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What This Lesson Is About 
 "Marry by all means. If you get a good wife you will become very happy; if you get a bad 
one you will become a philosopher and that is good for every man." That advice comes from 
the notable Greek philosopher, Socrates. But what did the Apostle Paul have to say on the 
subject? At first glance, the evidence seems to be mixed. In 1 Cor. 7:1, he writes, "It is well 
for a man not to touch a woman." (The NIV says, "It is good for a man not to marry.") But, 
in the very next verse, we read, "each man should have his own wife and each woman her 
own husband." So, what was Paul's attitude toward marriage? This lesson explores that 
question. 
 

Explore The Bible Passage 
As you read 1 Cor. 7:1-14, 26-35, look for answers to these questions: 

1. Was Paul for or against marriage? 
2. Did he believe husbands and wives should be equal partners in their sexual 

relationship? 
3. Was Paul himself married? 
4. In what circumstances would it be advisable for unmarried adults to think seriously 

about getting married?  
5. How did Paul feel about divorce? 
6. Should a Christian stay married to an unbeliever? 
7. Why was Paul less than enthusiastic about marriage? 

 

Take A Closer Look 
1. The first sentence in 1 Cor. 7:1 lets us know that Paul is responding to questions that 

have been relayed to him from the church in Corinth. Apparently, they were 
wondering whether or not believers should marry (verses 1-7), remarry (verses 8-9) 
or terminate marriages to unbelievers (verses 10-15). 

2. Paul tends to favor the single life (verse 8) for reasons given in verses 26-35. 
However, there is an important proviso: Only those whom God has endowed with a 
special gift for celibacy should forego marriage (verse 7). 

3. Paul leaves no doubt that he believes in the permanency of marriage. He says flatly, 
"the wife should not separate from her husband" and "the husband should not 
divorce his wife" (verse 10). And he instructs even those who are married to 
unbelievers to stay with their spouses (verses 13-15), if at all possible. 

4. Paul's tendency to de-emphasize marriage at that particular juncture in history was 
attributable to his feeling that the responsibilities of family life would impose extra 
burdens on Christians as they faced a time of distress that would signal the end of 
the age (verses 26-35). 

 

Think It Through 
 Today we are bombarded on every hand with the philosophy that sexual experience is 
essential to the complete development of human nature. Paul clearly disagreed with this 
assumption. His own life bore testimony to the truth that the celibate life can be creative, 
resourceful and satisfying. But he was no prude. He recognized marriage as a divinely 
ordained way of life, and insisted that if Christians do marry they must not have a morbid, 
Puritanical attitude toward their sexual impulses. He advocated free and unrestricted 
expression of sexuality within marriage. 
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Food for Thought 
 

Marriage God’s Way 
 

If men and women yield to God 
And of His love partake, The 

marriage bond that  joins two hearts 
No power  on earth can break. 
God created husband and wife  

to complement each other. 
 

  For this reason a man will  leave his  
  father and mother  and be united to his 
  wife,  and they will become one flesh. 
                          (Gen 2:24 NIV) 
 

  From "Our Daily Bread", Mar 20, 2010) 

Jan 23, 2011 
 

 

Studies in 1 Corinthians 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/05  Introduction 
12/12  Why Can’t We Get Along   1:1-17 
12/19  Remember the Cross      1:18-2:2    
12/26  NO CLASS - CHRISTMAS  
01/02  Spiritually Mature          2:14-3:16 
01/09  Servant Leadership            4:1-21 
01/16  Immoral World                    5:1-13 
                                              and  6:9-20 
01/23  Marriage & Singleness    7:1-35 
01/30  Life’s Grey Area                 8:1-13 
                                           and   9:19-26 
                                           and 10:14-33 
02/06  Worship                            11:2-16 
02/13  Lord’s Supper                 11:17-34 
02/20  Are You Gifted                  12:4-31 
02/27  Greatest Way to Live        13:1-13 
03/06  Place to Proclaim             14:1-29 
03/13  Hope                                 15:3-57 
03/20  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
GUIDELINES FOR MARRIAGE  (7:1-5) 

Marriage is a good thing  (vs 1) 
To find a wife is a favor from God (Prov 18:22) 
A prudent wife is from God (Prov 19:14) 
A wife is worth more than any wealth (Prov 31:10) 

Marriage is a preventive to sexual sin  (vs 2) 
Prevents the improper actions toward future mate (1 Cor 7:36) 
Prevents sexually immorality (Heb 13:4) 
Prevents acting like a heathen who does not know God (1 Thess 4:3-6) 

Marriage is the basis for intimacy  (vs 3-4) 
A basis for love (Ephesians 5:28) 
A basis for respect and consideration (1 Peter 3:7) 
A basis for pleasing the mate (1 Cor 7:33-34) 

Marriage must have conditions for abstinence  (vs 5) 
Only for consecration (Ex 19:14-15; Joel 2:16) 
 

GUIDELINES FOR UNMARRIED  (7:6-9; 25-35) 
Advice not command  (vs 6; 25) 

Advice to test sincerity (2 Corinthians 8:8) 
Advice based on godly trustworthiness (1 Corinthians 7:25) 
Advice because even though God wants perfection, man is not capable (Matthew 19:8) 

Paul's wishes  (vs 7-8; 26-31) 
That each person be given a different gift and perspective (Matthew 19:11-12) 
That each person should stay in the manner God has called them (1 Cor 7:17) 
That no one on their own try to change their marriage position (1 Cor 7:27) 

Conditional choices  (vs 9; 32-35) 
Singleness is a gift from God (Matt 19:10-11) 
Choices to avoid future troubles (1 Corinthians 7:28) 
Choices based on the fact that we belong to God   (1 Corinthians 7:39) 
Choices taking in consideration of strengths and weaknesses (1 Timothy 5:11) 
Choices to deny Satan an opportunity (1 Timothy 5:14) 

 
GUIDELINES FOR DIVORCE  (7:10-17) 

God's command  (vs 10) 
Divorce breaks the covenant with God and mate (Mal 2:14-15) 
Divorce is man separating the marriage, which is against God's law (Matt 19:3-6) 
God hates divorce (Mal 2:16) 
There are very limited reasons for divorce (Matt 5:31-32) 
Because to God man and woman are one (1 Cor 11:11-12) 

Paul's  options  (vs 11-13, 15) 
Stay together to provide example of a Christian in hopes of conviction and salvation (1 Peter 3:1-2; 1 Timothy 4:16) 
There should be stipulations to divorcing and remarrying (Jeremiah 3:1; Deut 24:1-4) 
Allow to leave because marriage was never in accordance to God's law (Ezra 10:1-3) 

Rules of sanctification  (vs 14) 
To the pure all things are pure (Titus 1:15-16) 
Sanctification through being united (Romans 11:16) 
Children have a special sanctified place with Jesus (Matt 19:13-14) 
An example of a sanctified Christian coming from a spiritually mixed marriage is Timothy (Acts 16:1)  


