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 Have you done any investigation into your genealogy? Interest in discovering facts 
about one’s family background seems to be rising steadily. Some people hope to find a 
forgotten jewel in the past centuries. Maybe they are actually descended from royalty! 
Others are interested because of medical reasons. Genealogical research may help them 
understand certain genetic conditions they may have inherited. Interest is also greater 
because of the enormous amount of genealogical resources that are increasingly 
accessible. Some Internet sites allow such research for a nominal fee. This can be 
fascinating work. We may discover a branch of family nearby that we didn’t even know 
about. In the ancient world, genealogies were remembered with great care. It was 
important to know who your ancestors were. For example, the great families of Rome 
were judged on whether or not they could trace their ancestry to the city’s beginnings. 
Julius Caesar was from the great patrician family Julia, which claimed to be descended 
from the founder of Rome. Wealth and accomplishment in Rome did not trump family 
background. For believers in Christ, all this takes on added significance. Some 
genealogical inquiries are worthless, even counterproductive (see 1 Timothy 1:4; Titus 
3:9). But just the opposite is true with regard to Jesus Christ. One of the important 
aspects of our belief in Jesus as the Messiah is the way the New Testament presents him 
as a fulfillment of prophecy. Some prophecies are tied to ancestors of Jesus who played 
major roles in the history of Israel. (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 One of the many things a certain religion is noted for is its collection of genealogical 
records. It has the world's largest genealogical library, which apparently is used by 
thousands of people every day who are looking for information. Genealogies serve to 
validate who people really are. A classic example can be found in Exodus 6. Moses and 
Aaron had obediently asked Pharaoh to allow the people of Israel to travel outside the 
country to worship their God. After Pharaoh's refusal and the resulting increased 
hardship upon the Israelites, God reiterated His promises for their deliverance (vs. 1-8). 
Beginning in Exodus 6:14 we find a detailed genealogy indicating exactly who Moses and 
Aaron were. Verse 20 says, "And Amram took him Jochebed his father's sister to wife; 
and she bare him Aaron and Moses." After more names, this statement is made: "These 
are that Aaron and Moses, to whom the Lord said, Bring out the children of Israel from 
the land of Egypt according to their armies" (vs. 26). Today's genealogy is much more 
important. It leads to the birth of Jesus. As we move into the Christmas season, it is 
interesting to see how the Old Testament foretold the coming of the Messiah centuries 
before it occurred. Micah 5:2 says that He originated in eternity, would become Ruler of 
Israel, and would be born in Bethlehem in the region of Ephratah. The setting of the 
book of Ruth moves from Bethlehem to Moab and back again. Ruth, a Moabite 
converted to faith in God, became a progenitor of the Christ, who would come centuries 
later. As we look at the texts for this lesson, you will note that the five verses in Ruth are 
narrative (4:13-17), while the verses in Matthew are genealogical (1:1-17). Although Ruth 
4:18-22 is not in our text, it too is genealogical. So we would do well to compare it with 
what we find in Matthew 1:1-6, for it illustrates biblical unity. (from the Bible Expositor and 
Illuminator)  
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Food for Thought 
 
 

Many Christians fail to realize the 
royal heritage that is theirs in Christ. 
They live as spiritual peasants when 

they should be living royally. 
According to the apostle Paul, 
believers “are all sons of God 

through faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal 
3:26) 

 
 

Therefore you are no longer a slave but a 
son, and if a son, then an heir of God 
through Christ..(Gal 4:7 NKJV)  
 

 (From "Our Daily Bread", Oct 20, 2005) 
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Jesus Christ the Fulfillment 

A Study in Matthew 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/04  Lineage of Jesus             1:1-17; 
                                           Ruth 4:13-17 
12/11  Emmanuel's Birth             1:18-25 
12/18  Confirming His Birth           2:7-23 
01/08  Strength in Temptation       4:1-11 
01/15  Acts of Healing                9:27-34; 
                                                      11:2-6 
01/22  Declared in Prayer         11:25-30 
01/29 Revealed in Rejection     13:54-58 
02/05  Canaanite Woman         15:21-28 
02/12  Declared by Peter          16:13-27 
02/19  Witnessed by Disciples    17:1-12 
02/26  Anointed in Bethany         26-6-13 
03/04  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

DETAILS OF JESUS' LINEAGE (MATT 1:1-17) 
 
 

Key Ancestors (Matt 1:1-2) 
 

The Christ (Matt 16:15-16) 
Son of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Luke 3:31-38) 

 
Other Ancestors (Matt 1:3-17) 
 

Judah (Gen 29:22-35) 
 

Tamar - The wife of Er and then Onan, sons of Judah. When both died, Judah asked Tamar to live as a widow until the next oldest 
son grew up. Later Tamar tricked Judah into an incestuous relationship (Genesis 38:6–19) 

 

Rahab (Joshua 2:1) 
 

Solomon (2 Sam 12:24) 
 

Rehoboam (1 Kings 12:1-16) 
 

Zerubbabel (Erza 2:1-2, 3:2, 5:2) 
 

Ruth (Ruth 1:16-17) 
 

 
 

LINEAGE THAT PROVIDED REDEMPTION AND PROVISION  (RUTH 4:13-17) 
 

Redeemed from the separated to family (Ruth 4:13-14) 
Through receiving the Spirit of sonship (Rom 8:14-17) 
Through faith (Gal 3:26) 
Through receiving and believing in Jesus (John 1:11-13) 
Through God's predestination (Eph 1:5) 
Through the work of Jesus (Heb 2:11) 
Through the great love of God (1 John 3:1-2) 
Through overcoming  (Rev 21:7) 

 
Redeemed from the separated to loved (Ruth 4:15) 

Redeemed to being loved because Jesus became the curse for us (Gal 3:13-14) 
Redeemed to being loved because Jesus died for us (Rom 5:8) 
Redeemed to being loved because of God's mercy (1 Peter 2:10) 
Redeemed to being loved so that God could show His grace (Eph 2:6-9) 
Redeemed to being loved so that God could show is unlimited patience (1 Tim 1:16) 
Redeemed to being loved through being made alive with Jesus (Eph 2:4-5) 

 
Provision of needs (Ruth 4:15) 

Provision of needs through the glorious riches of Jesus (Phil 4:19) 
Provision of needs through the Word of God (Deut 8:3) 
Provision of needs so that we will abound in every good work (2 Cor 9:8) 
Provision of needs through the fear of God (Ps 34:9) 
Provision of needs through being made rich in every way (2 Cor 9:10-11) 

 
Provision of protection (Ruth 4:16-17) 

Protection through God being our refuge (Ps 9:9) 
Protection through God being our rock, fortress and deliverer (Ps 18:2) 
Protection through God being an ever-present help in trouble Ps 46:1) 
Protection through God's faithfulness (2 Thess 3:3) 
Protection through God's knowledge of how to rescue godly men (2 Peter 2:9) 
Protection because we love God (Ps 91:14) 
Protection through wisdom (Prov 4:6)  


