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What This Lesson Is About 
 Several years ago a popular preacher was deploring the lack of emphasis on Christian 
growth in our typical approach to evangelism. "We have become so focused on the doctrine 
of the new birth," he said, "that we have failed to give much attention to getting the baby out 
of the bassinet." But, in fact, the New Testament places a great deal of emphasis on the 
necessity of growth toward maturity in Christ. (Read 1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18; Heb. 6:1; and 
Eph. 4:15.) These passages imply that, while some Christians have matured in the faith, 
others have never graduated from kindergarten, spiritually. That was the reality that 
prompted Paul to write to the Corinthians, "But I, brethren, could not address you as 
spiritual men, but as men of the flesh, as babes in Christ ...and even yet you are not ready" (1 
Cor. 3:1-2). Why did he say this? In what sense were they behaving like spiritual babes? This 
lesson addresses itself to these questions. 
 

Explore The Bible Passage 
 First, read 1 Cor. 2:14-3:16. Then look at two other Pauline passages that are very closely 
related to this line of thought - Gal. 5:19-23, Phil. 2:1-2, 12-13.  Can you detect the common 
thread running through these passages? 
 

Take A Closer Look 
1) What is the primary evidence of immaturity among the Corinthian Christians, from 

Paul's point of view? 1 Cor. 3:3 answers the question. Rather than exhibiting 
maturity in their relationships, they were quarreling and fighting like impetuous 
children.  

2) In verse 4, Paul refers once again to the cliques they had formed within the 
congregation, using this to illustrate his contention that there was jealousy and strife 
among them.  

3) Since the members of these respective groups were claiming allegiance to favorite 
preachers, Paul goes into some detail to make the point that none of these "heroes" 
should be given loyalty that belongs only to God (verses 5-15). The gist of his 
argument is that collectively, all these men have been used to accomplish God's 
purpose; but none could have built the building of faith apart from God's leadership 
(verses 10-15).  

4) Gal. 5:19-23 expands on Paul's statement in 1 Cor. 3:3, "you are still of the 
flesh." (Notice the contrasting characteristics of "flesh" vs. "spirit" in this Galatians 
passage.  

5) Phil. 2:1-2, 12-13, comes at the same thought from a somewhat different angle. 
Christians who are "participating in the Spirit" are united in heart and mind.  As they 
strive earnestly to maintain unity within the fellowship, they are becoming more in 
reality what they are potentially in Christ. 

 

Think It Through 
 What are the evidences of true spirituality? Whatever else might be said on the subject, 
Paul would include "behaving ourselves in the company of other Christians, and treating one 
another with courtesy and respect" as evidences of spiritual maturity. 
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Food for Thought 
 

Christians who get along with  
each other spread the sweet aroma  

of Jesus. When love and kindness rule 
our lives, And we are seen as one, 

The fragrance of our unity 
Has no comparison.  

 

   Behold, how good and how pleasant 
   it is for brethren to dwell together  in 
   unity!                 Ps 133:1 (NIV) 
 
 

    (From "Our Daily Bread", Oct 24, 2010) 
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Studies in 1 Corinthians 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/05  Introduction 
12/12  Why Can’t We Get Along   1:1-17 
12/19  Remember the Cross      1:18-2:2    
12/26  NO CLASS - CHRISTMAS  
01/02  Spiritually Mature        2:14-3:16 
01/09  Servant Leadership            4:1-21 
01/16  Immoral World                    5:1-13 
                                              and  6:9-20 
01/23  Marriage & Singleness       7:1-35 
01/30  Life’s Grey Area                 8:1-13 
                                           and   9:19-26 
                                           and 10:14-33 
02/06  Worship                            11:2-16 
02/13  Lord’s Supper                 11:17-34 
02/20  Are You Gifted                  12:4-31 
02/27  Greatest Way to Live        13:1-13 
03/06  Place to Proclaim             14:1-29 
03/13  Hope                                 15:3-57 
03/20  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
BECOME SPIRITUALLY MATURE BY HAVING THE MIND 
OF CHRIST (1 COR 2:14-16) 

Six Characteristics of a Christlike Mind 
Ability to live according to the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:5) 
Ability to understand God's Will (Eph 5:17) 
Ability to have a mature wisdom from God (1 Cor 2:6-
7) 
Ability to have the correct interpretation of God's 
Word (1 Cor 2:13) 
Ability to have our spiritual eyes opened (Ps 119:18) 
Ability to attain the fullness of Jesus (Eph 4:13) 

 
 
BECOME SPIRITUALLY MATURE BY MATURING OUT OF 
CARNALITY (1 COR 3:1-4) 

Carnality keeps one from the ability to receive God's 
word (vs 1-2) 

Not receiving the word because of not being able to 
bear it (John 16:12) 
Not receiving the word because of being slow to learn 
(Heb 5:11-13) 
Not receiving the word because of sin in life (1 Pet 
2:1-2) 
Not receiving the word because of being childish (1 
Cor 13:11) 
Not receiving the word because being immature (Eph 
4:11-15) 

Carnality breeds divisions among people (vs 3-4) 
Divisions that hinder unity (1 Cor 1:10-13) 
Divisions that need judgments (1 Cor 6:4) 
Divisions that cause harm (1 Cor 11:17-18) 
Divisions that cause factions (2 Cor 12:20-21) 
Divisions that will eventually cause destruction if not 
resolved (Gal 5:14-16) 
Divisions that come from the sinful nature (Gal 5:19-
21) 
Divisions that come from worldly wisdom (James 
3:13-17) 
Divisions that causes fights and quarrels (James 4:1-2) 

 
 
BECOME SPIRITUALLY MATURE BY BEING CO-
LABORERS WITH GOD (1 COR 3:5-9) 

Co-laborers that rely on the power of God (vs 5-7) 
Reliance because labor without God is in vain (Ps 
127:1-2) 
Reliance because God makes all things grow (Isa 
61:11) 
Reliance on the grace of God (1 Cor 15:10) 
Reliance on the competence that comes from God (2 
Cor 3:4-5) 
Reliance on the power of the Holy Spirit (1Thes 1:5) 
Reliance on the Head of the body, which is Jesus (Col 
2:18-19) 

 
Co-laborers that work as a unit (vs 8) 

Unity through the Spirit of unity (Rom 15:5) 
Unity through the bond of peace (Eph 4:2-7) 
Unity bound together with love (Col 3:14) 
Unity that strengthens the Church (1 Cor 14:26) 
Unity where each part does its work (Eph 4:16) 
Unity that God planned that will eventually make us 
perfect (Heb 11:40) 

Co-laborers that are part of a larger group (vs 9) 
Larger group of fellow citizens of God's household 
(Eph 2:19-22) 
Larger group of a spiritual house (1 Pet 2:5) 
Larger group of sheep that belong to Jesus  (John 
10:16) 
Larger group of God's olive tree (Rom 11:16-21) 
Larger group of the Vine of Jesus (John 15:1-7) 

 
 
BECOME SPIRITUALLY MATURE BY BUILDING WISELY 
ON A SOLID FOUNDATION (1 COR 3:10-16) 

Build wisely by having a foundation of Jesus (vs 10-11) 
A foundation of a precious cornerstone (Isa 28:16) 
A foundation of Christ, the Son of the living God 
(Matt 16:15-18) 
A foundation of a saving capstone (Acts 4:11-12) 
A foundation of the true gospel (Gal 1:8-9) 
A foundation that was built on by the apostles and 
prophets (Eph 2:19-20) 
A solid foundation that stands firm (2 Tim 2:19) 
A foundation that is precious and which supports 
God's royal priesthood (1 Pet 2:6-9) 

Build wisely by considering the judgment of works (vs 
12-16) 

A judgment that will bring everything to light (1 Cor 
4:5) 
A judgment that judges men's secrets (Rom 2:16) 
A judgment of the nations (Matt 25:31-33) 
A judgment entrusted to Jesus by God (John 5:21-22) 
A judgment that all will stand before (Rom 14:10) 
A judgment that judges what was done in the body (2 
Cor 5:10) 
A judgment that is destined for man (Heb 9:27) 

 


