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What This Lesson Is About 
 When you explore the opinions of Christian people concerning matters of proper attire 
and adornment in church, you'll unearth a variety of attitudes. Is it okay for women to wear 
pants in church? (Some years ago, Brazilian Baptists were horrified when American Baptist 
women wore pants to a Baptist World Alliance meeting there.) Should teenagers wear shorts 
when they sing in the youth choir during the summer? Questions like these go a long way 
back; to the first-century, in fact. For example, in the first half of 1 Corinthians 11, Paul is 
dealing with the question, "Should women cover their heads in church meetings?" This 
apparently was one of several questions related to worship practices that came to Paul from 
the church in Corinth. 
 

Explore The Bible Passage 
 Read what Paul says about women and veils in 1 Cor. 11:3-16. As you read, think about 
how Paul would complete the sentence, "Women should cover their heads in church 
meetings, because...." 
 

Take A Closer Look 
1. In Paul's day, respectable women always covered their heads when they went out in 

public. Only women of loose character appeared in public without veils. The writer of 
the early non-biblical religious work, the Acts of Thomas, described shameless women as 
"immodest creatures who walked about bare-headed." But, Christian meetings were not 
held in public places; they took place in the intimacy of private houses; so, some of the 
Corinthian women apparently concluded that the veil need not be worn when in the 
"Household of the Lord." 

2. On the other hand, some of the Corinthian men, perhaps following the Jewish practice 
that eventually became universal among the Jews, wore head coverings during prayer 
(verse 7). 

3. Paul disagreed with the women who felt they could discard the veil in church meetings 
(verse 5), and with men who covered their heads (verse 7). For a woman not to veil 
herself, he insisted, was as disgraceful as having her head shaved (verse 5), and that was 
indeed a scandalous violation of social tradition. 

4. But Paul argues the point on theological grounds, rather than appealing to social 
tradition, by referring to the scriptural account of creation. Man, created in the image of 
God (Gen. 1:27), is the "glory of God" (i.e., he reveals what a wondrous being God 
could create). Woman, on the other hand, reveals what a marvelous being God could 
create from a man (1 Cor. 11:8). (Here Paul evidently refers to the creation account in 
Gen. 2:22, rather than to Gen. 1:27.) His point, argued in true Rabbinic fashion, is that 
this distinction between man and woman should be preserved by the woman's veiled 
head in contrast to the man's uncovered head. 

5. Why Paul appeals to "nature" to make the point that long hair is degrading to a man 
(verse 14) is not quite clear, since many of the Greek heroes and not a few Old 
Testament characters wore their hair long. 

 

Think It Through 
 Although Paul's insistence that women wear head coverings in worship services did 
reflect the customary subordination of women in his day, we should note that, in contrast to 
prevailing customs, (1) he upholds the right of women to pray and speak out (i.e., prophesy) 
in Christian meetings and (2) acknowledges the mutual interdependence of men and women 
(10:11).                                                  (adapted from "Studies in 1 Corinthians" by Lucien Coleman) 
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Food for Thought 
 

In Tune With Christ 
 

Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love! 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above.  

To have harmony with other believers,  
we must be in tune with Christ. 

 
 

  But now there are many members,  
  but one body.  
                   (1 Cor 12:20 NASB) 
 
 

 From "Our Daily Bread", July 23, 1999) 
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Studies in 1 Corinthians 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/05  Introduction 
12/12  Why Can’t We Get Along   1:1-17 
12/19  Remember the Cross      1:18-2:2    
12/26  NO CLASS - CHRISTMAS  
01/02  Spiritually Mature          2:14-3:16 
01/09  Servant Leadership            4:1-21 
01/16  Immoral World                    5:1-13 
                                              and  6:9-20 
01/23  Marriage & Singleness      7:1-35 
01/30  Life’s Grey Area                 8:1-13 
                                           and   9:19-26 
                                           and 10:14-33 
02/06  Worship                           11:2-16 
02/13  Lord’s Supper                 11:17-34 
02/20  Are You Gifted                  12:4-31 
02/27  Greatest Way to Live        13:1-13 
03/06  Place to Proclaim             14:1-29 
03/13  Hope                                 15:3-57 
03/20  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
Three Elements of Conformity 
 
1. Traditions (2) 
 
Hold on to the good ones (2 Thess 2:15) 

15 So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions 
which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter 
from us. 

It was part of traditions that women should wear veils outside of 
home (Gen 24:62-65) 

62 Now Isaac had come from going to Beer-lahai-roi; for he 
was living in the Negev. 63 Isaac went out to meditate in the 
field toward evening; and he lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, camels were coming. 64 Rebekah lifted up her eyes, 
and when she saw Isaac she dismounted from the camel. 65 
She said to the servant, "Who is that man walking in the field 
to meet us?" And the servant said, "He is my master." Then 
she took her veil and covered herself. 

Beware of traditions based on principles of the world (Col 2:8)   
8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy 
and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, 
according to the elementary principles of the world, rather 
than according to Christ. 

 
 
 
2. God's commands related to authority (3) 
 

God designed the original authority path (Eph 5:22-24) 
22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 
For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the 
head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 
24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives 
ought to be to their husbands in everything.  

Submission is part of authority (1 Peter 3:1-8) 
1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own 
husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the 
word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of 
their wives, 2 as they observe your chaste and respectful 
behavior. 3 Your adornment must not be merely external 
— braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting 
on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, 
with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, 
which is precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this way in 
former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to 
adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands; 6 
just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have 
become her children if you do what is right without being 
frightened by any fear. 7 You husbands in the same way, live 
with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone 
weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow 
heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be 
hindered. 8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, 
brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
God's Word provides the foundational authority standards (1 
Cor 14:33-35) 

33 for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all 
the churches of the saints. 34 The women are to keep silent in 
the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but are to 
subject themselves, just as the Law also says. 35 If they desire 
to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; 
for it is improper for a woman to speak in church. 

 
 
3. Relationship to God demands unity (11) 
 
Having a relationship with God means that we are all as one 
(Gal 3:26-29) 

26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs 
according to promise. 

Having a relationship with God means that we are fellow citizens 
of God's household (Eph 2:18-22) 

18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to 
the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's 
household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner 
stone,  21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is 
growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 

Having a relationship with God means that we are one body in 
Christ (Rom 12:4-5) 

4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the 
members do not have the same function, 5 so we, who are 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. 

Having a relationship with God means that we have unity though 
baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:12-13) 

12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though they are many, are 
one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Having a relationship with God means that we have unity of the 
faith (Eph 4:10-13) 

10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far 
above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.) 11 And 
He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building 
up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature 
man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the 
fullness of Christ. 
 


