
 

 

 

The Resurrection and the Christian 
 

For the Christian who has trusted in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus for their salvation, 
Easter is a time to celebrate the good news of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We should celebrate His 
resurrection for many good reasons. Let me mention a few. 
• First of all, the resurrection is a validation of the person, work, and teaching of Jesus Christ 

(Romans 1:1-4). 
• Second, the resurrection of our Lord is proof that the Father was satisfied with the work of the 

Son at Calvary, and it is our assurance that God will sanctify us through the same Spirit who 
raised the dead body of Jesus to everlasting life (Romans 6:4; Romans 7:24-25; Romans 8:11). 

• Thus, the resurrection of the Lord Jesus assures believers regarding the certainty of their salvation 
and their sanctification. 

• Third, the resurrection of our Lord is instrumental in giving the Christian the assurance of sins 
forgiven by cleansing their conscience (1 Peter 3:21-22). 

• Fourth, the resurrection of the Lord Jesus frees us forever from the fear of death, and thus its 
dominion over us: (Hebrews 2:14-15; Romans 8:38-39; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58; Philippians 1:20-
21; Philippians 3:10-11). 

• Fifth, the resurrection of the Lord Jesus assures us that we have a living hope, a hope that is 
securely kept for us in heaven (1 Peter 1:3-5). 

 
The Resurrection and the Unbeliever 
 

If the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is one of the greatest blessings of all time for the 
Christian, it is just the opposite for the unbeliever. The resurrection of Jesus Christ should be a 
terrifying truth for every unbeliever. Let me give you some reasons why. 
• First, it proves that Jesus was God’s promised Messiah, and that everything He said about 

Himself, salvation, and eternal judgment is true. When pressed by unbelievers to prove He had 
authority to do and to teach as He did, Jesus made His ability to rise from the dead the final test 
of His ministry: (John 2:18-22; Matthew 12:38-40). 

• Second, the resurrection of Jesus as proven in part by the empty tomb is a truth to which the 
Holy Spirit bears witness in the heart of the unbeliever. The unbeliever has the daunting task of 
silencing the witness of the Holy Spirit to the resurrection of Jesus and its implications (John 16:7-
11). 

• Third, some of Jesus’ most zealous opponents were taken aback by the possibility that Jesus may 
have been raised from the dead. I am speaking in particular of the Pharisees, who (as opposed to 
the Sadducees) believed in the resurrection of the dead. After the resurrection of Jesus, a number 
of the Pharisees began to back off in their opposition to the preaching of the apostles, while the 
Sadducees took up the fight (Acts 5:33-40; Acts 23:6-10). 

• Fourth, the resurrection of Jesus from the dead means not only that the righteous dead will be 
raised to inherit their rewards, it also means that the wicked will be raised to suffer eternal 
punishment. This is the consistent teaching of the entire Bible (Daniel 12:1-2; John 5:28-29; Acts 
17:30-31; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10; Hebrews 9:27-28). 

 

The resurrection of Jesus from the dead means that everyone who dies will be raised from the dead; 
the believers in Jesus to their eternal rest, and unbelievers to their eternal torment. Those who believe 
that they cease to exist when they die have believed Satan’s lie. There is no more terrifying thought for 
the unbeliever than the teaching of the Bible that just as Jesus rose from the dead, they will be raised as 
well to endure His eternal wrath. 
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NEXT SERIES 
 

God’s Sovereignty 

A Study in Job 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/15  Introduction to Job 
04/22  Heavenly Discussion        Job 1 
04/29  Suffering and Friends       Job 2 
05/06  Job's Complaint               Job 3 
05/13  Suffer / Controversy P1  Job 4-31 
05/20  Suffer / Controversy P2  Job 4-31 
05/27  Elihu Speeches            Job 32-37 
06/03 God's Responses          Job 38-39 
06/10 Confession & Answers  Job 40-41 
06/17 Confession and Prayer      Job 42 
06/24  Review and Summary 

Food for Thought 
 

Sonrise 
 

High King of heaven, my victory 
won,  May I reach heaven’s joys, O 
bright heaven’s Sun! Heart of my 
own heart,  whatever befall, Still be 
my Vision,  O Ruler of all. You 
have reason for  optimism if you’re 
looking for  Christ’s return. 
 

But to you who fear My name The 
Sun of Righteousness shall arise 
With healing in His wings; And you 
shall go out And grow fat like stall-
fed calves.       (Mal 4:2  NJKV)  
 

(From "Our Daily Bread", June 02, 2011) 


