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 The presence of false teachers (always a problem for the church in any age and place) 
requires leaders who have the ability to expound and defend the faith. This also reminds 
us that exposing false teachers is a task that belongs to the leadership of the church as the 
shepherds who are to protect the sheep from the wolves who come in sheep’s clothing 
(Matt. 7:15; Acts 20:28). Protection against such is done, of course, through sound 
biblical exposition. It is clearly amazing what some people think they are getting out of 
the Scripture! They come to the Bible and then spiritualize it, take verses totally out of 
context, and import their own ideas on the text. This reminds us that we must always be 
like the Bereans who searched the Word daily to see if what was being taught was in 
accord with the Scripture. 
 

 “Rebuke” used in verse 9 basically means to “correct those who speak against it.” 
The emphasis in this word is that of an exposure that convicts and hopefully convinces. 
But because of the serious nature of false teaching and the character (or the lack thereof) 
of the false teachers, it is to be done “sharply.” But since the goal is that they may be 
healthy or sound in the faith, the thrust here is rigorously.  This is not to be taken lightly 
and rigorous steps are to be taken to address the false teachers or those being taken in by 
their teaching in order to cut off their influence. 
 

 As is obvious from the reference to Jewish connections (vs. 10) and to Jewish myths 
and commandments of men in verse (vs. 13), the false teachers were seeking to revise the 
doctrine of salvation and/or sanctification by adding certain religious works (do’s and 
don’ts) to the gospel message. And let’s remember that the gospel is not just a message of 
salvation from sin’s penalty, but one that includes God’s deliverance from sin’s power 
and reign over our lives. As in Galatians, such was not truly a gospel, but a perversion of 
the message of grace. These false teachers not only needed strong rebuke that would 
expose their error, but set forth the truth in such a way that the false teachers, along with 
those who were listening to their teaching, might become sound or healthy in the faith—
the body of apostolic truth as it had been passed down through the apostles including 
Paul. Without this, they would remain in the disastrous condition described in verse 16, 
“detestable, disobedient, and unfit for any good deed.” 
 

 With this in mind, we might also compare Paul’s statement in Colossians 1:11. There 
he is speaking of the results of being filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding. In the context of Colossians, this means an 
understanding of all that the believer possesses in Christ. One of the problems facing the 
Colossians were false teachers who were teaching that, in addition to faith in Christ, one 
also needed to observe certain religious and ascetic rules (cf. 2:4, 6-23). Thus, one of the 
results of such full knowledge is “bearing fruit in every good deed, growing in the 
knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might for 
the display of all patience and steadfastness.” In other words, it is entirely possible to 
engage in good deeds or religious works, but have them rejected as unfruitful because our 
works have been produced outside of full confidence in Christ. Unless our works are the 
product of a life empowered by God’s grace as we rest in the sufficiency and enablement 
that Christ gives, our works will be “rejected, useless” and so “unfruitful,” at least from 
God’s standards and judgment.  
                                       (Excerpt from “"The Letter to Titus Commentary" by J. Hampton Keathley III) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

Beware 
 
 

O grant us grace, Almighty Lord, 
To read and mark Your holy Word, 
Its truths with meekness to receive, 

And by its holy precepts live. 
Examine all teaching in the  

light of God's Word. 
 

And He said: “Take heed that you  
not be deceived. For many will  
come in My name, saying, ‘I am 
He,’  and, ‘The time has drawn 
near.’  Therefore do not go after 
them. 
                      (Luke 21:8 NKJV)  
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Instructions to Titus 
 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

07/10   Introduction 
07/17   Greetings                             1:1-4 
07/24   Elders                                  1:5-9 
07/31   False Teachers              1:10-16 
08/07   Various Groups                 2:1-10 
08/14   Godly Behavior                2:11-15 
08/21   Good Citizens                      3:1-8 
08/28   Final Instructions               3:9-15 
09/04   Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 

The portrait or disposition of the false teachers (10) 
They are rebellious (Ps 78:8) 

8 And not be like their fathers, A stubborn and rebellious generation, A generation that did not prepare its 
heart And whose spirit was not faithful to God. 

They are idle talkers (1 Tim. 1:6-7) 
6 For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless discussion, 7 wanting to be 
teachers of the Law, even though they do not understand either what they are saying or the matters about 
which they make confident assertions. 

They are deceivers (Gal 3:1-5) 
3 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as 
crucified? 2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of 
the Law, or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by the flesh? 4 Did you suffer so many things in vain — if indeed it was in vain? 5 So then, does 
He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by 
hearing with faith? 

 
The practices or deeds of the false teachers (11-12) 

The motive of the false teachers, dishonest gain  (Prov 20:23) 
23 Differing weights are an abomination to the Lord, And a false scale is not good.  

The method of the false teachers, teaching what ought not be taught (Galatians 1:7-9) 
7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of 
Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have 
preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is 
preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed! 

The multiple results of the false teachers, they mislead whole families (Jeremiah 23:32) 
32 "Behold, I am against those who have prophesied false dreams," declares the Lord, "and related them 
and led My people astray by their falsehoods and reckless boasting; yet I did not send them or command 
them, nor do they furnish this people the slightest benefit," declares the Lord. 

 
The reprimand and denunciation of the false teachers (1:13-16) 

Rebuke them (1 Tim 5:20) 
20 Those who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest also will be fearful of sinning. 

Their mind is defiled (Mark 7:20-23) 
20 And He was saying, "That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man.  21 "For from 
within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries,  22 
deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  23 
"All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man." 

They deny God (2 Tim 3:1-5) 
1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of 
money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, 
malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power  


