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 The book of Titus strongly stresses the need of good works in the lives of 
Christians. In fact, this note is sounded over and over again either by way of terms 
like “godliness” (two times) “good deeds” or “good works” (four times) or by a list 
of moral qualities that characterize godly leadership and behavior (three times [cf. 1:1, 
6-9, 16; 2:1-10, 14; 3:1-3, 8, 14]). For a book of three short chapters, this is a strong 
emphasis. Thus, as the title of this section implies, these verses provide the 
theological foundation, means, and motivation (the “declaration”) for the 
previous instructions (the “exhortations”) of 1:10-2:10. At the end of the last 
section, verse 10, the apostle demonstrated his concern that Christians do credit to 
the teaching of God our Savior before a lost world. With this mention of God our 
Savior, Paul launched into a declaration of God’s gracious and saving activity which 
he defined as the appearing of the grace of God that brings salvation for all people, a 
reference to the first advent of Christ. 
 

 The picture of our text is that of Jesus Christ as the Sun of Righteousness 
breaking forth in human history to penetrate the moral and spiritual darkness of the 
world. The essence or nature of what has appeared is twofold: it is gracious and 
historic. The results and scope are seen in the words “bringing salvation to or for all 
people.” This truth brings out a two-fold responsibility: (1) to seek to evangelize all 
men and (2) to stress that the ethical or life-changing truths of the gospel apply 
equally to all people regardless of their nationality, religious background, social or 
economic status, or gender. 
 

 Paul shows us that living godly lives with the kind of character our text 
calls for cannot be done without self-denial or the repudiation of the kind of 
life-style that is contrary to the character of God and the nature of the salvation 
He has given us in Christ. The motivation for good works, so much a theme of the 
book of Titus, looks both ways—to the past and to the future. We should be 
motivated to faithful service and good works as we (1) reflect back on what Christ 
has done for us and why, and (2) as we wait expectantly for His blessed and glorious 
appearance for us. Paul focuses our attention on that which forms the basis of our 
hope and the reason we should live godly lives in this present age—the voluntary, 
sacrificial, substitutionary, redeeming, purifying gift of Jesus (a reference to His death) 
on our behalf. 
 

 In verse 15, a threefold task is set before Titus and Christian teachers in the 
body of Christ—(1) proclamation or communication, (2) exhortation or 
encouragement, and (3) rebuke designed to bring conviction. Each of these are 
present imperatives that command the action called for. Since Titus was undoubtedly, 
as Paul’s trained representative, already doing this, the use of present tense 
imperatives means Paul was calling for a continuance of these actions regardless of 
the opposition he might face. For us today, these are responsibilities that are to 
characterize the ministries of the leadership of all local churches if they are going to 
be faithful to the Word.  
 

                                       (Excerpt from “"The Letter to Titus Commentary" by J. Hampton Keathley III) 
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Training For Life  
 
 
 

Just as the body grows in strength 
With exercise each day, Our spirit 
grows in godliness By living life 
God’s way. Godly exercise is the 

key to godly character.  
 

 

  But reject profane and old wives’  
  fables, and exercise yourself toward  
  godliness. 
               (1 Tim 4:7 NKJV) 
 
 
 

 From "Our Daily Bread", Nov 04, 2007) 
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Instructions to Titus 
 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

07/10   Introduction 
07/17   Greetings                             1:1-4 
07/24   Elders                                  1:5-9 
07/31   False Teachers               1:10-16 
08/07   Various Groups                 2:1-10 
08/14   Godly Behavior             2:11-15 
08/21   Good Citizens                      3:1-8 
08/28   Final Instructions               3:9-15 
09/04   Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
The Manifestation of God’s Grace (2:11) 

Jesus appeared 
Appeared as the Word of life (1 John 1:1-2)  
Appeared in a body (1 Tim 3:16)  
Appeared to destroy death (2 Tim 1:9-11)  
 
Jesus brings salvation 
Brings salvation that has been appointed by God (1 Thess 
5:9) 
Brings salvation in Jesus' name (Acts 4:12) 
Brings salvation at His second coming (Heb 9:28) 

 
 
The Instruction of God’s Grace (2:12) 

Reject ungodly ways 
Reject ungodly ways because we belong to Jesus (Gal 5:24) 
Reject ungodly ways because Jesus crucified worldly values to 
Christians (Gal 6:14) 
Reject ungodly ways because Jesus rescued us from being a 
prisoner of sin (Rom 7:24-25) 
 
Live godly lives 
Godly lives through God's Divine power (2 Peter 1:3) 
Godly lives through living in Jesus (1 John 2:6) 

 
 
The Expectation of the Blessed Hope (2:13) 

Fulfillment of hope 
Hope poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5) 
Hope through the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom 15:13) 
Hope that is living (1 Peter 1:3) 
 
Second appearance of Jesus 
At Jesus' second appearance He will bring rewards (Matt 
16:27) 
At Jesus' second appearance we will appear with Him in 
glory (Col 3:4) 
At Jesus' second appearance we will be like Him (1 John 
3:2) 

 
 
 
 

 
The Intention of God’s Redemptive Plan (2:14) 

Set us free 
It is Jesus who sets us free (Gal 5:1) 
It is through Jesus, who is the Spirit of life, that we are free 
(Rom 8:2) 
Through the Spirit of Jesus there is freedom  (2 Cor 3:17) 
 
Purify us 
Purify us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9) 
Purify us as His Church (Eph 5:27) 
Purity through faith (Acts 15:9) 

 
 
The Obligation of God’s Messenger (2:15) 

Communicate 
Communicate through preaching (2 Tim 4:2) 
Communicate through public reading of Scripture (1 Tim 
4:13) 
Communicate through teaching (1 Tim 5:7) 
 
Encourage 
Encourage in the faith (1 Thess 3:2) 
Encourage with words of truth (1 Thess 4:18) 
Encourage the timid (1 Thess 5:14) 
 
Rebuke 
Rebuke the sinning brother (Luke 17:3) 
Rebuke the sinners publicly (1 Tim 5:20) 
Rebuke through Scripture (2 Tim 3:16) 

 


