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About Today’s Lesson 
 
After-Death Experiences 
Many would have you believe that they are only concerned with this life. How then do we 
explain the popularity of movies in recent years that concerned themselves with what 
happens after death? Such movies include: Ghost, The Sixth Sense, What Dreams May Come, City 
of Angels, and Frequency. That so many movies are made with this theme and so many people 
go to see them is evidence that there is, in the back of our minds, the question, "What 
happens when someone dies?" 
 
Resurrection of Lazarus 
The people of Jesus' day also wondered about what happened when people die. When 
someone died, the whole community came to mourn. That is what happened in the story we 
will look at today, the story of the death and resurrection of Lazarus. While this is an atypical 
story because it involves a physical resurrection, something that obviously does not happen 
for us, it is nevertheless a story from which we can learn much. Jesus used this incident to 
teach people that death was totally under God's control, and that since He was sent by the 
Father, it was under His control as well. It was the beginning of His message that because 
God is Lord over death itself, we have nothing to fear from this most ancient of enemies.  
 

Life Change Lesson 
 
Perhaps part of the reason we are a death-denying culture is that we cannot think of any other way 
of dealing with death. Americans are used to paying for an answer for every inconvenience. When 
we get hot, we pay for air conditioning. When we get cold, we pay for heat When we have aches 
and pains, we pay for painkillers. When we are too tired to walk even when we play golf, we pay 
for a golf cart. But no amount of money can keep us from dying. Once we realize that Christ 
already made a payment for us and, as a result, death does not have the final victory, there are 
some specific things we can do: 
 

Trust Christ's promise of eternal life through Him  
What we can do: It's not enough to learn intellectual facts about Christ, what He taught, how He 
died and rose again. You must make a decision to trust the promise that what Christ did in dying 
and being raised again brings you eternal life. 
 

Learn to talk openly about death 
What we can do: If you know that Christ has conquered death on your behalf, then you no longer 
need to treat death as a fearful subject. You can talk about death with your family and make 
practical plans for it because you know it has no power over you. Talking about death and your 
feelings about it helps diffuse the power of death even further. 
 

Manage your life wisely  
What we can do: Some might think that once they believe in eternal life, they can become careless 
of this life. But, when you realize that your life was bought with a price, the price of the death of 
Jesus Christ on the cross, then you realize that all of your life really belongs to Christ, and you 
must live it as a good steward. We are all precious to God! And so we live each day as a precious 
gift from God.   
                                                                         (Adapted from Essential Truth: Knowing Christ Personally) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

While we all have to recover 
from losses in our lives, 
recovering from death is not 
one of the things people are 
supposed to be able to 
recover from.  
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Knowing Christ  
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

08/01  Introduction 
08/08  Who is God               Exod 3:1-15 
08/15  God Wants to Talk       Isa 6:1-10 
08/22  Oaks120th Anniversary-No Class 
08/29  What God Expects   Mk 12:28-34 
09/05  Bible is Important       Matt 4:1-11 
09/12  Who is Jesus         Matt 16:13-20 
09/19  Can I be Forgiven     John 3:1-17 
09/26  Death                  John 11:17-44 
10/03   Lone Ranger           Acts 2:42-47 
10/10  Keep it Real          Luke 11:37-54 
10/17   Temptation                   Gen 3:1-8 
10/24  Meaningful Life        Luke 9:23-27 
10/31  Holy Spirit                   Acts 2:1-13 
11/07  Grace                          Eph 2:1-10 
11/14  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
Today’s Lesson 
 
People who study the story of Lazarus often wonder, why didn't Jesus come immediately when He heard His friend was ill? Jesus 
had stayed with His friends Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42; John 11:5-6). Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed 
where he was two more days. What John, the writer of this Gospel, would have us understand is that Jesus needed this 
"demonstration opportunity." As we look at this story, there are several key phrases that highlight what the story has to say about 
death, what faith in Christ can do for us at the time of death, and what happens after death.  
 

The first phrase, a statement made by both Mary and Martha, is "Lord, ... if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died" (vs. 21,32). In the context of the story, this is a statement of belief that Jesus could have prevented the death. We seem to 
have the idea that the main function of belief in God is to protect us from death (John 11:4; John 9:1-3).  But physical death 
happens (Heb 9:27). Every person in this story, including Lazarus, has long since experienced physical death. While Jesus delayed 
physical death for Lazarus, He has not eliminated it for any of us.  
 

A second phrase we should look at is in verses 25-26: "I am the resurrection (1 Cor 15:20-23) and the life. He who believes in me 
will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die." At first glance this statement seems to be full 
of contradictions: "will live, even though he dies" and "whoever lives and believes in me will never die." Jesus is working with two 
different meanings of "die." All people die physically, but not all people will die spiritually (1 John 5:16-17). Those who believe in 
Christ, even though they will physically die one day, will be resurrected in their spirit to live forever with God, they will never truly 
die (1 Thess 4:13-18). In this life, our spirits are quite dependent on our physical selves, if our body suffers, our spirits are quite 
dependent on our physical selves, if our body suffers, our spirit will most often become lethargic and weak. But in the life after this 
one, through the power of God, our spirits break free from the barriers and weaknesses imposed by our decrepit bodies. The 
person whose physical body had a disability will not be disabled. We are told by the apostle Paul that God will replace our physical 
body with a "spiritual body." That body will not have the weaknesses and limitations of the physical body we had in this life (see 1 
Cor. 15:35-44).  
 

A third phrase we should consider is found in verse 44, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go." Grave clothes, used to prepare 
Lazarus' body for burial, would have been binding and limiting on him as a person who was going to go on living for a while. In a 
sense, many people in this life are walking around in "grave clothes." They are letting the death that will come someday bind and 
enslave them. They become so busy avoiding death that they forget to live. That is why Jesus, by delivering us from death's power 
through the promise of resurrection, has transformed this life as well. Hebrews says it this way. "He too shared in their humanity 
so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death ... and free those who all their lives were held in slavery 
by their fear of death" (Heb. 2:14-15). 
 

What Jesus did for Lazarus was a demonstration of God's power over death and an illustration of what is to come to each one 
who believes in Christ. Throughout the story are calls to believe (vs. 25, 26 and 40). When we respond and believe, we step out of 
the grave clothes to start a new life, a new life that will never end.  
 
 

Preparation for the Next Session (10/03/10) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                           

 
                                           

 
                             
                                           

 
 
                                           

 
                                           
                                           

                                                                                      (Adapted from Essential Truth: Knowing Christ Personally) 

  READINGS      REFLECTIVE QUESTIONS 
Monday 1 Corinthians 12:18-26 Think of the members of your small group. How important is each 

one to you? 
Tuesday Ephesians 5:18-21 How do we encourage one another? How do we submit to one 

another? 
Wednesday Ephesians 4:11-16 Can you think of a time someone spoke the truth to you in love? 

Thursday Matthew 28:18-20 How can you be a part of this final command that Jesus gave the 
church? 

Friday 1 Peter 5:1-5 We are all to submit and serve each other. How does it affect the rest 
of the small group when someone looks out after his or her own 
interests? 

Saturday Acts 2:42-47 It was important for the persecuted church to draw close together, 
What draws your group close together? 

Sunday Acts 2:42-47 How did the Lord respond to the first church? Do people in your 
community see a real difference in the lives of those in your church? 


