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 In 1 Cor 16:13-14 (13 Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 14 Let all 
that you do be done in love) these two verses may not seem to say much at first glance, but 
they appear to sum up the application of all that Paul has been saying in this epistle. The 
resurrection of the dead assures us of the second coming of our Lord (chapter 15). Just 
as our Lord warned the disciples to be on the alert and not to be surprised by His return, 
so Paul gives the same admonition in Matthew 24:42-44 and 1 Thessalonians 5:2-6. 
One could hardly say the Corinthians were “on the alert.” Some were denying the 
resurrection of the dead. They were surely not living as though the Lord’s return was at 
hand and as though He would judge men according to their deeds. They did not even 
recognize God’s judgment among them at that time (see 1 Corinthians 11:17-34). They 
were tolerant to one living in shocking sin (chapter 5), taking one another to court 
(chapter 6), and participating in heathen idol-worship rituals (chapters 8-10). It was time 
for them to wake up. 
 

 The Corinthians were challenged by Paul to “stand firm in the faith.” It is all too 
obvious that false teachers were among them. The gospel message, by which they were 
saved, was being looked down upon as something less than the new “wisdom” that had 
been introduced (see 1 Corinthians 1-4; 2 Corinthians 11). Fundamentals of the gospel 
(i.e., the resurrection of the dead) were being forsaken (chapter 15). Another gospel was 
tolerantly accepted (2 Corinthians 11:4). These saints needed to stand firm in the faith 
which Paul and the other (true) apostles had delivered to them. 
 

 The Corinthians were challenged to “act like men.” Now this is a most interesting 
and enlightening statement. What does Paul mean by this? It is not hard to grasp in the 
light of chapters 11-14. There was a role reversal going on in Corinth. Women were 
casting off the symbols and the substance of their femininity (see chapter 11). At the 
same time, it looks like the men were relinquishing their roles and responsibilities as men. 
I think Paul is challenging the men to assume their God-given responsibilities and to 
assume the leadership in the church and in their homes. 
 

 Also, the Corinthians were encouraged to “be strong.” How ironic. These 
Corinthians despised weakness. This is what they did not like about the gospel or Paul 
(see 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:6; 4:6-13; also 2 Corinthians 11-12). God uses the weak things 
to demonstrate His strength. By thinking and acting like those who were “strong,” the 
Corinthians were showing themselves to be spiritually weak. Paul was urging them to “be 
strong” in the Lord, and this would mean forsaking their human, culturally-approved 
“strengths.” These people, who thought themselves strong and Paul weak (2 Corinthians 
13:9), were the ones who needed to be strong. 
 

 Finally, Paul exhorts the Corinthians to do everything they do in love (verse 16:14). 
Here we find one of the vital ingredients of the Christian life obviously missing in the 
church at Corinth. Paul had to devote an entire chapter to its description (chapter 13). 
These saints were obviously lacking in love, toward God and toward men. Love would 
radically change the church at Corinth. Wow! Here is 1 Corinthians in a nutshell. 
 
                                     (Excerpt from "True Spirituality: A Study in 1 Corinthians by Robert L. Deffinbaugh)  
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Studies in 1 Corinthians 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/05  Introduction 
12/12  Why Can’t We Get Along   1:1-17 
12/19  Remember the Cross      1:18-2:2    
12/26  NO CLASS - CHRISTMAS  
01/02  Spiritually Mature          2:14-3:16 
01/09  Servant Leadership            4:1-21 
01/16  Immoral World                    5:1-13 
                                              and  6:9-20 
01/23  Marriage & Singleness      7:1-35 
01/30  Life’s Grey Area                 8:1-13 
                                           and   9:19-26 
                                           and 10:14-33 
02/06  Worship                            11:2-16 
02/13  Lord’s Supper                 11:17-34 
02/20  Are You Gifted                  12:4-31 
02/27  Greatest Way to Live        13:1-13 
03/06  Place to Proclaim             14:1-29 
03/13 - 03/20                  Intern Teaching 
03/27  Hope                                 15:3-57 
04/05  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 

Lesson 1: Why Can't You People Get Along (1:1-17) 
 Key Thought: It takes UNITY through the Holy Spirit to get along. 
 
Lesson 2: Remember the Cross (1:18 - 2:2) 
 Key Thought: The central theme of Paul's preaching in Corinth was always Christ crucified. 
 
Lesson 3: Becoming Spiritually Mature (2:24 - 3:15) 

Key Thought: One can only be mature by having and building on the foundation of Jesus Christ and relying 
on having the Mind of Christ. 

 
Lesson 4: Following Servant Leadership (4:1-14, 21) 

Key Thought: A servant leader must be a steward of God and be willing to serve and suffer. 
 
Lesson 5: Christians in an Immoral World (5:1-13; 6:9-20) 

Key Thought: Realize that we live in a sinful world and that we must be careful to remember that there are 
ramifications for participating in it. 

 
Lesson 6: Marriage and Singleness (7:1-15, 25-35) 

Key Thought: Marriage is sacred and is ordained by God, but being single is also a gift from God. 
 
Lesson 7: Wrestling with Life's Grey Areas (8:1-13; 9:19-26; 10:14-33) 

Key Thought: There will be doctrinal differences in the Church, but don't let these differences cause anyone 
to stumble. Our Christian freedom must be controlled by love. 

 
Lesson 8: What does our Worship Say about Us (11:2-16) 

Key Thought: Our worship should be a godly mix of tradition, respect for authority, and unity in love among 
the believers. 

 
Lesson 9: Is it the Lord's Supper (11:17-34) 

Key Thought: The ordinance of the Lord's Supper is a sacred memorial and must be practiced with the 
utmost sincerity. It must be done with the right motives and proper spirit otherwise there are consequences. 

 
Lesson 10: Are you Gifted (12:4-31) 

Key Thought: God has provided spiritual gifts for the service and edification of the Church. We should use 
them in unity and with all the diversity that God has provided. 

 
Lesson 11: Greatest Way to Live (13:1-13) 

Key Thought: Love is a command from God and is the greatest commandment. Of all the gifts God has 
provided, love will always last. 

 
Lesson 12: First Place to Proclamation (14:1-25) 

Key Thought: None of God's spiritual gifts should be "over-emphasized". Paul gave the example of speaking 
in tongues. Just remember, God provides His gifts for the unification of the Church and not for confusion. 

 
Lesson 13: No Hope Without This (15:3-20, 35-44, 50-57) 

Key Thought: Without the promise of the believer's resurrection, we would have no hope, and it all begins 
with the Good News of the Gospel outlining God's redemptive plan for believers.  


