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No other religious or philosophical leader of any of the world religions or philosophies has ever been 
proclaimed as a risen Savior. Instead, many have shrines at their crypts. They lie decayed with nothing re-
maining but their dust and their man-made philosophy or religious sayings and ethic. Christ’s resurrection 
proves He was from God and spoke the truth--He is the way, the truth and the life. The resurrection proves 
Jesus was unique, one of a kind, and it marks Him out and authenticates Him as God’s Son (Rom 1:4; 
Acts 17:31; John 1:1; John 20:26-31) 

• He is declared both Lord (deity) and Christ (Messiah of Old Testament prophecy and expectation) 
on the basis of His resurrection (cf. Acts 10:36-43; Acts 2:22-36). 

• In Romans 1:4 Paul shows that the resurrection is the final and convincing proof that Jesus was the 
Son of God. Please note here that Paul’s subject is the gospel, the good news, of God. The Resurrec-
tion proves this. 

• In Matthew 12:39-40, Christ Himself pointed to His resurrection as the final proof of His person. 
It proves that Jesus Christ was more than just another religious leader, idealist or philosopher. It dramatically 
marks Him out as the Son of God and authenticates His own claims to divinity. As Colossians 2:3 says, “in 
Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” The resurrection likewise marks Christ out as 
the one and only redeemer and the one means of access to God. It authenticates His own claims that He 
was the way, the truth, and the life, and that He came to give His life a ransom for many (Romans 4:25, 5:1; 
Acts 4:12; Acts 3:26; Acts 4:1-10). 

• It is the proof of the value of His redemptive work for us as our substitute. Christ was raised on ac-
count of our justification, that is, to prove He was a worthy substitute and that we might be declared 
righteous by God (Rom. 4:25). Therefore, if He is risen, we become justified sinners through faith in 
Christ. The only proof or evidence we have of pardon, and acceptance, of justification and peace 
with God is the risen Christ. Faith’s question is not how we feel, but is Christ risen. No sinner can 
have settled peace except on the ground of the death and resurrection of Christ (Cf. Romans 5:1). 
Without the resurrection our faith is worthless and we are still in our sins and of all men most miser-
able and to be pitied (1 Cor. 15:17-19). 

• It is the basis of our sanctification and victory over sin. 
Because He is risen, we can walk in newness of life. His resurrection proved He has conquered sin and 
Satan and released us from the domination of sin (Rom. 6:4f). The resurrection not only proves the past 
value of Christ’s earthly life and work on the cross, but it also is the doorway and proof of His present life 
and ministry in heaven for us as our advocate, intercessor, indweller, and the sender of the Holy Spirit. 
In other words, the resurrection which resulted in the glorified Savior is the means for the Lord’s ascension 
and exaltation to the right hand of God on high. Two key verses on this are Romans 8:34 and Hebrews 13:20-
21. Romans 8:34 shows that because the Lord was raised, He is now at God’s right hand to intercede on our 
behalf. The point of the Hebrews passage is that because of the resurrection, Christ was able to become the 
Great Shepherd who cares for and provides in every way for His sheep. This includes: 

• The indwelling of Christ Himself (John 14:18-20). 
• The sending of the Holy Spirit as our enabler (John 7:37-39; 14:26; 15:26; 16:7). 
• The gift of eternal life (John 14:19). 
• The Head of the church, the new Creation (Eph. 1:20-23; Col. 1:17-18). 
• The present work of Christ as our advocate and intercessor (Rom. 8:34). 
• The bestowal of gifts to the church (Eph. 4:7-11). 
• His preparation of a place for us as the bride of Christ (John 14:2-3). 
• It is our guarantee of resurrection with a resurrection body like His (1 Cor. 15:20-23, 51-53; 1 

Pet. 1:3; Phil. 3:20-21; John 5:25-29). 
• The resurrection marks Him out as the eternal ruler of the earth (Luke 1:32-33; Psa. 2:7-9; Rev. 

5:1-10; Psa. 22:28). 
• The resurrection marks him out as the judge who will judge all men (1 Cor. 3:12; 2 Cor. 5:9; Rev. 

2:1-2). 
In other words, the empty tomb authenticates all the claims of the Bible and all that Jesus Himself de-
clared as truth. The ultimate issue, then, is what should our response be? What difference should this make 
in our daily lives? 
                                             (Adapted from "The Resurrection of Jesus Christ" by J. Hampton Keathley III) 
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So let our lips and lives express 
The holy gospel we profess; 

So let our works and virtues shine, 
To prove the doctrine all divine. 
A living faith is a working faith 

 
 
   Let us love not in word  
   or in tongue, but in deed  
   and in truth.  

                 1 John 3:18 (NJKV) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
Proof of the death of the risen Christ (John 20:11) 

Pilate tried to ensure Jesus stayed in the tomb  (Matt 27:64-66) 
64 So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the 
third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body 
and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This 
last deception will be worse than the first." 65 "Take a guard," 
Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know 
how." 66 So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a 
seal on the stone and posting the guard. 

Both natural and supernatural events signaled Jesus’ death and departure from the 
tomb  (Matt 28:2) 

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came 
down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. 

Several saw Jesus being laid in the tomb, so there was no doubt He was there 
originally  (Mark 15:46-47) 

46 So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, 
wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. 
Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. 

Peter saw the empty linen that was wrapped around Jesus  (Luke 24:12) 
12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he 
saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, 
wondering to himself what had happened. 

The soldiers identified Jesus as dead (John 19:32-33) 
32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first 
man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the 
other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was 
already dead, they did not break his legs. 

 
 
Confirmation of the risen Christ  (John 20:12-13) 

Confirmed through being seen many days  (Acts 13:31) 
31 and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled 
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses 
to our people. 

Confirmed through appearing to the disciples  (John 20:19) 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disci-
ples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you!" 

Confirmed through convincing proofs  (Acts 1:3) 
3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave 
many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them 
over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
God. 

Confirmed through His ascension into Heaven  (Acts 1:11) 
11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking 
into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go 
into heaven." 

Confirmed through His eating and drinking with many after His resurrection  
(Acts 10:41) 

 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom 
God had already chosen-by us who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. 

Confirmed through His appearance to more than five hundred  (1 Cor 15:5-8) 
5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After 
that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at 
the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have 
fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apos-
tles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnor-
mally born. 

 
 

 
Experiencing the risen Christ (John 20:14-17) 

Experiencing Christ through personal investigation  (John 20:24-29) 
24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not 
with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples 
told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless 
I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the 
nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Tho-
mas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 27 Then 
he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and be-
lieve." 28 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 29 Then 
Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 

Experiencing Christ through the fulfillment of the Scriptures  (Luke 24:28-32) 
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, 
Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him 
strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost 
over." So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the 
table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began 
to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They 
asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while 
he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" 

Experiencing Christ through fellowship  (John 21:5-14) 
5 He called out to them, "Friends, haven't you any fish?" "No," 
they answered. 6 He said, "Throw your net on the right side of 
the boat and you will find some." When they did, they were 
unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 7 
Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the 
Lord!" As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the Lord," 
he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it 
off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in 
the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from 
shore, about a hundred yards.  9 When they landed, they saw a 
fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 10 
Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you have just 
caught." 11 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net 
ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the 
net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have break-
fast." None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They 
knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it 
to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the 
third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised 
from the dead. 

Experiencing Christ through personal encounters  (Acts 9:1-9) 
9:1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats 
against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and 
asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if 
he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 
women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he 
neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice 
say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5 "Who are 
you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," 
he replied. 6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be 
told what you must do." 7 The men traveling with Saul stood 
there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8 
Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he 
could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 
For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.  


