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|__\ /l ost sections ot this letter begin
with a reterence to why Paul was
writing on a topic. Not here. Not until
v12 do we learn that some of the Corin-
thians had dented the resurrection ot the
dead. Paul deals with this erroneous
opinton, 1ts presupposttions and 1ts con-
sequences. He goes back to when he was
with them, reminding them ot the im-
portance of the resurrection in the gos-
pel he had preached. “This 1s the classical
Christian discusston ot the subject.
Christ’s resurrection is fundamental...and

implies the resurrection of the Christian™
(Morris).

How do some among you say that there is no
resurrection of the deadé (12). The Greek
tdea was ot an immortal soul but no ris-
ing ot the body. Those who believe this
are striking at the toundation ot the taith:
Le., “to deny the believer’s resurrection 1s
virtually to deny Christ’s, which would
..involve a dental of the taith” (Guthrie).

In Light of the Empty Tomb
(29-34)

It the Resurrection never happened we
might as well quit making sacritices tor
Christ—in danger every honr—and dedicate
our lives to pleasure (30-32). But since
He has been ratsed, we should be ded:-
cated to Christian living (33-34). Paul did
not endorse baptism for the dead (29),
but used it as an argument against thetr

assertion that there 1s no resurrection.

Like a Grain of Wheat (35-38)
What kind of body¢ (35) Paul did not say

how GGod will rasse the dead nor tell us
what we will look like. Instead he com-
pared it to the apparent death and resur-
rection ot a grain ot wheat, leading to
thrilling conclusions:

e The resurrected body will be better
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than our present one, just as a plant 1s
more glorious than 1ts seed (37).
e The old body, like a seed, must die to
be changed (36; see John 12:24—Jesus
had used the same reasoning). Death
will not really kill the believer, but sim-
ply release his or her new body.

e The new body keeps 1ts identity (38
see 13:12).

Earthly vs. Eternal (39-49)

Our resurrected body will ditter from
our mortal body as much as animal tlesh
differs from human flesh; as much as the
sun differs from the moon; tor the one 1s
spiritual while the other 1s merely natural
(39-44). We inherited our natural body
from Adam but will recetve our eternal

body trom Christ (45-49). There 1s both

continutty and change.

Then Death Will Die (50-58)

When Jesus returns both the dead and
the living will be changed 1n a tlash. Bod-
tes dead and decaying will become incor-
ruptible; bodies still living but mortal will
become tmmortal (50-53). Now I say
this—this was important to Paul. Flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God
(50). The tirst body (flesh and blood) can-
not partictpate 1n the spiritual kingdom
because decay and corruption cannot be
part of what 1s eternally incorruptible. A
mystery (51)—could not be known apart
trom God’s revelation. Some will die,
and some will survive to the day Christ
returns. But a//will be changed Our earthly
bodtes won’t do—but (God takes care of
everything! Jesus will complete his tri-
umph over death (54-57, 26). With this

assurance, believers should be strong and

steady (58 NLT).

- From Willmington’s Bible Handbook, David Prior (The Bible
Speaks Today), and teacher’s personal notes



