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 God permitted the affliction of Job that he might give to Satan a final and conclusive proof 
of Job's  integrity, He goes outside his city, sits down upon the ash heap and scrapes the secretion 
from his skin lesions. Job is a picture of utter ruin. All of his wealth is gone and now his health is 
gone. Job's wife, influenced by Satan, asks her husband: "Do you still retain your integrity [your 
faith in God and your uprightness before God] after God has recompensed your integrity as He 
has? I recommend that you curse God, turn your back to God, and then He will slay you and you 
will be free from your miseries." Job repels the temptation of Satan through his wife to renounce 
God and die and then he rebukes his wife for her foolish suggestion, for only a fool would turn 
from God when He sees fit to send evil into our lives. Job holds steadfastly to his faith in God 
even after he is crushed by the unfaithfulness of his wife. Oh, how great is the keeping power of 
God! Again, Satan has been proved wrong in his controversy with God. Men will serve God 
unselfishly, simply because they love Him. Later, in his controversy with his friends, Job does sin 
with his lips.  Although Job's friends men turned out to be "miserable comforters," 16:2, and 
"physicians of no value," 13:4, they were true believers in God and they were sincere in their 
desire to help Job. Their motives were right but their theology was wrong. When they saw Job's 
changed situation and appearance they wept, they symbolically expressed their grief, and they sat 
with Job in silence for seven days. During these days of silence, both the friends of Job and Job 
himself were in deep meditation. This meditation resulted in conclusions which were expressed 
and elaborated upon in the controversy between Job and his friends which soon followed 
(chapters 4-31). As the friends meditated, no doubt their thought pattern was as follows: (1) God 
is just and so He blesses righteous persons and He smites sinners; (2) Job has been smitten; (3) 
therefore Job is a sinner (a hypocrite who has put on a front of righteousness). These thoughts 
are later expressed in the friends' speeches to Job. As Job meditated, he seems to have reasoned 
as follows: (1) The commonly accepted theology of my day teaches that God blesses the righteous 
and blasts sinners; (2) but in my case this theology is untrue, for God has blasted me and I am a 
righteous man; (3) therefore in my case God has acted arbitrarily and unrighteously. Job's later 
speeches to his friends develop these thoughts. In our times of adversity, Satan tempts us to 
doubt: (1) God's wisdom, (2) God's justice, and (3) God's goodness. 
 
 

The Teachings of Chapters One and Two Concerning Satan 
Let us summarize the teachings of these chapters concerning Satan we learned from chapters one and 
two: 

1. Satan is a person. 
2. He is an opposer of God and God's children (Satan means opposer). 
3. He is accountable to God. 
4. He has access to both heaven and earth. 
5. He is a slanderer (the accuser of the brethren, Rev. 12:10). 
6. He doesn't give up easily. 
7. He operates chiefly on the earth. 
8. He causes many calamities and sicknesses. 
9. He is on a leash (he can act against God's children only with God's permission), he can 

hurt God's children only if, and to the degree that, God removes His hedge from around 
them 

10. He is wise, he did not use all the power given to him by God. He could have slain Job's 
wife but he spared her that he might use her to tempt Job and to further discourage Job 

11. He is cunning, he keeps himself hidden and operates through the forces of nature and 
through men, through both evil men and good men 

12. He is a person quite different from "the devil" of popular conception 
 

                                                                        (Adapted from “The Book of Job” by Roy Gingrich) 
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Food for Thought 
 
In overwhelming sorrows, true 
friendship almost invariably 
demonstrates itself more perfectly 
by silence than by speech. Don't 
try to explain everything; 
explanations never heal a broken 
heart. In times of severe testing, 
our first question must not be, 
how can I get out of this, but 
what can I get out of this? 
  
 

(Adapted from "Notes on Job" by Thomas 
Constable) 
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God’s Sovereignty 

A Study in Job 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/15  Introduction to Job 
04/22  Heavenly Discussion Pt1     Job 1 
04/29  Heavenly Discussion Pt2     Job 1 
05/06  Suffering and Friends       Job 2 
05/13  Job's Complaint                   Job 3 
05/20  Suffer / Controversy P1  Job 4-31 
05/27  Suffer / Controversy P2  Job 4-31 
06/03  Elihu Speeches            Job 32-37 
06/10 God's Responses          Job 38-39 
06/17 Confession & Answers  Job 40-41 
06/24 Confession and Prayer      Job 42 
07/01  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
Job's Sufferings  - A Testing of  the Faith 
 

Physical test (7) 
Physical test of health (Ps 38:3) 
Physical test of works at the judgment (1 Cor 3:13) 
Physical test of actions (Gal 6:4) 
Physical test to see if followers of instructions (Ex 16:4) 
Physical test of what is in the heart (2 Chron 32:30-31) 
Physical test of imprisonment (Rev 2:10) 

 
Spiritual test (8) 

Spiritual test of what God's will is (Rom 12:2) 
Spiritual test to see if in the faith (2 Cor 13:5-6) 
Spiritual test to determine goodness (1 Thess 5:21) 
Spiritual test of trials (James 1:12) 
Spiritual test of spirits (1 John 4:1) 

 
Family test (9) 

Family test of devotion to God (1 Kings 11:4) 
Family test of loyalty (Judg 14:16-17) 
Family test of accountability (Josh 7:20-26) 
Family test through snares (Judg 8:27) 
Family test through children (1 Sam 3:11-14) 
Family test for salvation (Acts 16:29-34) 
Family test of management (1 Tim 3:3-5) 
Family test of provision and care giving (1 Tim 5:8) 

 
Test of the acceptance of God's Will (10) 

Always submit to God's will (James 4:13-15) 
Five ways to align our will with God's 

1. Never presume (Eccl 10:12-14) 
2. Submit to God (Luke 22:42) 
3. Be a living sacrifice (Rom 12:1-2) 
4. Seek God's Will (Col 1:9) 
5. Be obedient (Rom 8:12) 

 
Testing of the temptation to sin (10) 

Choosing not to sin when angry (Eph 4:26) 
Choosing not to sin through obedience to the Bible (1 John 2:1) 
Choosing not to sin through being dead to sin (Rom 6:1-2) 
Choosing not to sin through being slaves to righteousness (Rom 6:18) 
Choosing not to sin by being careful with whom we associate (1 Cor 15:33-34) 
Choosing not to sin through the power of God's grace (Titus 2:11-12) 
Choosing not to sin through holiness (1 Peter 1:15-17) 

 


