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Author and Title: 
The author identifies himself as Jude (v. 1). The Greek is literally, Judas. Traditionally, English versions 
have used Jude to distinguish him from Judas who betrayed Jesus. Further, he identifies himself as 
the brother of James and bond-servant (Greek, doulos) of Jesus Christ. Jude is listed as the 
half-brother of Jesus in Matt. 13:55 and Mark 6:3. The NET Bible has this helpful note here: Al-
though Jude was half-brother of Jesus, he humbly associates himself with James, his full brother. By 
first calling himself a slave of Jesus Christ, it is evident that he wants no one to place stock in 
his physical connections. At the same time, he must identify himself further: since Jude was a com-
mon name in the first century (two of Jesus’ disciples were so named, including his betrayer), more 
information was needed, that is to say, brother of James. The title in the Greek text is Iouda, an inde-
clinable form used for the Hebrew Judah and the Greek Judas. 
 
Recipients: 
Jude seems to write to no specific group of people. Rather the letter is simply addressed “to those 
who are called, wrapped in the love of God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ” (v. 1) and then 
later he addresses them as “beloved” or “dear friends” (v. 3). 
 
Date: A.D. 70-80 
Though the subject matter is very similar to 2 Peter, one of the chief differences between Jude and 2 
Peter is that while Peter warned that “there shall be false teachers” (2:1), Jude states that “there are 
certain men who have secretly slipped in among you” (v. 4). Since 2 Peter anticipates the problem 
and Jude speaks of it as present, apparently Jude was written some time later than 2 Peter. If 2 Peter is 
dated about A.D. 66, then Jude might be placed around A.D. 70-80. 
 
Theme and Purpose: 
Jude intended to write about the common salvation, but because of the inroads of heresy and 
the danger threatening the church, he was compelled to write to encourage believers to con-
tend earnestly for the faith against false teachings that were secretly being introduced in the 
churches. Evidently, definite advances were being made by an incipient form of Gnosticism—not 
ascetic, like that attacked by Paul in Colossians, but an antinomian form. The Gnostics viewed every-
thing material as evil and everything spiritual as good. They therefore cultivated their “spiritual” lives 
and allowed their flesh to do anything it liked, with the result that they were guilty of all kinds of law-
lessness. From this, two major purposes can be seen in Jude: (1) To condemn the practices of the un-
godly libertines who were infesting the churches and corrupting believers, and (2) counsel believers to 
stand fast, continue to grow in faith while contending for the apostolic truth that had been handed 
down to the church. 
 
Key Word/Phrase: 
The key idea or word is “contend for the faith.” 
 
Key Verses: 
Verse 3. Dear friends, although I have been eager to write to you about our common salvation, I now 
feel compelled instead to write to encourage you to contend earnestly for the faith that was once for all 
entrusted to the saints. 
Verse 24. Now to the one who is able to keep you from falling, and to cause you to stand, rejoicing, 
without blemish before his glorious presence. 
 
Christ as Seen in Jude: 
Jude focuses our attention on the believer’s security in Christ (v. 24), on the eternal life He gives (v. 
21), and on His sure coming again (v. 21). It is Jesus Christ our Lord who gives us access into God’s 
presence (v. 25). 
                                                       (Adapted from "The Non-Pauline Epistles" by J. Hampton Keathley, III)  
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GOD CENTERED FAITH 
 

My faith has found a resting place 
Not in device nor creed 

I trust the Ever-living One 
His wounds for me shall plead 

Our faith may not be great  
but our God is 

 

  22"Have faith in God," Jesus  
  answered. 23"I tell you the truth,  
  if anyone says to this mountain, ' 
  Go, throw yourself into the sea,'  
  and does not doubt in his heart  
  but believes that what he says will  
  happen, it will be done for him. 
               Mark 11:22-23 (NIV) 
 
(From "Our Daily Bread" Jan 12, 1999) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/11 Contending for the Faith 1:3 
04/18 Corruptors of the Faith      1:4-16 
04/25 Building up the Faith         1:17-25 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

Contend through a common salvation 
 
A common salvation that must be qualified for  (Col 1:12) 

12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.  

A common salvation that includes a grafting by God (Rom 
11:17-21) 

17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, 
being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and be-
came partaker with them of the rich root of the olive 
tree, 18 do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if 
you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who sup-
ports the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say 
then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be 
grafted in." 20 Quite right, they were broken off for their 
unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be con-
ceited, but fear; 21 for if God did not spare the natural 
branches, He will not spare you, either.  

A common salvation of heirship  (Eph 3:6) 
6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and 
fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,  

A common salvation obtained by a heavenly calling  (Heb 3:1) 
3 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly call-
ing, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession;  

A common salvation that is shared in Christ  (Heb 3:14) 
14 For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold 
fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end,  

A common salvation that is shared in glory (1 Peter 5:1) 
5 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fel-
low elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a 
partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,  

 
 

Contend through defending the faith 
 
Defending by proof through Scriptures  (Acts 18:28) 

28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, demon-
strating by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. 

Defending by living a life worthy of the gospel  (Phil 1:27) 
27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or 
remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing 
firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the 
faith of the gospel;  

Defending through obedience  (1 Tim 1:18-19) 
18 This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in 
accordance with the prophecies previously made con-
cerning you, that by them you fight the good fight, 19 
keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have 
rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith.  

 

 
Defending by fighting a good fight of the faith  (1 Tim 6:12) 

12 Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal 
life to which you were called, and you made the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses.  

Defending by obeying sound doctrine  (2 Tim 1:13) 
13 Retain the standard of sound words which you have 
heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ 
Jesus.  

Defending by being faithful  (Rev 2:10) 
10 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the 
devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that 
you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten 
days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the 
crown of life.  

 
 

Contend through unity of the saints 
 
Unity through the Spirit of unity  (Rom 15:5) 

5 Now may the God who gives perseverance and en-
couragement grant you to be of the same mind with one 
another according to Christ Jesus,  

Unity through being part of the body of Christ  (Eph 4:2-6) 
2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, show-
ing tolerance for one another in love, 3 being diligent to 
preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were 
called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all 
and through all and in all.  

Unity through agreement  (Matt 18:19-20) 
19 "Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth 
about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for 
them by My Father who is in heaven.  20 "For where 
two or three have gathered together in My name, I am 
there in their midst."  

Unity in mind and thought  (1 Cor 1:10) 
10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divi-
sions among you, but that you be made complete in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.  

Unity through love  (Col 2:2) 
2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit 
together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that 
comes from the full assurance of understanding, result-
ing in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ 
Himself,  

 


