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About Today’s Lesson 
 
The Mystery Of The Holy Spirit 
Some experiences are not easy to explain. You are at a concert and more than just hearing 
music together, you are sharing an experience with strangers. The strangers suddenly seem 
like people you have known all your life. What caused this to happen? It's hard to say. Or, 
while taking a walk through a forest, you suddenly stop and, as you look around, all the loose 
pieces of your life seemingly come together. What brought this insight? It's hard to say. Some 
experiences in life have a certain mystery about them. The Holy Spirit is like that. The Holy 
Spirit is God, but explaining all that happens when the Holy Spirit comes upon you is not 
easy to do. It will always have a certain mystery about it. The best we can do is look at how 
people in the Bible were affected by the Holy Spirit's presence; then supplement that with 
teachings of Jesus concerning the Spirit. That is what we will do in this session, and as we do, 
perhaps the Holy Spirit and what He does for us will become a little less mysterious.  
 
 
 

Life Change Lesson 
 
The Holy Spirit was the empowering force for all that happened in the book of Acts. This 
included healings (Acts 3:1-10; 5:12-16; 20:7-12); many conversions (Acts 2:40-41; 8:26-40; 
9:1-9; 16:11-15; 17:34); and experiences of cross-cultural understanding and fellowship (Acts 
2:42-47; 4:32-37; and 10:1-48). Such things also happen today because believers are filled with 
the Holy Spirit. How can Christians be a part of such happenings? Three actions are most 
important: 
 
Pray for the Spirit's power and presence in your life 
We should pray constantly to release the power of the indwelling of the Spirit, but especially 
when we meet great challenges (see Acts 8:15-16). In Luke's gospel, we see a comparison of 
God's giving to that of human fathers. Jesus says, "If you then, though you are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" (Luke 11:13). 
 
Discover your gifts 
All Christians have been gifted by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:7), but not all Christians discover 
and use those gifts. We discover our gifts through earnest prayer, through feedback from 
Christian friends who have observed us in action, and by observing what kind of service 
brings us the most satisfaction. 
 
Develop your gifts 
If all we ever attempt is the trivial, the Holy Spirit's power will never fully be in evidence. 
Like muscles that grow stronger with use and atrophy with disuse, the Holy Spirit's power is 
only as strong in us as what we attempt for God. The disciples of Acts did not hesitate to 
speak up in hostile settings (Acts 4:19-20;  5:27-32; 6:8-7:60; 25:23-26:32); heal those others 
could not heal (Acts 3:1-10); or seek to change their world (Acts 17:6; 17:16-34; 19:23-27). If 
we want to experience the same power of the Spirit, we need to attempt the same kinds of 
things.      
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

08/01  Introduction 
08/08  Who is God               Exod 3:1-15 
08/15  God Wants to Talk       Isa 6:1-10 
08/22  Oaks120th Anniversary-No Class 
08/29  What God Expects   Mk 12:28-34 
09/05  Bible is Important       Matt 4:1-11 
09/12  Who is Jesus         Matt 16:13-20 
09/19  Can I be Forgiven     John 3:1-17 
09/26  Death                    John 11:17-44 
10/03   Lone Ranger           Acts 2:42-47 
10/10  Keep it Real          Luke 11:37-54 
10/17   Temptation                   Gen 3:1-8 
10/24  Meaningful Life        Luke 9:23-27 
10/31  Holy Spirit                Acts 2:1-13 
11/07  Grace                          Eph 2:1-10 
11/14  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

Today’s Lesson 
 
There was a "grand entry" in Scripture that was motivated by God's love for humankind. This was the entry of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost. A violent wind swept through the house, flames of fire appeared on people's heads, and they 
miraculously started speaking in other languages. Talk about drama! Many considered this the birthday of the church. It 
certainly marked the coming of the Holy Spirit.   
 
First of all, we read that "a sound like the blowing of a violent wind" (Acts 2:2) came from heaven and filled the house. 
While sudden, violent winds happen sometimes, the fact that this one is described as coming from heaven indicates that 
this would be an event that came from God. To understand this event we need to know that in Greek, the language in 
which the New Testament was written, the word for "spirit" and the word for "wind" were the same word, pneuma. 
This is appropriate because wind is a good symbol for the Holy Spirit (John 3:8).  There are several aspects of the wind 
that are like the Holy Spirit, and all are suggested in the Scripture we just referenced: (1) You cannot see either one directly 
you only see the effect. (2) A second aspect is mystery. (3) Wind has the ability to be both powerful and gentle.  The Holy Spirit 
can bring gentle consolation or the power that was shown at Pentecost.  A second symbol of the Holy Spirit in this 
story is fire (Acts 2:3).  Fire is a symbol of God's presence and reminds us that the Spirit is God Himself. God came to 
Moses in a burning bush (Exodus 3:1-6). Hebrews 12:29 tells us, "God is a consuming fire." Fire is also a symbol of 
power.  
 
The Holy Spirit helps the believer in several ways, some of which are suggested in this story. The Spirit gives us abilities 
we can use to serve God and others. The Spirit enables us with many gifts that are generally not as flashy as in this 
story: The ability to teach, to organize a ministry, to preach, or to encourage another Christian are just a few. Lists of 
such gifts can be found in 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12:4-8. These gifts are important because everyone wants to 
be needed and to contribute in a meaningful way.  The Spirit also teaches us what we need to know. This is implied in 
the story from Acts because to speak to others about Christ, the Spirit had to give insights to the disciples doing the 
speaking. But we are also told more specifically that this teaching is a function of the Spirit in John 16:12-13. We can 
find the same reassurance in John 14:25-26.  The Spirit brings us together across our cultural differences. Wars, 
genocide, crimes of hate, and prejudice, cultural differences threaten to tear us apart. But the Holy Spirit brings us 
together across those differences. In this wonderful incident, we see the barrier of language fall for one miraculous 
moment, and people suddenly understand the same truth, that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior of us all! That same truth 
is conveyed even more clearly to Peter in a vision from heaven (Acts 10), where he concludes, "I now realize how true 
it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right" (Acts 
10:34-35).  Finally, the Spirit is a comforting presence to the believer. This is not found so much in the Pentecost story, 
but in John 14:15-18, Jesus promises He will not leave us as "orphans" but will give us "another Counselor". The Holy 
Spirit that came at Pentecost is a rich resource for every Christian. In a life full of challenges we cannot afford not to 
tap that strong and never-failing resource.  
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                                                                                                                  (Adapted from Essential Truth: Knowing Christ Personally) 

  READINGS      REFLECTIVE QUESTIONS 
Monday Romans 11:2-6 God is faithful to continue His work. What does Paul tell us about grace and 

works? 
Tuesday 1 Peter 1:13 We are to live by grace. Does that mean we are not to be concerned with 

living moral and pure lives? Why or why not? 
Wednesday 1 Peter 4:10-11 How do we show the grace of God? 
Thursday 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 What difficulty (like Paul's "thorn") has God used in your life? 
Friday 1 Timothy 1:12-17 How do we know we can trust the grace of God to completely deal with our 

sin? 
Saturday Romans 5:15-21 How is God's grace a gift to you? 
Sunday Ephesians 2:1-10 Would you consider yourself to be alive with Christ? Why? 


