
 

Page 1 of 2 

 

 In Eccl 5:1-9, Solomon pens some convicting words.  He is going to sober us up. He may 
even make us feel badly. Now, I hope that you don’t come to church to be made to feel happy. 
The Bible isn’t a book about happiness; it is a book about holiness. This means sometimes the 
Bible will say things that you and I don’t like. Yet, if our goal is to become progressively holy, we 
will welcome the hard words of Scripture. For hard words make soft people and soft words make 
hard people.  In these nine verses, Solomon shares two prohibitions that will enable us to 
exercise holiness and worship the right God in the right way. He wants us to see that God 
seeks an open heart and a closed mouth.  In Eccl 5:10-20, Solomon is going to discuss the 
misuse and abuse of money. To coin an Italian proverb, Solomon states, “Money is a good ser-
vant but a bad master.”  Now before you are tempted to tune out and say to yourself, “All that 
pastors want to talk about is money,” I want you to stop in your tracks. One of the convictions of 
our church is that we will preach the full counsel of God’s Word.  When that commitment is 
made and maintained, money will have to be discussed. Consider this: Sixteen out of thirty-eight 
of Christ’s parables deal with money; more is said in the New Testament about money than 
heaven and hell combined; five times more is said about money than prayer; and where there are 
five-hundred-plus verses on both prayer and faith, there are over two thousand verses dealing 
with money and possessions. Why all this talk about money? Jesus said it best, “For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt 6:21). God understands that our use of money 
and possessions may be the single greatest indicator of our spirituality. 
 

 In the first six verses of Chapter 6, Solomon discusses the three measuring sticks of suc-
cess in Hebrew society: wealth, long life, and lots of children. As wonderful as these good 
gifts are, unless God is in the midst we cannot enjoy them. Solomon reminds us that life 
has its challenges and we need to accept this reality. Is your savings and checking account 
nearly depleted? Are you struggling to make ends meet? Are your cars and appliances ready to 
give up the ghost? Is your job tearing your innards apart? Is your marriage faltering? Are your kids 
making your life especially difficult? Are you sick and tired of being sick and tired? Are you lonely 
or depressed? Like Mick Jagger and the Rolling Stones, do you exclaim, “I can’t get no satisfac-
tion?”  In Ecclesiastes 6, Solomon tells us that we need to learn to be submissive to our 
great God, for He alone knows the end from the beginning. He is the only sovereign. God 
is the potter; we are the clay. More arguing only results in more futility for man. Man does not 
know what is best for him or what his future holds completely. We are ignorant of our place in 
God’s all-inclusive plan. There are certain things that I simply cannot do. I am limited by God in 
some areas and blessed by Him in other areas. Yet, here’s what I can do: I can be satisfied with 
my wife, my kids, my ministry, because God has enabled me to be satisfied with all those things. 
Without His enabling me to be satisfied, I would never fully enjoy anything. But when I look 
beyond this world to the God who knows me and loves me, I find true and lasting satis-
faction.  
                                                                           (Adapted from "Ecclesiastes" by Keith Krell) 
 
Key Themes: 

1. God’s satisfaction with us depends on our attitudes and words (Ps 51:17; Prov 
6:16-19; Matt 12:36-37) 

2. Material resources will not satisfy us (Matt 6:19-21; Matt 19:20-24) 
3. The blessings of life will not satisfy us so what advantage are they? (Rom 3:1-9; 

Matt 16:24-26; Phil 3:7-11) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

Adopt Paul’s Expectation 
 

You can expect to enjoy God’s  
presence when you honor Him  

with your life. In all I think  
and say and do, I long, O God, 

to honor You; But may my highest  
motive be To love the Christ  

who died for me. 
 
   I eagerly expect and hope that  
   I will in no way be ashamed,  
   but will have sufficient  
   courage so that now as always  
   Christ will be exalted in my body,  
   whether by life or by death. 
                          (Phil 1:20 NIV) 
 
(From "Our Daily Bread" Dec 03, 2008) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

05/02  Introduction 
05/09  Trivial Pursuits           Chap 1-2 
05/16  Expectations              Chap 3-4 
05/23  Satisfaction              Chap 5-6 
05/30   Perspectives             Chap 7-8 
06/06  Guest Teacher 
06/13  Live Wisely                Chap 9-10 
06/20  Final Exam                Chap 11-12 
06/27   Summary & Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

Chapter 5 
 
Be careful with our words (5:1-9) 
   Don’t be rash with your words (5:1-3) 

(Matt 6:5-6) 5 "When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on 
the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  6 "But you, when you 
pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done 
in secret will reward you.  

   Don’t be foolish with your words (5:4-9) 
(James 1:19) 19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger;  

 
The more we have ........ (5:10-17) 
   The more we have, the more we want and spend (5:10-11) 

(2 Sam 12:4) 4 "Now a traveler came to the rich man, And he was unwilling to take from his own flock or his own herd, To 
prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him; Rather he took the poor man's ewe lamb and prepared it for the man who had 
come to him."  
(Prov 23:5) 5 When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings Like an eagle that flies toward the 
heavens.  

  The more we have, the more we worry (5:12) 
(Luke 12:19-20)  19 'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, 
drink and be merry."'  20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own 
what you have prepared?' 

   The more we have, the more we hoard (5:13-14) 
(Luke 12:15)  15 Then He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has 
an abundance does his life consist of his possessions."  

   The more we have, the more we leave (5:15-17) 
(Job 1:21) 21 He said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked I shall return there. The Lord gave and the Lord has 
taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord."  

 
God gives work as His gift (5:18) 

(Deut 8:18) 18 "But you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth, that He may 
confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.  

 
God gives wealth as His gift (5:19-20) 

(2 Cor 9:11) 11 you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God.  
 
 
 
Chapter 6 
 
Enjoy the blessings of this life, but they don’t equal satisfaction (6:1-6) 

(Ps 39:6) 6 "Surely every man walks about as a phantom; Surely they make an uproar for nothing; He amasses riches and does 
not know who will gather them.  

 
Accept the limitations of this life (6:7-12) 

(Matt 6:31-34) 31 "Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?'  
32 "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33 "But seek 
first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  34 "So do not worry about tomorrow; for 
tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 


