
 

 

 

 Haggai addresses the people in verse 4. They are living in paneled houses. Paneling had to be im-
ported from Lebanon. There are no trees around Jerusalem. So it was expensive. This is what they 
were spending their money on. You see on our chart that the first section of Haggai is labeled as one 
of conviction. In verse 5 he says, “Consider your ways!” What is Haggai trying to convict them 
of?   Answer: misplaced priorities. That was the problem. They were not putting God first. 
They were only concerned with their own comforts. What was the result of the misplaced priorities? 
What were the symptoms? 
 First symptom: Dissatisfaction  (1:6). They were experiencing very unsatisfying lives. You eat but are not 
satisfied. You drink but don't become drunk - maybe this refers to people who try to deal with life's prob-
lems by eating too much. It doesn't work. All you do is gain too much weight. I think this is an illustra-
tion of seeking life and happiness through pleasure.  You put on clothing, but no one is warm enough - Per-
haps we could change this for our culture to say, “You buy new clothes, but the styles change.” Per-
haps this is indicative of seeking life through praise.  You earn money and put it in a purse with holes - I 
think most of us can identify with this. Do you run out of money before you run out of month? To 
compensate for this do you work so much that you don't have time for God or family? Seeking life 
through possessions.   
 Haggai condemned them for living in their paneled houses. We can see that they had become 
consumed with earthly things. The question we need to ask is - have we?  Even though this 
book was written 2500 years ago, it is very applicable for today. Haggai says, “Consider your ways.” 
We need to consider our ways. We need to evaluate our lives and see if we are guilty of these 
things. We need to ask ourselves, Am I dissatisfied with my life? Do I buy lotto tickets thinking that 
winning the lotto would solve all my problems? Do I wish for a better paying job? Do I wish I lived in 
a bigger and nicer house? Do I wish I had a new car? Something like a new car or house appeals to all 
three categories we mentioned earlier - possessions, pleasure and praise (or more specifically - pres-
tige). It is amazing how much effort we put into these areas thinking that they will satisfy us, but they 
never do.  Haggai tells them to consider their ways and to get to work. And he gives us the 
motivation. There are two reasons: (1) To please the Lord and (2) To Glorify God. This shows 
us what our proper priorities are supposed to be - to please God and to glorify God. There is a temple 
imagery in the Bible that I think we need to be aware of.  In the OT the purpose of the tabernacle and 
the temple was so God could dwell among the people and they could see His glory. When you come 
to the NT you see that the Word became flesh and “tabernacled” among us.... and we beheld his glory 
(Jn 1:14). Today the Believer's body is the temple of God (1 Cor. 3:16) and what is the purpose? What 
are we supposed to do? Glorify God 1 Cor. 6:19-20. Every time there is a reference to the temple there 
is glory (1 Pet 2:5, 12). What is the point? How does this apply to us? You and I are now the physical - 
visible representation of the character and person of God on earth. We need to glorify God. This is 
the significance of the temple imagery in the Bible. 
 The Second Symptom: Discipline (1:9-11). Sometimes people are in disaster and someone may say, 
“This is terrible, lets bail them out.” Another might be a “Job's friend” type of theologian and say, “Let 
them suffer, they must deserve it.” First we need to be aware that all disaster is not discipline from 
God. But sometimes it might be. I think we need to be aware that this might be true, but we must be 
careful not to let that become an excuse for not helping people. Again, we need to examine our lives 
and see if we might be experiencing God's discipline. It is sometimes difficult to tell, because not 
all sickness or calamity is the result of sin in our lives. It may just be the result of living in a fallen 
world. But it sometimes is directed at us.  APPLICATION: So far we have seen two symptoms or 
results of misplaced priorities: Dissatisfaction and Discipline. The things of this world do not satisfy. If 
we try to find happiness in them and not in God , we won't. And not only will we be dissatisfied, we 
will also get the discipline of God. Once there was a class called “Spiritual Life,” and in it we are dis-
cussing as you might have guessed, how to be Spiritual. A person might be able to place out of first 
year Greek, but nobody skips this class because we all need help here.  Several times the professor was 
asked how we can overcome this or that problem and several times he gave the same answer. He said 
we need four things - The Word of God, The Worship of God, The Spirit of God and the Peo-
ple of God.                                                               (Adapted from “Haggai” by Hampton Keathley) 
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CONVICTION TO REPENT 
 

Give God what He desires most, 
a broken and repentant heart. 

 
Lord, help me to expose my sin, 

Those secret faults that lurk within; 
I would confess them all to Thee; 
Transparent I would always be.  

 
   I acknowledged my sin to You,  
   and my iniquity I have not  
   hidden…  And You forgave the  
   iniquity of my sin. 
                         Psalm 32:5 (NKJV) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
Receive the Word of the Lord (1) 

(1 Thess 2:13) 13 For this reason we also constantly 
thank God that when you received the word of God 
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word 
of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which 
also performs its work in you who believe. 

 
Make the most of our opportunities and time (2) 

 (1 Cor 7:29-31) 29 But this I say, brethren, the time has 
been shortened, so that from now on those who have 
wives should be as though they had none; 30 and those 
who weep, as though they did not weep; and those who 
rejoice, as though they did not rejoice; and those who buy, 
as though they did not possess; 31 and those who use the 
world, as though they did not make full use of it; for the 
form of this world is passing away. 

 
Ensure our spiritual house is not desolate (4) 

 (Rev 3:1-3) "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: 
He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, 
says this: 'I know your deeds, that you have a name that 
you are alive, but you are dead.  2 'Wake up, and 
strengthen the things that remain, which were about to 
die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the 
sight of My God.  3 'So remember what you have received 
and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do 
not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not 
know at what hour I will come to you. 

 
CONSIDER OUR WAYS (5) 

(Ps 119:57-60) 57 The Lord is my portion; I have prom-
ised to keep Your words. 58 I sought Your favor with all 
my heart; Be gracious to me according to Your word.  59 I 
considered my ways And turned my feet to Your testimo-
nies.  60 I hastened and did not delay To keep Your com-
mandments. 
(2 Cor 13:5-6) 5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the 
faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this 
about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you — unless 
indeed you fail the test? 6 But I trust that you will realize 
that we ourselves do not fail the test. 
(Isa 1:18-19) 8 "Come now, and let us reason together," 
Says the Lord, "Though your sins are as scarlet, They will 
be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, 
They will be like wool. 19 "If you consent and obey, You 
will eat the best of the land; 

 
Always endeavor to ensure work is not in vain (6) 

 (Ps 127:1-2) Unless the Lord builds the house, They la-
bor in vain who build it; Unless the Lord guards the city, 
The watchman keeps awake in vain. 2 It is vain for you to 
rise up early, To retire late, To eat the bread of painful 
labors; For He gives to His beloved even in his sleep. 

 
 

 
Seek to please and glorify God (8) 

(1 Peter 4:11) 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who 
is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do 
so as one who is serving by the strength which God sup-
plies; so that in all things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Always obey the voice of God (12) 

(John 3:36) 36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal 
life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, 
but the wrath of God abides on him." 

 
Always show reverence to God (12) 

(Heb 12:28) 28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom 
which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which 
we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence 
and awe; 

 
Realize that God is with us (13) 

(Matt 28:19-20) 19 "Go therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to 
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age." 

 
God stirs the spirit of man (14) 

(Eph 3:16) 16 that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power 
through His Spirit in the inner man, 
(2 Tim 1:6) 6 For this reason I remind you to kindle 
afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying 
on of my hands. 
(2 Cor 4:16) 16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but 
though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is 
being renewed day by day. 

 
Response to God should always be immediate obedience (14) 

(Eccl 5:4-7) 4 When you make a vow to God, do not be 
late in paying it; for He takes no delight in fools. Pay what 
you vow! 5 It is better that you should not vow than that 
you should vow and not pay. 6 Do not let your speech 
cause you to sin and do not say in the presence of the 
messenger of God that it was a mistake. Why should God 
be angry on account of your voice and destroy the work 
of your hands? 7 For in many dreams and in many words 
there is emptiness. Rather, fear God. 
(1 Sam 15:22) 22 Samuel said, "Has the Lord as much 
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the 
voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
And to heed than the fat of rams. 
(Acts 5:29) 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We 
must obey God rather than men. 


