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 A survey conducted by the American Academy of Family Physicians shows that 
ninety-nine percent of doctors believe a relationship exists between faith and 
physical healing. Doctors' faith in faith was bolstered by a California study of the effect 
of prayer on recovery from heart problems. About two hundred heart patients were 
assigned to Christians who prayed for them, while an equal number, a control group, 
received no known prayers. Neither group knew about the prayers, yet those who 
received prayer developed half the complications that were experienced by those in the 
control group" (www.bible. org).  Jesus' messianic character and ministry were 
demonstrated in His healing ministry.  Jesus' healing ministry also was intimately 
connected to a person's faith. The Prophet Isaiah foretold that Messiah would perform 
the very miracles that Jesus referred to in Matthew 11:4. He healed the blind, caused the 
lame to walk, cleansed lepers, restored people's hearing, raised the dead, and preached the 
gospel to the poor and needy (Isa. 35:5-6; 61:1). These miracles were irrefutable proof 
that Jesus was the promised One. Although Jesus' miracles were often acts of mercy 
toward people who were suffering, the primary purpose of His miracles was to 
authenticate Him as the promised Messiah of the Old Testament. This can be seen 
in the way He pointed John the Baptist to His miracles as evidence that He was the 
Christ.  John did not need to look for another. Jesus' miracles settled the issue. That the 
miracles of Jesus were primarily signs of who He was can also be seen in other biblical 
references. For example, when Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost, he spoke of 
Jesus as "a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs" (Acts 
2:22). His miracles were God's captivating way of saying, "This is my beloved Son: hear 
him" (Mark 9:7). The authenticating nature of His many miraculous deeds can also be 
observed in the purpose of the Gospel of John. The Apostle John wrote, "And many 
other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book: but these are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God" (20:30-31).  Some say that Jesus must perform signs and wonders today so that 
people will believe in Him. The Apostle John indicates, however, that the recorded signs 
of Christ are sufficient to inspire belief today.  
                                                                               (from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator)  
 

 
 After impressing the crowds with the authority of his teaching in the Sermon on the 
Mount (see Matthew 7:28, 29), Jesus performed a series of high-profile public healings 
that drew considerable attention to his ministry. In Matthew 8:5–13, Jesus healed the 
servant of a centurion. After disembarking in the region of the Decapolis, he cured 
demonized men who were forced to live in a graveyard (8:28–34). Crowds flocked to 
Jesus (8:18). Some responded to Jesus’ miracles with genuine faith; others were interested 
in the show, but were not truly committed to Jesus’ program; some resisted him because 
they feared his influence; others who genuinely wanted to support Jesus wondered why 
he was not fitting the mold of their expectations. This is the swirl of controversy in 
which we find today’s two lesson segments. Matthew does not always arrange his material 
in chronological order, and it is likely that our second segment, Matthew 11:2–6, occurs 
prior to our first segment of Matthew 9:27–34. 
                                                                         (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary)  
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Food for Thought 
 

Healing From Heaven  
 
 

Under His wings, what a refuge in 
sorrow! How the heart yearningly 
turns to His rest! Often when earth 
has no balm for my healing, There I 
find comfort, and there I am 
blessed. Prayer is the soil in which 
hope and healing grow best.  
 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort, 
                           (2 Cor 1:3 NJKV)  
 
 

(From "Our Daily Bread", Oct 03, 2011) 

Jan 22, 2012 
 

 

Jesus Christ the Fulfillment 

A Study in Matthew 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/04  Lineage of Jesus               1:1-17; 
                                            Ruth 4:13-17 
12/11  Emmanuel's Birth             1:18-25 
12/18  Confirming His Birth          2:7-23 
01/08  Special Lesson       Bro. Cisneros 
01/15  Strength in Temptation       4:1-11 
01/22  Acts of Healing              9:27-34; 
                                                      11:2-6 
01/29  Declared in Prayer         11:25-30 
02/05 Revealed in Rejection     13:54-58 
02/12  Canaanite Woman         15:21-28 
02/19  Declared by Peter          16:13-27 
02/26  Witnessed by Disciples    17:1-12 
03/04  Anointed in Bethany         26-6-13 
03/11  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
HEALING OF THE BLIND (MATT 9:27-31) 
Requesting mercy (27) 

Requesting mercy at God's throne of grace (Heb 4:16) 
Requesting mercy because mercy triumphs over judgment (James 
2:13) 
Requesting mercy because it is commanded (Jude 22-23) 
Requesting mercy  because we can depend on God because of His 
mercy (Rom 9:16) 
Requesting mercy because of being a people of God (1 Peter 
2:10) 
Requesting mercy in our distress (Isa 63:9) 
Requesting mercy because we fear Him (Luke 1:50) 
Requesting mercy to not be consumed (Lam 3:22) 

Having faith (28-29) 
Faith that trusts God regardless (John 14:1) 
Faith based on seeking the God that exists (Heb 11:6) 
Faith that results in no condemnation (John 3:18) 
Faith that expresses itself through love (Gal 5:6) 
Faith by not moving from the hope in the gospel (Col 1:23) 

Spreading the news (30-31) 
Witness through the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8) 
Witness by using God's word (Rom 10:17-18) 
Witness to others because Jesus commanded it (Matt 28:18-20) 
Witness to others through teaching (2 Tim 2:2) 
Witness starting at home (Luke 8:39) 
Witness about what God has done for us (Ps 66:16) 

 
 
HEALING OF THE POSSESSED (MATT 9:32-34) 
Coming to Jesus (32) 

Coming to Jesus means spending time with Him (John 1:38-39) 
Coming to Jesus means to seek to be near Him (Isa 55:6) 
Coming to Jesus is seeking fellowship with Him (1 John 1:3-7) 
Coming to Jesus is getting to know Jesus (John 17:3) 
The only way a person can come to Jesus is through the 
conviction of God (John 6:44) 

Amazement at the power of Jesus (33) 
Amazement that helps spread the news of the goodness of God 
(Luke 4:36-37) 
Amazement at the greatness of God (Luke 9:43) 
Amazement at how much God loves (John 5:20) 
Amazement at how God does everything perfectly (Mark 7:37) 
Amazement that should lead to faith in God (John 12:9-11) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rejection of Jesus (34) 

Rejection because of not understanding the light (John 1:3-5) 
Rejection of the capstone (Acts 4:10-11) 
Rejection that brought reconciliation to the world (Rom 11:13-
15) 
Rejection of Jesus is a rejection of God (Luke 10:16) 
Rejection because they considered Jesus just a man, not the Son 
of God (John 10:33) 
Rejection because of familiarity with Jesus' human heritage 
(Mark 6:2-6) 

 
 
HEALING FOR THOSE WHO QUESTIONED 
(MATT 11:2-6) 
Questioning if Jesus is the One (2-3) 

Questions from Satan about Jesus being the Son of God (Matt 
4:3) 
Questions about Jesus' human origin (Mark 6:3) 
Questions about Jesus being the King of the Jews (Matt 27:11) 
People in the streets questioned who Jesus was (Matt 21:10-11) 
Even one who was healed questioned who Jesus was (John 5:8-
13) 
Jesus questioned His disciples about who He was (Mark 8:27-
29) 

Belief in the prophetic fulfillment (4-5) 
Jesus was born under the law to fulfill the promise of redemption 
(Gal 4:4-5) 
God used the law to establish and fulfill His second covenant 
through Jesus (Heb 10:8-10) 
Jesus fulfilled the purpose and goal of the gospel (1 Cor 15:3-5) 
Jesus fulfilled all Scripture references to the Messiah (Luke 
4:20-21) 
Jesus lived and moved as part of the fulfillment of the Scriptures 
(Luke 18:31) 
God's Word was fulfilled in Jesus (Luke 22:37) 
God fulfilled all promises through Jesus (Acts 13:32-33) 

Savior or stumbling block (6) 
Savior or stumbling block because it was His destiny (Luke 
2:34-35) 
Savior or stumbling block because Jesus is a sanctuary that 
many in Israel stumbled over (Isa 8:14-15) 
Savior or stumbling block because of His teachings (John 6:60-
61) 
Savior or stumbling block because He was crucified for this 
reason (1 Cor 1:23-24) 
Savior or stumbling block because only Jesus has the words of 
eternal life (John 6:66-69) 

 


