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 Ultimately, the purpose of Jesus in coming to earth was to be the sacrifice for sin. But to 
offer a sinless sacrifice, Jesus had to be the lamb without spot or blemish (1 Peter 1:19). The 
episode of the three temptations was not a chance for Jesus to prove to the Father that he 
was worthy of this mission. Rather, the temptations that God allowed Jesus to face—not only 
those in today’s lesson but also in places such as Matthew 27:40—demonstrated to Satan and 
to all humanity that victory over temptation is possible. The temptations Jesus went through 
mirror the temptations we face (see 1 John 2:16). In observing the response of Jesus in 
Satan’s temptations, we learn how to deal with Satan’s tactics. Jesus was tempted just as we 
are, yet he did not sin (Hebrews 4:15). The devil was beaten in the battle of the three 
temptations. By resisting the devil, we will be better able to overcome sin. Unlike Jesus, we 
will not be totally without sin because in our weakness we will continue to stumble. But as we 
resist by following the example of Jesus, we will develop a stronger walk with a greater 
capacity to deal victoriously with future temptations. A key to victory is to be aware of 
Satan’s schemes at the outset (2 Corinthians 2:11). When tempted, look to the one who has 
been where you are. Jesus endured temptation, and he will help us in our times of temptation. 
May the words of Hebrews 2:17, 18 encourage us all: “For this reason he had to be made like 
his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he 
himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”  
                                                                           (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

How to Respond to Temptation  (James 1:12-21) 
1. See the benefits of resisting temptation (vs 12) 
2. Take responsibility for our actions (vs 13-15) 
3. Acknowledge God's goodness  (vs 17) 
4. See ourselves as the recipient of God's Grace (vs 17) 
5. Exercise patience (vs 19) 
6. Listen submissively to God  (vs 21) 
7. Put off all moral filth and evil (vs 21) 

 

The Three ways Satan Tempts (1 John 2:15-16) 
Lust of the flesh 

Is driven by our sinful nature (Romans 7:18) 
We must not yield to our sinful nature because we are children of God (Romans 8:12-14) 
Instead of yielding to our sinful nature, we must live to please the Holy Spirit (Galatians 6:8) 

Lust of the eye 
We must be careful what we see because the eye is the lamp of our soul (Luke 11:34-36) 
We must never let the desires of our eyes cause us to sin (Matthew 5:28-29) 

Pride of life 
Pride causes destruction (Prov 16:18) 
Pride keeps us from thinking of God (Ps 10:4) 
Pride brings disgrace (Prov 11:2) 

 

The tragic end of temptation (Judges 16:20‑30) 
1. Loss of purity (vs 20) 
2. Cloud of Guilt (vs 20) 
3. Sense of Separation (vs 20)   
4. Sometimes abused (vs 21)  

Strengthened in Temptation  
Matt 4:1-11 
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Food for Thought 
 

Temptation 
 

We fall into temptation when we 
don’t stand against it. In Gen 39:9 
Joseph gave us one way of escape: 
Recognize sin as an affront to God 
and run from it. Jesus gave another 
in Matt 4:1-11: Answer temptation 
with truth from God’s Word. 
 

There is no one greater in this house 
than I, nor has he kept back anything 
from me but you, because you are his 
wife. How then can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God?” 
                            (Luke 1:31  NIV)  
 

(From "Our Daily Bread", Jun 19, 2009) 

Jan 15, 2012 
 

 

Jesus Christ the Fulfillment 

A Study in Matthew 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/04  Lineage of Jesus               1:1-17; 
                                            Ruth 4:13-17 
12/11  Emmanuel's Birth             1:18-25 
12/18  Confirming His Birth          2:7-23 
01/08  Special Lesson       Bro. Cisneros 
01/15  Strength in Temptation    4:1-11 
01/22  Acts of Healing                9:27-34; 
                                                      11:2-6 
01/29  Declared in Prayer         11:25-30 
02/05 Revealed in Rejection     13:54-58 
02/12  Canaanite Woman         15:21-28 
02/19  Declared by Peter          16:13-27 
02/26  Witnessed by Disciples    17:1-12 
03/04  Anointed in Bethany         26-6-13 
03/11  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
Strengthened Against Weaknesses (Matt 4:1-4) 

 

Strengthened against weaknesses through the power of the 
Holy Spirit (1-2) 

Power of hope (Rom 15:13) 
Power to rest faith on (1 Cor 2:5) 
Power that comes through being a part of the kingdom 
of God (1 Cor 4:20) 
Power to strengthen the inner being (Eph 3:16) 
Power that God gives through the Spirit of power (2 
Tim 1:7) 

 

Strengthened against weaknesses through being a child of 
God (3) 

A child that overcomes weaknesses through love (1 John 
3:10) 
A child that overcomes weaknesses through freedom 
given by God (Rom 8:20-21) 
A child that overcomes weaknesses through the 
righteousness of God (Phil 2:15) 
A child that overcomes weaknesses through the truth of 
God (1 John 5:18-20) 
A child that overcomes weaknesses through indwelling 
power of God (1 John 4:4) 

 

Strengthened against weaknesses through the power of the 
God's Word (4) 

Power of the Word to revive the soul (Ps 19:7-8) 
Power of the Word to keep one's life pure (Ps 119:9-11) 
Power of the Word to save the believers (Rom 1:16) 
Power of the Word as the sword of the Holy Spirit (Eph 
6:17) 
Power of the Word to provide hope (Rom 15:4) 

 
Strengthened Against Pride (Matt 4:5-7) 

 

Strengthened against pride through discerning Satan's 
schemes (5-6) 

Discerning Satan's schemes by forgiving (2 Cor 2:10-11) 
Discerning Satan's schemes through use of the full 
armor of God (Eph 6:11) 
Discerning Satan's schemes through Jesus' intercession 
for us (Luke 22:31-32) 
Discerning Satan's schemes through being self-
controlled and alert (1 Peter 5:8-9) 

 

Strengthened against pride through depending on and 
trusting God (7) 

Trusting in God and not worrying (John 14:1) 
Trusting in the name of God (Ps 20:7) 
Trusting in God and not fearing man (Ps 56:4) 
Trusting in God, my refuge, at all times (Ps 62:8) 
Trust that must be proved faithful (1 Cor 4:2) 
Trust that relies on God not self (2 Cor 1:9) 

 

 
 
Strengthened Against Idolatry (Matt 4:8-11) 

 

Strengthened against idolatry through worshiping only 
God (8-9) 

Worship God only because we are to serve Him only 
(Deut 6:13) 
Worship God only because we are to have no other gods 
(Exodus 20:3) 
Worship God only because God is a jealous God 
(Exodus 34:14) 
Worship God only because He is the only One who can 
save us (Dan 3:16-18) 
Worship God only because no one can serve more than 
one master (Matt 6:24) 
Worship of God because He is due it (Ps 29:2) 
Worship of God because He is the creator (Ps 95:6-7) 

 

Strengthened against idolatry through resisting Satan (10) 
Resist Satan by not giving him a foothold (Eph 4:27) 
Resist Satan by putting on the full armor of God (Eph 
6:11-13) 
Resist Satan by submitting to God (James 4:7) 
Resist Satan by being alert and self-controlled (1 Thess 
5:6) 
Resist Satan by praying that we will not fall into 
temptation (Matt 26:41) 

 

Strengthened against idolatry through sustainment of God 
(11) 

God sustains by upholding those who fall (Ps 37:23-24) 
God sustains from birth (Ps 71:6) 
God sustains through providing a willing spirit (Ps 
51:12) 
God sustains because He will never forsake His own (Ps 
55:22) 
God sustains because He promised to do so (Ps 
119:116)God sustains because He always finishes what 
He starts (Phil 1:6)  


