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Historical Background of the Book 
 The books of Ezra and Nehemiah are about God’s renewing His errant people. They are put 
together as one book in the Hebrew Bible, although the fact that the lists in Ezra 2 and Nehemiah 
7 are virtually the same argues that originally they were separate. Ezra is about the return of the 
exiles from Babylon, the rebuilding of the Temple, and the restoration of God’s people spiritually. 
Nehemiah is about the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem, as well as the spiritual renewal of 
God’s people. The Book of Ezra falls into two sections: Chapters 1-6 deal with the initial return 
of a remnant from Babylon under the leadership of Zerubbabel in 538 B.C., with the aim of 
restoring the Temple. The project began in 536 B.C., but opposition quickly arose, leading to the 
abandonment of the project for 16 years. Through the ministries of the prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah (5:1-2), the construction was renewed, coming to completion in 515 B.C. Between 
chapters 6 and 7, there is a 58-year gap during which the events of the Book of Esther took place. 
At the beginning of chapter 7, in 457 B.C. (81 years after the first return), Ezra the priest led 
another smaller group to return to the land and bring renewal to the people, who were already 
drifting into assimilation with the surrounding people.  So the theme of the book is God’s 
restoring His people to the land according to His gracious promise and restoring His people 
spiritually to proper worship and godly living. 
 
 

Outline of the Book 
1. Restoration of the Temple (1-6); return under Zerubbabel  (538-515 B.C.) 

A. The decree of Cyrus (1) 
B. The census of the people (2) 
C. The commencement of the project (3) 
D. The opposition to the project (4) 
E. The construction renewed amid opposition (5:1-6:12) 
F. The construction completed (6:13-22) 

 

   (58 year gap—the Book of Esther) 
 

2. Reformation of the People (7-10); return under Ezra (457 B.C.) 
A. The leadership of the reformation commissioned (7) 
B. The leader and his people return (8) 
C. The reformation commenced (9-10) 

(1) The condition of the people revealed (9:1-4) 
(2) The confession of Ezra in prayer (9:5-15) 
(3) The covenant (10:1-8) and cleansing (10:9-44) of the people  

 

                                                                                      (Adapted from “Sermons on Ezra” by Steven Cole) 
 
 

The Purpose of the Book 
 From the divine standpoint, the books of Ezra and Nehemiah were written to complete the 
Old Testament history of the Jewish nation. From the human standpoint, the books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah were written to convince the Jews that the divinely-authorized religion of the returned 
Jewish remnant, and not the perverted religion of the Samaritans, was God's true religion. 
 
 

The Importance of the Book 
 The book has great historical importance. Apart from the book of Ezra, the Old Testament's 
history of the Jewish nation would be incomplete. We would have little knowledge of the events 
of the years 536-445 B.C. 
 
                                                                                   (Adapted from "The Book of Ezra" by Roy Gingrich)  
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Food for Thought 
 
 

Restoring Order 
 

What are the prospects for this earth? 
What hope is there for man? 

A world restored through Jesus Christ 
In whom we see God’s plan. 

Jesus specializes in restoration 
 
 

That He may send Jesus Christ, who was 
preached to you before,, whom heaven must 
receive until the times of restoration of all 
things, which God has spoken by the 
mouth of all His holy prophets since the 
world began.      (Acts 3:20-21 NKJV)  
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Restoration & Reformation 
A Study of Ezra 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/10  Introduction 
04/17  God's Way Of Renewal      1:1-11 
04/24  Lessons From A List          2:1-70 
05/01  New Beginning With God   3:1-13 
05/08  Spiritual Setbacks              4:1-24 
05/15  Discouragement                 5:1-39 
05/22  God the Cause of our Joy  6:1-22 
05/29  The Life that God Blesses  7:1-28 
06/05  Work that God Blesses      8:1-36 
06/12  Godly Reaction to Sin        9:1-15 
06/19  Genuine Repentance       10:1-44 
06/26  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

EZRA 
 
AUTHOR: Unknown. It is generally conceded that Ezra was not the author of the entire book, but may have been the 
compiler of those portions which he did not write. He was a Jewish exile in Babylon of priestly descent (Ezra 7:1-6).  
 
DATE WRITTEN: Around 450 B.C. 
 
PURPOSE: To document the faithfulness of God, who kept His promise, sovereignly protected His people during their 
captivity, and returned them to their land. 
 
TO WHOM WRITTEN: The restored remnant in Jerusalem and future generations. 
 
MAIN THEMES: The return of the Jews from their captivity in Babylon, the rebuilding of the temple, and the 
inauguration of social and religious reforms. 
 
KEY WORDS: Word of God. The power of the Word of God in human life. Referred to as the "Word of the Lord,"(Ezra 
1:1; 9:4); "Law of Moses,"(Ezra 3:2; 6:18; 7:6); "Commandments,"(Ezra 6:14; 10:3, 5); "Law of the Lord,"(Ezra 7:10, 14). 
 
KEY VERSES: Ezra 1:3, 7:10. 
 
NOTABLE PASSAGES: 

• Ezra's sublime trust in divine protection when called upon to carry great treasures through dangerous places,—Ezra 
8:21-32. 
• Ezra's prayer and confession for the people,—Ezra 9:5-15. 

 
SYNOPSIS: 

The Return of the First Colony of Jews under the leadership of Zerubbabel,—Ezra 1-6. 
• Authorized by King Cyrus,—Ezra 1:1-4. 
• The names of the returning remnant of the people, the priests, the Levites, the descendants of Solomon's 

servants, and their substance and gifts,—Ezra 2. 
 
Their Building Enterprises. 

• The altar rebuilt and worship established,—Ezra 3:1-6. 
• The foundation of the temple laid,—Ezra 3:8-13. 
• The people of the land desire to join in the work,—Ezra 4:1-2. 
• When their offer was rejected they became violent opposers, causing the suspension of the work,—Ezra 

4:4-24. 
• After a long delay the work was resumed by an edict of King Darius,—Ezra 5-6. 
• The temple finished and dedicated and ancient rites observed,—Ezra 6:15-22. 

 
The Return of the Second Colony under Ezra, authorized by King Artaxerxes,—Ezra 7-10. 

• The list of Ezra's company of returning exiles and their arrival at Jerusalem,—Ezra 8. 
• The correction of social evils by Ezra,—Ezra 9-10. 

 
THE LITERARY AND RELIGIOUS WORK OF EZRA: 
He is the reputed author of several Psalms, notably Psalm 119. 
According to ancient tradition he wrote 1 and 2 Chronicles, but this cannot be proven. 
He was associated with Nehemiah in initiating a revival of the study of the Scriptures (Nehemiah 8). 
He was reputed to be the organizer of the Jewish synagogue, and to have assembled most of the books of the Old 
Testament. 
 
PROMINENT PEOPLE: Cyrus, Zerubbabel, Haggai, Zechariah, Darius, Artaxerxes I, Ezra. 
 
 
                                                                                                                         (Excerpt from Thompson Chain - Bible Book Outlines) 


