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About Today’s Lesson 
 
When God speaks ... Do we listen? 
American society often worships celebrities. A person who spots a celebrity, whether it be a 
sports figure, a singer, or an actor, will talk about it for weeks. And if that celebrity actually speaks 
to them personally, they have something to tell their grandchildren! We believe fame can be 
equated with importance, and if an important person speaks to us, we share in that person's im-
portance. But Scripture tells us that one far greater than some entertainment figure seeks to talk 
to us, the God of the universe! He wants to tell us of His love. He wants to show us the way to a 
fulfilled life. He wants to tell us how to relate to each other and the creation in which He has 
placed us. But are people listening? A popular advertisement of a few years ago declared, "When 
E.F. Hutton speaks ... people listen!" The ad featured people freezing in place in silence with their 
ears turned toward the speaker who had said the words "E.F. Hutton." Do people listen like that 
when God speaks to them? It isn't always clear when God is speaking to us, and even when we 
believe God has spoken, we don't always understand exactly what He said. An old grade school 
ditty says, "When God passed out brains, I thought he said 'trains,' and I asked for a slow one. 
And when God passed out looks, I thought he said 'books,' and I asked for a plain cover." 
 
We Hear what we Listen For! 
While we don't get to put in an order for what kind of looks or brains to have, most of us are 
nevertheless "slow" about understanding what God is really saying to us. How then do we hear 
and respond? That is what this session is about. In considering this issue, an important factor is 
our readiness to hear. The story is told of two men who were walking along a crowded city side-
walk. Suddenly one of them remarked, "Listen to the lovely sound of that cricket." But his friend 
could not hear the sound. He asked how he could detect the sound of a cricket amid the roar of 
the traffic and the sounds of the people. The first man, who was a zoologist, had trained himself 
to hear the sounds of nature, yet did not explain. He simply dropped a half dollar from his pocket 
onto the sidewalk, whereupon a dozen people began to look around them. Then he said, "We 
hear what we listen for."' In this session, we will learn what it means to listen for the voice of 
God.  
 
Life Change Lesson 
 
For the persons who wants to truly listen to God so they can "turn and be healed," what specific things 
can they do? Here are some good actions to start with: 
 

Develop a Personal Bible Study Plan 
What we can do: Develop a consistent Bible study plan that will help us validate what we believe 
God is communicating to us. 
 

Get Involved with Christian Friends who Learn and Listen Together 
What we can do: Listen to the views and perspectives of Christian friends. The idea here is not to 
believe what everyone else believes or hear only what everyone else hears, but rather to under-
stand that we all hear God better when we are listening to each other. 
 

Wait and Pray when you are Unclear what God is Saying 
What we can do: When the answer of our prayers isn't clear, we often need to delay action and pray 
for further understanding. There are times when we cannot delay, we must decide something right 
away. Then we pray and act according to our best understanding. But when an immediate deci-
sion is not needed, waiting can be helpful to see if what God is saying to us can be clarified.  
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Food for Thought 
 
The prophet Isaiah traveled 
around Israel naked for three 
years (Isa 20:1-4). What do you 
think his high school friends 
would have voted him most 
likely to do? We will be  
looking at how God called this 
prophet, and how He spoke 
through him. 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

08/01  Introduction 
08/08  Who is God               Exod 3:1-15 
08/15  God Wants to Talk     Isa 6:1-10 
08/22  Oaks120th Anniversary-No Class 
08/29  What God Expects   Mk 12:28-34 
09/05  Bible is Important       Matt 4:1-11 
09/12  Who is Jesus         Matt 16:13-20 
09/19  Can I be Forgiven     John 3:1-17 
09/26  Death                    John 11:17-44 
10/03   Lone Ranger           Acts 2:42-47 
10/10  Keep it Real          Luke 11:37-54 
10/17   Temptation                   Gen 3:1-8 
10/24  Meaningful Life        Luke 9:23-27 
10/31  Holy Spirit                   Acts 2:1-13 
11/07  Grace                          Eph 2:1-10 
11/14  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
Today’s Lesson 
 
God spoke to Isaiah, but He also wanted to speak to all the people through Isaiah. Perhaps the first issue we should deal with 
is how God speaks to us. God spoke to Isaiah with an audible voice in the midst of a glorious vision. Many Christians and 
seekers envy Isaiah for this kind of experience. Yet even in biblical times, the vast majority of people never heard an audible 
voice from God. We need to learn the truth that was spoken to Job many centuries ago, "God speaks in one way, and in 
two, though people do not perceive it" (Job 33:14, NRSV). What are some of those ways God speaks to us? 
 
Through Scripture 
The book of Hebrews begins with how in the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways (Heb 11:1-2). Isaiah was one of those prophets through whom God spoke, and He spoke not just to the people 
of Isaiah's day but to people down through time. We are told in 2 Tim 3:16, "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness." So, if we truly want God to speak to us, we need to start by 
regularly reading Scripture (Acts 17:11). 
 
Through Human Messengers 
When God wanted to speak to the people of Israel, He did not broadcast a message over a loudspeaker. He entrusted it to 
specific people (Rom 3:1-2), in this case the prophet Isaiah. Sometimes the people God entrusts to speak for Him are people 
called to that as a full-time task - pastors, spiritual teachers, and missionaries. Sometimes God may entrust a message to 
someone who does not identify himself or herself as a messenger of God (1 Cor 4:1-2). Just when we need it most, God will 
send that next door neighbor by with a word of encouragement. That is also God speaking to us! We must be sensitive, then, 
to the reality that God could use anyone to speak to us  
 
Through Events in the World 
Sometimes a course of action we planned is cut off by circumstances. That could be God telling us to go another way. On at 
least one occasion the apostle Paul had planned to preach in various places in Asia, only to have that way blocked and a dif-
ferent opportunity open us to him. That opportunity led to the first evangelistic mission into Europe.  Paul understood that 
God was speaking to him in this experience (Acts 16:1-10). However God chooses to speak to us, we must listen and, when 
we believe God is speaking to us, respond in obedience (1 Sam 3:10). We know God can cut off His mercy toward those 
who refuse to hear His message (see Exodus 11:9-10). However, that is not what God ultimately wants. God "desires every-
one to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4, NRSV). God wanted Isaiah to know what to expect 
right from the start. Sometimes it seemed he was just talking to himself and everyone else was "hearing, but never under-
standing." Even Jesus had these same feelings in His ministry (Matt. 13:11-15). When God speaks to His children, He is not 
trying to spoil all our fun or make us miserable. God is trying to tell us the things we need to know to find spiritual healing. 
That is what we see here. When people really do listen to God, they "see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand 
with their hearts, and turn and be healed" (Isa 6:10). Spiritual healing means relief from the torture of guilt, moral confu
sion, and endless striving that leads to frustration. That is what God wants for us. That is what we can have when we really 
hear what God says to us. Are we listening? 
Preparation for the Next Session (08/29/10)                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                 
 
 
                                                                                                (Adapted from Essenial Truth: Knowing Christ Personally) 

  READINGS      REFLECTIVE QUESTIONS 
Monday 1 Corinthians 13:13 Why is love so important to Paul? 

Tuesday 1 John 3:13-15 How is love the opposite of death? 

Wednesday 1 John 3:16-20 Can you think of ways in which you love in truth? 

Thursday 1 John 4:7-12 What is your motivation for loving others? 

Friday Exodus 20:1-17 Which one of the Ten Commandments is the hardest for you to obey? 

Saturday Mark 12:28-31 Why did Jesus choose these two commandments? 

Sunday Mark 12:32-34 What can we expect from God when we seek answers to the questions 
we have about Him and the facts we read in the Bible? 


