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KEY THEME:  
To have God’s hand of blessing on us, we must study and obey His Word, with a view to 
teaching others and glorifying God for everything.     

 
 

COMMENTARY: 
 There are a number of men in Scripture whom God blessed: Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, 
and David are prominent examples. But Ezra is also a man whom God blessed, even though 
he is not so well known as those other men are. God raised up Ezra and Nehemiah to bring 
spiritual reform to His people. Both men were burdened with the low spiritual state of the 
exiles that had returned to the land. But how could they accomplish this overwhelming task? 
The answer occurs in a phrase that first occurs three times in our chapter, and then five times 
in the rest of Ezra and Nehemiah: God’s hand was on these men (Ezra 7:6, 9, 28; 8:18, 22, 
31; Neh. 2:8, 18). God’s hand is another way of saying God’s blessing. This theme is stated in 
Ezra 7:10, which explains why “the good hand of his God was upon him” (7:9). The 
connection between Ezra and God’s Word is repeated no less than eight times (7:6, 10, 11, 
12, 14, 21, 25, and 26). The world’s blessings promise happiness but deliver ultimate 
emptiness and pain. God’s blessing is the only blessing that counts both for time and 
eternity. If we gain and die with the world’s blessings, but lack God’s blessing, woe to us. 
 

 Verses 1-5 trace Ezra’s family lineage back through 16 forefathers to Aaron the chief 
priest, brother of Moses. You may be thinking: “If God’s blessing flows through family lines, 
that’s not fair! The answer is, first, never ask God to be fair with you! That’s a bad prayer! 
You want mercy, not fairness. If you will follow the Lord, you will be blessed and you also 
will be the source of great blessing to your children and grandchildren, perhaps for many 
generations. This genealogy also should serve as a warning to us who have been blessed with 
godly parents. 
 

 God’s hand of blessing on Ezra is seen in that this pagan king “granted him all he 
requested” (7:6). That is no doubt far more than Ezra dreamed that a pagan king would grant 
to him. Verse 27 makes it clear that it was none other than God who put it into the king’s 
heart to beautify the house of the Lord in Jerusalem. It is God who is at work in us, both to 
will and to work for His good pleasure (Phil. 2:12-13). God’s blessing involves and requires 
our working, and yet it goes far beyond anything that we can do. Bible scholars believe that 
Ezra wrote the great Psalm 119, which extols God’s Word for 176 acrostic verses. Ezra was 
specially gifted for the role of teaching God’s Word, and that not all are so gifted. But 
whether you are gifted to teach in a formal way or not, you are nonetheless required to learn 
God’s Word so that you know how He wants you to live. When you spend time in the Word, 
make sure that your bottom line is obedience. Ezra “set his heart” not only to study God’s 
Word, but also “to practice it” (7:10). Whatever you have gleaned from God’s Word and 
incorporated into your daily life ought to be passed on to others whom God puts in 
your circle of influence. we all should seek God’s blessing above all else. His blessings come 
to the ones who study and obey His Word. 
 

 After Ezra cites the incredible letter from King Artaxerxes, he breaks forth in praise to 
God (7:27-28).  Ezra gave all the credit to God for His abundant mercy. Any good that 
appears in anyone’s heart, whether in a believer’s heart or in the heart of a pagan king, comes 
from God who deserves all the glory. When God blesses us, our response should be to 
bless God for His great mercy in using such imperfect vessels as we are.  
 

                                                                       (Adapted from “Sermons on Ezra” by Steven Cole) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 
 

The Overflow   
 
 

Adding up your blessings will 
multiply your joy. We’re loaded 
with benefits daily, Sent down 

from the Father above; His 
mercies and blessings abounding 
Are gifts of His marvelous love.     

 
 

Bless the LORD, O my soul; And 
all that is within me, bless His holy 
name! Bless the LORD, O my 
soul, And forget not all His benefits  
                       (Ps 103:1-2 NKJV)  
 
 

 (From "Our Daily Bread", Mar 11, 2011) 
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Restoration & Reformation 
A Study of Ezra 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/10  Introduction 
04/17  God's Way Of Renewal    1:1-11 
04/24  Evidences of the Resurrection 
05/01  Lessons From A List          2:1-70 
05/08 New Beginning With God   3:1-13 
05/15  Spiritual Setbacks              4:1-24 
05/22  Discouragement                 5:1-17 
05/29 God - Cause of our Joy       6:1-22 
06/05  Life that God Blesses      7:1-28 
06/12  Work that God Blesses      8:1-36 
06/19  Godly Reaction to Sin        9:1-15 
06/26  Genuine Repentance       10:1-44 
07/03  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
 

God’s blessing is the only blessing that counts both now and for eternity 
Blessings through the promises to Abraham (Gal 3:8-9) 
Blessings of a new covenant through Jesus (Heb 9:15) 
Blessings of restoral (1 Peter 5:10) 
Blessings of eternal glory (2 Cor 4:17-18) 
Blessings in the heavenly realms (Eph 1:3) 
Blessings of God are more precious than wealth (Proverbs 10:22) 

 
 
God’s blessings come to those who study and obey His Word 

Study and obey God's word because there is delight in it (Ps 112:1) 
Study and obey God's word so that we might not sin (Ps 119:11) 
Study and obey God's word because we love God and His word (Ps 119:97-100) 
Study and obey God's word so that we will be able to stand when troubles come (Luke 6:47-48) 
Study and obey God's word so that we will be successful (Joshua 1:8) 
Study and obey God's word so that we will understand and use God's word correctly (2 Tim 2:15) 
Study and obey God's word so that we will be able to distinguish good from evil (Heb 5:14) 
Study and obey God's word so that we will persevere until the day of the Lord (Phil 2:16) 

 
 
The study and obedience of God’s Word are the foundations for teaching it to others 

Foundation for teaching of sound doctrine (1 Tim 6:3-5) 
Foundation for teaching God's wisdom (1 Cor 2:6-7) 
Foundation for teaching by not distorting God's word or using deception (2 Cor 4:2-5) 
Foundation for teaching because of having it revealed by the Holy Spirit (Eph 3:4-5) 
Foundation for teaching through becoming mature in the knowledge of God and Jesus (Eph 4:13) 

 
 
The final end of God’s blessing should be our glorifying God for His abundant mercy 

Glorifying God through unity (Rom 15:5-6) 
Glorifying God through living a godly life (1 Peter 2:12) 
Glorifying God through doing good works (Matt 5:16) 
Glorifying God in our bodies (1 Cor 6:20) 
Glorifying God through suffering for Christ (1 Peter 4:16) 

 


