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 Paul opens the letter with his own name. “Paul,” a Roman surname, means “little” 
and is the name he used in connection with his calling and ministry to the Gentiles. 
As such, it is used in all of Paul’s epistles. His Hebrew name was “Saul.” He 
undoubtedly used the name Paul because of his call to go to the Gentiles and because 
it expressed his attitude about who he was as a recipient of God’s grace (see 1 Cor. 
15:10; 1 Tim. 1:12-16). 
 
 A bondservant or slave refers to one who completely surrenders himself to the 
will and authority of another. It was used of one who sells himself into slavery to 
serve another. But we must not think of this as an involuntary slavery to God. As a 
Jew, but one who now saw himself as redeemed from the slave market of sin through 
trust in Christ. Obedience to Paul’s calling or commission was an outgrowth of his 
voluntary submission to the Lordship of the Savior. 
 
 The term apostle means “a sent one.” It came to be used of a delegate or 
messenger sent on a mission with authoritative credentials as the personal 
representative of another. As used in the New Testament, it had both a broad or 
general use, much like our term “missionary” or “messenger” (cf. Acts 14:14; Phil. 
2:25; 1 Thess. 2:7; and 2 Cor. 8:23), and a more technical or special use as used of the 
12 apostles and Paul (Matt. 10:2; Acts 1:2, 26; 2:37; Rom. 1:1; 11:13; 1 Cor. 1:1; 15:7-
9; Tit. 1:1; Acts 15:2, 4, 6). Paul’s mission as an apostle is also the mission and 
purpose of the church today. Our need is to promote the growth and development of 
mature faith in God’s chosen ones (a reference to believers) through growth in the 
knowledge of the truth. 
 
 It was eternal life that God promised in eternity past, but with verse 3, Paul 
makes a subtle but important change in the subject of the verb. It was not eternal life 
that is declared to be made evident, but that God Himself has made His message 
evident—the message that promises eternal life in the person of His Son. 
 
 With the characteristic greeting, “Grace and peace from God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Savior”, the apostle not only wishes the blessings of God’s grace and 
peace on Titus, but he reminds us of their source—from God the Father and Christ 
Jesus our Savior. As in all his epistolary greetings, this teaches us there can be neither 
grace nor peace without a personal relationship with God the Father, but that 
essential to a relationship with God as one’s heavenly Father is a relationship with 
Christ Jesus because He is the Savior.  
  
 
 
 
 

                                       (Excerpt from “"The Letter to Titus Commentary" by J. Hampton Keathley III) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 
 

Called To Serve 
 
 

They truly lead who lead by love, 
And humbly serve the Lord; 

Their lives will bear the  
Spirit’s fruit And magnify His Word.  

A good leader is a good servant. 
 
 
 

For even the Son of Man did not 
come  to be served, but to serve,  
and to give His life a ransom for 
many. 
                      (Mark 10:45 NKJV)  
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Instructions to Titus 
 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

07/10   Introduction 
07/17   Greetings                           1:1-4 
07/24   Elders                                  1:5-9 
07/31   False Teachers               1:10-16 
08/07   Various Groups                 2:1-10 
08/14   Godly Behavior                2:11-15 
08/21   Good Citizens                      3:1-8 
08/28   Final Instructions               3:9-15 
09/04   Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
His Position or Status (vs. 1b) “a bond-slave of God.” 
 

Bond-servant 
Definition:  Bond-servant:  NT:1401; slave of God, 
subject to God, owned body and soul (from A 
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament) 
 

We are all God's servants (Ps 116:16) 
A servant is to be Christ-like (Matt 20:26-28) 

 
 
His Office (vs. 1c) "an apostle of Jesus Christ" 

Apostle  
Definition: (NT:652); a delegate, one sent with full 
power of attorney to act in the place of another, the 
sender remaining behind to back up the one sent. In 
the case of Christians it means God sends them to 
do what He, Himself would do if He went. It is 
found 81 Times and translated apostle 78 times 
(from Dake Annotated Reference Bible) 
 

Apostle to the Gentiles (Rom 11:13) 
Apostle by the will of God (1 Cor 1:1) 
Apostle certified by signs and wonders (2 Cor 12:12) 

 
 
His Mission (vs. 1d) “for the faith of those chosen of God 
and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness” 
 

To supply what is lacking in their faith (1 Thess 3:10) 
A teacher in faith and truth (1 Tim 2:7) 

 
 
His Motivation and Confidence (vs. 2) “in the hope of 
eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago” 
 

The hope of eternal life (Titus 3:5-8) 
It is impossible for God to lie or break His promise (Heb 
6:17-19) 

 
 
His Function and Responsibility (vs. 3)  "proclamation 
of His word" 
 

Proclaim God's word to all nations (Rom 16:25-26) 
 

 

 
The Recipient (1:4a) "To Titus, my true child in a common 
faith" 
 

Titus, a Greek who followed Paul (Gal 2:3) 
A son through the gospel (1 Cor 4:15) 
In a common faith (Eph 4:4-6) 

 
 
The Greeting (1:4b) "Grace and peace from God the Father 
and Christ Jesus our Savior" 
 

Grace and Peace commentary from Barnes' Notes 
 

[Grace] This word properly means "favor." It is very 
often used in the New Testament, and is employed 
in the sense of benignity or benevolence; felicity, or 
a prosperous state of affairs; the Christian religion, 
as the highest expression of the benevolence or 
favor of God; the happiness which Christianity 
confers on its friends in this and the future life; the 
apostolic office; charity, or alms; thanksgiving; joy, 
or pleasure; and the benefits produced on the 
Christian's heart and life by religion-the grace of 
meekness, patience, charity, etc., It is to be 
understood as connected with a word implying 
invocation. I pray, or I desire, that grace, etc. may be 
conferred on you. It is the customary form of 
salutation in nearly all the apostolic epistles; 1 Cor 
1:3; 2 Cor 1:2; Gal 1:3; Eph 1:2; Phil 1:2; Col 1:2; 1 
Thess 1:1; 2 Thess 1:2; Philem 3. 
 
[Peace] Peace is the state of freedom from war. As 
war conveys the idea of discord and numberless 
calamities and dangers, so peace is the opposite, and 
conveys the idea of concord, safety, and prosperity. 
Thus, to wish one peace was the same as to wish 
him all safety and prosperity. This form of salutation 
was common among the Hebrews. Gen 43:23, 
"Peace to you! fear not;" Judg 6:23; 19:20; Luke 
24:36. But the word "peace" is also used in contrast 
with that state of agitation and conflict which a 
sinner has with his conscience. and with God. The 
sinner is like the troubled sea, which cannot rest, Isa 
57:20.  


