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The lepers "stood at a distance," for they were forbidden by law (Lev. 13:46) to come 
into contact with other human beings. Since they were some distance from Jesus and 
his disciples, they had to raise their voices in order to be heard (Luke 17:13). They 
addressed Jesus as "Master," which means simply that they recognized him as a rabbi, 
or teacher. It is striking that Jesus did not heal them on the spot, but simply told 
them to "Go and show yourselves to the priests" (Luke 17:14). The reason for these 
instructions was the longstanding legal requirement that a leper healed of his disease 
must get a "clean bill of health" from a priest before he could be reintegrated into 
society (Lev. 13 and 14). This would have to be done in Jerusalem, and that called for 
a long journey over rough terrain. It took a lot of faith for these men to head out for 
Jerusalem even before they were assured of being healed. Apparently, the healing 
took place at some point on their journey. 
 
To fully appreciate the overwhelming sense of gratitude felt by the leper who turned 
back when he "saw that he was healed" (Luke 17:15), we need to remember that 
leprosy was thought to be an uncurable disease in those days. There was no medical 
remedy. A leper could only hope for a miracle from God. That explains why the leper 
"praised God with a loud voice" as he returned and "fell on his face at Jesus' 
feet" (Luke 17:15). Jesus made it a point to call attention to the lack of gratitude on 
the part of the other lepers. He wasn't concerned that they had failed to give him 
credit for their healing, but, rather, that they had not given praise to God (Luke 
17:18). His words "except this foreigner" emphasize the contrast between the 
Samaritan's gratitude and the ingratitude of the lepers who were "children of 
Abraham." 
 
The lovely hymn of gratitude, "Now Thank We All Our God," was written by a 
German pastor, Martin Rinkart, in 1636. The first stanza praises God who "Hath 
blest us on our way with countless gifts of love." But, surprisingly, Rinkart wrote 
those lines in the dark shadows of famine, disease and destruction brought on by the 
Thirty Years' War. In his dauntless faith, this pious Lutheran pastor recognized that 
we should be thankful for rain as well as for the sunshine, for both are essential to 
growth. Every morning we should greet the day with Paul's prayer of gratitude in our 
hearts, "Thanks be to God" (1 Cor. 15:57). 
 
                                           (Adapted from "Coleman's Notes - Show Your Gratitude" by Lucien Coleman) 
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Food for Thought 
 
Gratitude is a God-honoring attitude 

Ten thousand precious gifts 
My daily thanks employ; 

Among them is a grateful heart 
To take those gifts with joy 

 

(From "Our Daily Bread", Nov 26, 1998) 
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NEXT SERIES 
Studies in 1 Corinthians 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/05  Introduction 
12/12  Why Can’t We Get Along   1:1-17 
12/19  Remember the Cross      1:18-2:2    
12/26  CHRISTMAS LESSON 
01/02  Spiritually Mature          2:14-3:16 
01/09  Servant Leadership            4:1-21 
01/16  Immoral World                    5:1-13 
                                              and  6:9-20 
01/23  Marriage & Singleness       7:1-35 
01/30  Life’s Grey Area                 8:1-13 
                                           and   9:19-26 
                                           and 10:14-33 
02/06  Worship                            11:2-16 
02/13  Lord’s Supper                 11:17-34 
02/20  Are You Gifted                  12:4-31 
02/27  Greatest Way to Live        13:1-13 
03/06  Place to Proclaim             14:1-25 
03/13  Hope                                 15:3-57 
03/20  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
REQUEST - Mercy 
Luke 17:12-13 
12 And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers,  
who stood at a distance 
13 and lifted up their voices, saying, "Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us." 
 

God is the only source of mercy (Ps 146:3-5) 
We find mercy at God's throne of grace (Heb 4:16) 
God's mercy extends to those who fear Him (Luke  
1:50) 
It is only through God's mercy that we are not consumed 
(Lam 3:22) 
It is in man's distress that God displays His greatest 
mercy (Isa 63:9) 

 
 
SOLUTION - Obedience 
Luke 17:14 
14 When he saw them he said to them, "Go and  show 
yourselves to the priests." And as they went they were 
cleansed. 
 

Obedience that is from humble, praying, repentant people 
of God (2 Chron 7:14) 
Obedience that is bold and steadfast (Dan 3:16-18) 
Obedience is an obligation (Rom 8:12-14) 
Obedience that leads to righteousness (Rom 6:16) 
Obedience that shows love for God (1 John 5:2-3) 

 
 
RESPONSE - Thanksgiving 
Luke 17:15-16 
15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back,  praising God with a loud voice; 
16 and  he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him 
thanks. Now he was  a Samaritan. 
 

Give thanks to God for all things (Rom 14:6) 
Whatever we do or have, we must give thanks to God in 
the name of Jesus (Col 3:17) 
Giving thanks is part of consecration to God (1 Tim 4:4
-5) 
We should continually give thanks to God as a praise 
(Heb 13:15-16) 
In all circumstances we must give thanks (1 Thes 5:18) 

 

 
 
THE EXPECTATION - Praise to God 
Luke 17:17-18 
17 Then Jesus answered, "Were not  ten cleansed? 
Where are the nine? 
18 Was no one found to return and  give praise to God 
except this  foreigner?" 
 

Praise God because it is right to do (Ps 33:1) 
We should never forget to praise God (Ps 106:12-13) 
Knowing God is not enough, we should praise Him 
(Rom 1:20-22) 
When we don't praise God like we should, His wrath 
will sometimes be aroused (2 Chron 32:25) 
Praise God for His faithfulness, even in our 
unfaithfulness (2 Tim 2:13)  

 
 
PROCLAMATION - Active Faith 
Luke 17:12-19 
19 And he said to him, "Rise and go your way;  your 
faith has made you well." 
 

Mercy comes to those who believe God is able (Matt 9:27
-30) 
Mercy comes to those who have persistent faith (Matt 
15:22-28) 
Mercy comes to those who earnest desire for God to help 
(Matt 20:29-34) 
Mercy comes to those who seek God's compassion (Mark 
9:20-28) 

 
"Faith" - Confidence and trust in God 
"Well" - Delivered, made whole or restored  


