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What This Lesson Is About 
 The human body is an amazing assortment of specialized parts carrying out a variety 
of functions; yet, so long as the body is healthy, everything functions in perfect harmony.  
In this lesson passage, Paul says the church works this way. The body of Christ consists 
of a variety of members who, in some ways, are quite unlike one another. Yet, they work 
together in unity, every member carrying out his or her respective function. But Paul 
warns his readers against the tendency to glorify some members of the body, while 
minimizing the importance of others. 
 
Explore The Bible Passage 
 Take a few minutes to read through the entire 12th chapter of 1 Corinthians. In a 
sentence or two, summarize Paul's argument in verses 12-27. Compare the lists of 
spiritual gifts in 1 Cor. 12:8-10 and with those listed in Rom. 12:6-8. 
 
Take A Closer Look 
 In 1 Cor. 12:14-19 Paul emphasizes the variety of tasks done by the members of the 
body of Christ, just as the specialized organs of the human body accomplish different 
functions. (Compile a list of the many different jobs that must be done by someone in 
your church congregation, including the less conspicuous tasks as well as the more visible 
ones.) Verse 13 shifts the emphasis a bit. Here Paul emphasizes not only the variety of 
functions in the body of Christ, but, also, the different backgrounds from which the 
members of the body come. Amazingly, the early church included converted Jews and 
Gentiles, slaves and slave-owners, rich and poor. How can people from such different 
backgrounds experience enough commonality to work together? What is the basis of a 
church's unity? Find the answer in verse 13. In 12:20-26 Paul talks about how the various 
members of the body depend upon one another. Can you think of examples related to 
the functioning of your own body? For instance, your eyes guide your hands as you pick 
up a fork; and your hands put food into your mouth. (Commentator Note: After lacerating a 
thumb while working with sheet metal not long ago, I was surprised to learn how many 
bodily functions were affected by a disabled thumb.) 
 
Think It Through 
 A well-educated middle-class couple moved to a major university for two years of 
post-doctoral work. Having attended Baptist churches all their lives, they sought out a 
Baptist church near their new home and dropped by to tell the pastor of their interest in 
becoming members of his congregation. Assuming that he would welcome them with 
open arms, they were surprised to hear him say, "In what ways do you feel you can 
contribute to the life and mission of our church? We believe that every member should 
be a working member; and we really don't need more spectators." How would you have 
responded had a pastor said that to you? In what ways are you contributing to the life of 
your church at present? What spiritual gifts are you using for the good of the 
congregation?  
 
                                                   (adapted from "Studies in 1 Corinthians" by Lucien Coleman) 
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Food for Thought 
 

The Gifted Church 
 

All Christians have been gifted 
By grace from God above, 

Equipped to build and strengthen 
The church in faith and love. 

A church can become a graveyard  
if its members bury their gifts. 

 

     But to each one is given the   
    manifestation of the Spirit  
     for the common good.  
                      (1 Cor 12:7 NASB) 
 

 From "Our Daily Bread", Sep 2, 2001) 
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Studies in 1 Corinthians 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/05  Introduction 
12/12  Why Can’t We Get Along   1:1-17 
12/19  Remember the Cross      1:18-2:2    
12/26  NO CLASS - CHRISTMAS  
01/02  Spiritually Mature          2:14-3:16 
01/09  Servant Leadership            4:1-21 
01/16  Immoral World                    5:1-13 
                                              and  6:9-20 
01/23  Marriage & Singleness      7:1-35 
01/30  Life’s Grey Area                 8:1-13 
                                           and   9:19-26 
                                           and 10:14-33 
02/06  Worship                            11:2-16 
02/13  Lord’s Supper                 11:17-34 
02/20  Are You Gifted                12:4-31 
02/27  Greatest Way to Live        13:1-13 
03/06  Place to Proclaim             14:1-29 
03/13  Hope                                 15:3-57 
03/20  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
Gifts Defined  
The first listed is message of wisdom. This is the ability to 
apply godly principles to problems of everyday life. The person 
with this gift is able to interpret situations from the perspective 
of the gospel of Christ. Such an ability is especially needed in the 
church in pagan Corinth, for the congregation is only about five 
years old at the time this letter is written. The leaders of this 
church, as newer Christians, need the Spirit’s help to add 
maturity to their outlook. The fact that Paul lists wisdom first 
may indicate that he thinks this is the most important item in 
this list. Some think that message of knowledge relates to 
information about spiritual and doctrinal issues and the ability to 
communicate these to others. Others, however, think message 
of knowledge means pretty much the same thing as message of 
wisdom. Next Faith, in this context, does not mean “saving 
faith.” Rather, it refers to a supernatural gift of especially 
effective faith, perhaps relating to prayer. Some students 
propose that the term should be translated faithfulness. This 
would mean that the person receives a special gift of patience 
and perseverance to endure hardship and perhaps even 
martyrdom as a witness to Christ. The gifts of healing refer to 
the ability to cure people of illness miraculously but only as a 
testimony to God’s power for purposes of evangelism. Paul had 
to leave his friend Trophimus behind sick on one occasion (2 
Timothy 4:20), and Timothy was plagued by a persistent 
stomach problem (1 Timothy 5:23). Thus Paul did not always 
seem to have the gift of healing as he did in Acts 14:8–10; 28:7–
9. Paul ends his list with four types of gifts that seem to be 
connected with the most trouble in Corinth. These gifts involve 
claims about God revealing something through the individual. 
At the outset we should note that miraculous powers is a general 
term that includes other items on the list. Prophecy is the first 
of the four. It refers to the ability to speak on behalf of God, 
perhaps including predictions of what will happen in the future 
(see Acts 11:27, 28; 21:10, 11).  Distinguishing between 
spirits is the ability to determine whether someone’s words and 
actions are motivated by genuine desire to please God or by 
selfish interests or perhaps even by demonic influences. First 
John 4:1 indicates that all Christians should be able to do this to 
at least some extent. But Paul seems to be using distinguishing 
between spirits in a narrower, deeper sense. Tongues is the 
ability to speak in languages that one has not studied. The key 
example is what happened on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1–
11; compare 10:46; 11:15; 19:6). This gift apparently is intended 
to emphasize the universal nature of the gospel by illustrating 
God’s rule over all people groups. Paul’s remarks in 1 
Corinthians 14 suggest that the content of such utterances is 
parallel to prophecy in some respects. Just as in any situation 
where someone is speaking a language that we do not 
understand, interpretation is needed. The Spirit therefore 
enables some of the Corinthians to interpret and translate 
these tongues so that others can benefit from the message (see 
1 Corinthians 14:27, 28). 
 
                  (Excerpt from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 

 
UNITY  

Unity through the Holy Spirit's distribution 
The gifts are of the Holy Spirit and distributed according 
to His will (Hebrews 2:4)    
The gifts of the Holy Spirit should always build up the 
Church (1 Cor 14:12) 
The gifts are provided by God (John 3:27)    
The gifts are distributed according to God's purpose 
(Ephesians 1:11)    

 
Unity through the baptism into one body 

Baptism of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11)    
Baptism into Jesus' death and resurrection (Romans 6:3-
6)    
We are part of the ONE baptism (Ephesians 4:5)     
Baptism that symbolizes a good conscience toward God 
(1 Peter 3:21)     

 
 
DIVERSITY  

Diversity for the profit of all  
Profit by building up the Church (1 Cor 14:12) 
Profit by strengthening the Church (1 Cor 14:26) 
Profit by serving others (1 Peter 4:10) 
Profit by preparing others for works of service (Eph 4:11
-12) 

 
Diversity for the different needs required 

Needs that are met by utilizing whatever gifts God has 
provided as best as possible (Rom 12:7-8) 
Needs that are met by service and sharing (2 Cor 9:12-
13) 
Needs that are met by profitable speech (Eph 4:29) 
Needs that are met by meeting physical needs (James 
2:15-17) 
Needs that are met by meeting spiritual needs (1 Thess 
3:10)  


