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Food for Thought

Love... Faith...Prayer

Love is Faithful.
Prayeris the Key.

Be joifur in hope, patient in
afffiction, faithful in prayar,

Romans 12:12 (M1

(shavred by g Class Member)

When you come to the end of 4 great epistle like the Book of Eomans, there is only
cne appropriate conclusion and that is 2 benedicion of praise. In these last three
verses, the apostle summarizes the major themes of the epistle.

Rom 16:25-27 (INASTT

2o MNow Jo Fim who v able B esfabieeh you according fo my gospel and the preaching of Jecss
Christ according fo ifx revelation of the myskry wirch has beert Bebi secred for long ages bai,

20 Bt pow Lo omanfeskd and By e Sorebacres of fhe prophels, according fo the commmandment of
ihe efermal God har Iven migde Erown B all He nabors, {.E:-.'m:ifzg} fo obedienice of fatly

27t e only wive God, Hhrongh Tesss Chresd be ihe glory foreven Amern,

‘The Wisdom of God. “¥e are reminded in these verses of the infinite wisdom of
sod. In the wisdom of God, He devised a plan whereby Hewould take rebellicus
and sinful men and give to them eternal salvation, yet without blemish to His attri-
butes of justice and holiness. This He accomplished by the substitutionary death of
His Son, Jesus Christ. He further planned to save both Jewrs and Gentiles. The rebel-
licn and unbelief of the Jews has made possble the proclamation of the gospel to
the Gentiles. And the salvation of the Gentiles wrill provoke the Jews to jealousy, so
that they will finally turn again to their Messiah

The wisdom of God in saving Jews and Gentileswras not fully disclosed in the D14
Testament. Though this mysterywas spocken of by the prophets, their meaning wras
not made knowrn until the coming of Messiah and the preaching of the apostle,
whose calling was to make known the mystery of God’s plan to save men from
every nation and teojoin them into one body.

‘The Sovereignty of God. INot only is God all wise, He is all powerful. God is able
to accomplish what Fis wisdom has planned. Taul says in verse 25, “INow to Him
who is able to establish you .7 If we have learned anything from the Book of Ro-
mans, it 1s that God alone is able to save and sanctify men. Our steadfastnessis cer-
tain because our God 15 sovereign.

‘The Grace of God TPerhaps the word which captures the thetne of this epistle more
than any other is the word grace. Grace, aswe all know, refers to the unmerited fa-
vor of God whereby He has showered upon us blessings which we could never earn
or merit.

fodapted o "Beoowsiar Threpd Beveu™ by Bober L Deffubemh)
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES

(1) Condemmnation (Romans 1-3a). Without grace man is in desperate plight. All men are sinners who have re-
jected and perverted the truth of God re-vedled to them. More knowrledge simply brings greater guilt and condem-
nationr. The Gentile pagan is guilty of rejecting the revelation of God in creation. He has chosen to wrorship the
creature rather than the Creator (chapter 1), The Jewish pagan is far more guilty, for although he knowwrs the Law of
5od and even teaches it to others, he fails to live by its stan-dards (chapter 2 All are sinners, none 15 2 God-
seeker and thus all deserve etemal doom (Sa).

(23 Justification (Romans 3b-5). The grace of God is revealed at man’s greatest point of need. The rightecusness
which God requires and man cannot produce by his best efforts, God has provided through the gift of His Son,
Jesus Christ. He alone has satisfied God’s require-ments of rightecusness. He has suffered the punishment of God
for cur sins, and He offers in place of our filthy rags of self--rightecus endeavor His own righteousness (Fomans
3b). The justification which God offers men in Christ is by faith, not works, as the case has always been. This is
illustrated in the life of Abrahatn {chapter 4). The fruit of justification is peace with God, even in the midst of life’s
trials and tests (54). The root of justification is thewotk of Jesus Christ Just as one tan sinned and thereby
brought all who were his descendants into a state of sin, so one man, Jesus Christ, by His nghtecus hfe, death and
resutrection, justifies all who are in Fim (&b,

(3} Sanctification (Romans 6-8). The grace of God is not just needed for salvation. It is the grace of God which
has brought us thus far, but itis grace thatwill also make us what we will be,whatwe should be. In chapter &, Paul
says that our practice (our practical Christian experience) must conform to our position (in Christ) and our profes-
sion (in baptism). Although we should live holy lives, this is humanly impossible due to the weakness of the flesh
and the power of sin. What we desire to do we do not and what we despise we practice (chapter 7). At this point
of human desperation, the grace of God is revedled and realized through the provision of the Holy Spint WWho en-
ables us to meet God’s requirements for godly iving (chapter 8).

(4) Dispensation (Romans 9-11). The grace of God is defended in the matter of Jewrish unbelief. How could
God be gracious when the Jews to whom God had made eternal promises of blessings were turning in unbelief
and the Gentiles were being savedr Since Sod 15 dealing with men according to grace, He 1s under no obligation to
save every Jew, but only those whom He chooses (Rotnans 9). Those who demmand justice will get exactly what
they deserve, and those who reject the righteousness of God in Christ by tryng to establish their cwrn will get what
they insist upon. (Although men are eternally doomed because God has not chosen them (chapter 99, they are
equally lost because they have not chosen God (chapter 100 God’s promises to Israel are a future certainty, for
there is still a Jewrish remnant writh whom Israel’s hope rests. Israel’s hardening is neither tota nor permanent. God
has hardened the Jews to save the Gentiles. When His purposes for the Gentiles are realized Hewill once again
bring salvation and restoration to Israel (chapter 113

(5) Application { Romans 12-15). The grace of God does not nullify human responsibility. In Romans 1¢4:26, Paul
speaks of the obedience of faith. This obedience is our response to the biblical imperatives and in-jundions found
throughout the Scriptures. This obedience is not our effort to do something for God, but our submission to God’s
activity through us. We are commanded to do certain things because God has given us the means (His Holy Spint)
to do them. e should read the BEible, pray, witness and so on because God has commanded it, and God wrill em-

powrer us to do it (T must also say thatwwe can do these things in the power of the flesh, and with no profit.)

The only reasonable response to the prace of God is sub-mission and service (Romans 12:1-2). The grace of God
has been revealed in Jesus Christ, but it is also to be reflected in the life of the Christian. Christians are individually
stewrards of divine grace in thatwe each possess spiritual (grace) gifts which we are to exerdse for the buiding up
of the body (Romans 12:3-8) The grace of God is reflected also in our hutnan relationships (12:9-21). The grace
of God is to be reflected by our obedience to the 1oy of the land” and by cur expression of the law of

love’ (Romans 13) The law of love is also expressed by accepting the weaker brother as he is, and by refraining
from the exercise of any liberty which would impair his spintual grorth (Romans 1401-15:15).
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