
 

Page 1 of 2 

 

 The passage before us sets before us the glorious difference between what we once were, 
apart from Christ, and what we now are, in Christ. The good news of the gospel is that we 
need not remain dead in our transgressions and sin, separated from God and destined for 
wrath. God has provided a way of salvation—one way—by which sinners can become saints. 
And this “way” is Jesus Christ (John 14:6). Ephesians 2:1-10 presents us with the gospel 
as a God-centered gospel. It contains no opportunity for human boasting, but only 
the grace of God, resulting in the glory of God. It presents a salvation which is all of God. 
The words of the Apostle Paul in Romans chapter 11 are surely fitting, as related to God’s 
salvation (Romans 11:36). As clear as it is in Scripture that salvation is God-centered, that it 
begins with, is achieved through, and is for the glory of God, this point continues to be one 
that is lost to some Christians.  
 The gospel, as summed up in Ephesians 2:1-10, unites Jews and Gentiles. The Jews, like 
the Gentiles, are dead in their sins. Both are lost and without hope, apart from Christ. Nei-
ther can be saved on the basis of works. All men, regardless of race or “religion” or status in 
life, are sinners, in need of God’s saving grace in Christ. Apart from faith in Christ, they are 
hopeless, doomed for an eternity in hell.  In Christ, all men are equal as well. Because it is not 
of our doing, but of God’s doing, there is no privileged class in the body of Christ. The only 
basis for boasting is in the work of Christ. And so the gospel destroys the myth that Jews are 
better than Gentiles. This is the teaching of the Apostle Paul in Romans (Romans 3:9-24). 
This equality is the reason why the New Testament writers are so opposed to discrimination. 
James will have none of it, and condemns its practice in the church (see James 2:1-1-13). And 
when Paul finds discrimination in the church, he reacts strongly, insisting that it is a denial of 
the gospel, which makes all men equal, whether in their sins or in Christ (see Galatians 2:11-
21). Let us not only acknowledge the equality of all men in Christ, let us also practice it, to 
the glory of God. 
 In our text, I find Paul dealing with the past in a way that is quite different from the ap-
proach which is common today. In the first place, Paul does not allow his readers to think of 
themselves as victims. While there are many factors beyond the control of the individual, the 
fact is that the desires of the flesh and of the mind are involved, too, for which the individual 
must take responsibility. I do not do well to seek other explanations for my sin which are 
beyond my control, but to take responsibility for decisions I have made and actions I have 
done. My guilt is forever removed by the grace of God in Jesus Christ. As long as I focus 
on the guilt of others, I will ignore and avoid the grace which God has provided for 
my own. Finally, I believe that our text has something to say in relationship to the current 
“lordship” controversy. Can one be saved without understanding the Jesus Christ is Lord of 
all, and accepting Him as such? I am sure that few grasp all that they could at the point of 
their conversion. Nevertheless, in our text it is difficult to see how, in Paul’s mind, one can be 
truly delivered from their bondage to their own flesh, the world, and Satan, if Jesus is not 
Lord of all. It is the power and authority of Christ which delivers us from the dominion of 
darkness. If people fail to understand this at the moment of their conversion, it may be be-
cause we have chosen to play down His sovereignty. In my opinion the only form of grace 
which God bestows is sovereign grace. To preach God’s grace apart from His sovereignty is 
to preach less than the whole truth.   (Excerpt from “Ephesians: The Glory of God in the Church” by Robert L. Deffinbaugh)  
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Greater Grace 
 

Grace is infinite love expressing  
itself in infinite goodness. 
 

How To Receive God's Grace 
Admit you are a sinner (Romans 3:23). 
Believe on Jesus (Romans 10:9-13). 
Confess Jesus to others (Matthew 10:32). 
 

For all have sinned and fall short  
of the glory of God, and are justified  
freely by his grace through the  
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
                       Rom 3:23-24 (NIV) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

08/30  Introduction 
09/06  In Christ                          1:1-14 
09/13  Providing Hope               1:15-23 
09/20  Providing Grace Pt 1     2:1-10 
09/27  Providing Grace Pt 2       2:11-21 
10/04  In Revelation                   3:1-21 
10/11  Empowering Conduct        4:1-16 
10/18  Bro. Smarto 
10/25  Bro. Smarto 
11/01  Putting Off Old Self           4:17-32 
11/08  Living as Lights                 5:1-21 
11/15  In Submission                   6:1-9 
11/22  In Victory                           6:10-24 
11/29  THANKSGIVING 
12/06   Summary & Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
BEFORE GRACE WE WERE DEAD IN SIN (EPH 2:1-3) 

Dead in trespasses (1) 
Dead in trespasses because of being separated from the life 
of God (Eph 4:18) 
Dead in trespasses because of living for pleasure (1 Tim 
5:6) 
Dead in trespasses because of not loving (1 John 3:14) 
Dead in trespasses because of wicked deeds (Rev 3:1) 

Satanically influenced (2) 
Satanic influence through false teachings (2 Peter 2:1-3) 
Satanic influence through spiritualism (Col 2:18-19) 
Satanic influence through hypocrisy (Matt 7:15) 
Satanic influence through a different gospel (Gal 1:6-7) 
Satanic influence through fine-sounding words (Col 2:4) 
Satanic influence through lies (Jer 23:32) 
Satanic influence from within (Acts 20:30) 

Under God's condemnation (3) 
Condemnation for those who exploit others (2 Peter 2:3) 
Condemnation for preaching a false gospel (Gal 1:7-9) 
Condemnation for those who have not believed the truth (2 
Thess 2:12) 
Condemnation for those who deceive (2 Cor 11:15) 
Disbelief that could lead to condemnation (Mark 16:16) 
A consequence of unbelief is condemnation (John 3:18) 

 
 
GRACE TO BE ALIVE IN HEAVENLY PLACES (EPH 2:4-6) 

Beloved by God (4) 
Beloved by God because nothing can separate us from His 
love (Rom 8:37-39) 
Beloved by God through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
(1 John 4:15-18) 
Beloved by God because love is one of the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit (Gal 5:22) 
Beloved by God because the Holy Spirit is a Spirit of love 
(2 Tim 1:7) 
Beloved by God because God's love is always before us (Ps 
26:3) 
Beloved by God because God gives comfort through His 
love (Phil 2:1-2) 
Beloved by God because He provided Jesus as our sacrifice 
(John 3:16) 
Beloved by God expressed in mercy (1 Tim 1:15-16) 

Alive with Christ (5) 
Alive in Christ because it pleased Jesus (John 5:21) 
Alive in Christ through the Holy Spirit (John 6:63) 
Alive in Christ through baptism in Jesus (Rom 6:4) 
Alive in Christ in a mortal body (Rom 8:11) 
Alive in Christ because of living by faith (Gal 2:20) 

 
 
 

 
Exalted with Christ (6) 

Exalted with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph 1:3) 
Exalted with Christ in glory (Col 3:2-4) 
Exalted with Christ that was predestined (Rom 8:30) 
Exalted with Christ because our citizenship is in heaven 
(Phil 3:20-21) 

 
 
GRACE TO DO GOOD WORKS (EPH 2:7-10) 

Gift of grace (7-9) 
Gift of grace that saves (Acts 15:11) 
Gift of grace that guarantees the promises of God (Rom 
4:16-17) 
Gift of grace that provides access to God (Rom 5:1-2) 
Gift of grace that belongs to a remnant (Rom 11:5-6) 
Gift of grace to teach (Rom 12:5-7) 
Gift of grace that makes one work harder (1 Cor 15:10) 

God's creative work (10) 
Creator of things both visible and invisible (Col 1:16) 
Creator through being the Word (John 1:1-3) 
Creator through whom all things consist (1 Cor 8:6) 
Creator through whom all things were made (Heb 1:2) 
Creator who built everything (Heb 3:3-4) 

 


