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THE INTRODUCTION OF JOB (a scene on the earth) - (1:1-5) 
 

THE CHARACTER OF JOB (1:1) 
1. He was a "blameless" man (Luke 1:6) 
2. He was an "upright" man (Prov 4:11) 
3. He was a God- fearing man (Prov 16:6) 
4. He was a man who shunned evil (2 Tim 2:22) 

 

THE WEALTH OF JOB (1:2,3) 
1. He was rich in sons and daughters (Ps 127:3) 
2. He was rich in servants and cattle (Job 42:12; Prov 10:22) 

 

THE PIETY OF JOB (1:4,5) 
1. He consecrated his family (Lev 20:7-8) - The idea is that of removing any 

ritual impurity from his children which would prevent them from 
participating in the worship of God 

2. He took care of and prayed for family (1 Tim 5:4,8) 
 
 
 

THE CONTROVERSY CONCERNING JOB (a scene In heaven) - (1:6-
12) 
 

A.  THE ASSEMBLAGE IN HEAVEN 
The Bible teaches that the unfallen angels are "sons of God", Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7; 
that they are God's ministers who minister in the behalf of the heirs of salvation, 
Heb. 1:14; and that they give periodic reports to God, Job 1:6; 2:1; Zech. 1:8-11. 

 

B.  THE APPEARANCE OF SATAN IN THE ASSEMBLY 
Satan dwells, not in hell, but in the atmospheric heavens, Eph. 2:2, but he has 
access to third heaven, Job 1:6: 2:1; Rev. 12:7,10, and to the earth, Job 1:7; 2:2; 1 
Peter 5:8. The day is coming when Satan will no longer have access to third 
heaven, Rev. 12:7-10. Apparently Satan, like the good  angels, must periodically 
appear before God and give an account of his goings and his doings to God. He 
is God's servant, a person in no sense equal with God. 

 

C.  THE EXULTANT QUESTION OF GOD 
Note: (1) That God confirms the testimony of the author of Job concerning Job's 
character, 1:1 (perhaps Job, with the exception of Jesus Christ, was one of the 
most perfect men who has ever lived); (2) that God parades Job as a trophy of 
His grace, a man that Satan has been unable to corrupt; and (3) that God is the 
instigator of the controversy in heaven which resulted in the great sufferings of 
Job here on the earth (God desires to demonstrate to Satan that His true servants 
worship and serve Him, not because of His material wealth but because of His 
moral worth, not because of what He demands but because of what He deserves, 
not because of what He gives but because of who He is, not because of fear of 
Him but because of love for Him). 
                                                  (Adapted from “The Book of Job” by Roy Gingrich) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

The Priest-Like Father 
 

The father is the family priest. Job 
was an Arab chief. In that Arabian 
home there was, what there ought to 
be in every home, a father who, as he 
sees his children about him, feels 
himself called to be a consecrated 
priest unto God, a priest ordained by 
the laying on of hands, the hands of 
his own little children. There are three 
qualities of a priest-like-father: (1) 
The first, quality of a priest is 
sympathy, (2) A priest is like a 
director, and (3) Above all, a priest is 
an intercessor. 
 
 

 (Adapted from The Biblical Illustrator) 
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God’s Sovereignty 

A Study in Job 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/15  Introduction to Job 
04/22  Heavenly Discussion        Job 1 
04/29  Suffering and Friends          Job 2 
05/06  Job's Complaint                   Job 3 
05/13  Suffer / Controversy P1  Job 4-31 
05/20  Suffer / Controversy P2  Job 4-31 
05/27  Elihu Speeches            Job 32-37 
06/03 God's Responses          Job 38-39 
06/10 Confession & Answers  Job 40-41 
06/17 Confession and Prayer      Job 42 
06/24  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
THE CONTROVERSY CONCERNING JOB (a scene in heaven) - (1:6-12) [Cont.] 
 
D.  THE CHARGE OF SATAN 

Satan charges Job with worshipping and serving God not because he loves God but because of what he 
receives from God. Satan is totally selfish and he believes that all other moral beings are totally selfish. He 
believes that not just some men worship and serve God because of selfish reasons but that all men, even Job, 
the best of men, worship and serve Him for these reasons. He believes that religion is really selfishness 
disguised as devotion.  
 

Note that Satan doesn't question Job's piety, only his motive. Note also that Satan acknowledges: (1) that God 
blesses His children: (2) that God places a hedge around His children; and (3) that God must remove this 
hedge if evil is to touch His children. 

 
E.  THE CHALLENGE OF SATAN 

Satan says that if God takes away the material blessings that He has bestowed upon Job. Job will curse God to 
His face (he will openly renounce God, bid Him a final farewell, and have no more to do with Him). 

 
F.  THE PERMISSION OF GOD 

Note that Satan is on a leash and can touch God's servants only when, and to the extent that, God permits. 
 
 
 
THE AFFLICTION OF JOB (a scene on the earth) - (1:13-22) 
 
A. THE AFFLICTION OF JOB (1:13-19) 

1. The completeness of the afflictions (Ps 46:1-3) 
2. The agents of the afflictions (James 1:2-4, 14-15) 
3. The purpose of the afflictions (1 Peter 1:6-7) 

 
B. THE RESPONSE OF JOB (1:20-22) 

1. He  expressed outward  grief (2 Cor 7:10-11) 
2. He fell to the ground and worshipped God (John 4:21-24) 
3. He acknowledged the divine ownership of, and the temporary human stewardship over, material things (Ps 24:1) 
4. He did not sin nor charge God foolishly (Rom 9:20-21) 
5. He did not curse God to His face (James 3:8-10) 

 
 
                                                                                   (Adapted from “The Book of Job” by Roy Gingrich) 


