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The beginning of the controversy 
The beginning of the controversy as regards Job 

1. He is keenly aware of his sufferings - 6:1-10; chapter 7 
2. He rejects his friends explanation of his sufferings - 6:24,25 
3. He has no explanation for his sufferings - 10:2; 10:15  
4. He sees no way out of his sufferings and so wishes for relief from his 

sufferings - 6:8-11; 7:7-16 
 

The progress of the controversy 
The progress of the controversy as regards to the three friends 

1. They become more convinced that Job is a sinner 
2. They become more heated in their arguments 
3. They become more inconsiderate of the feelings of Job 
4. They become more reckless in their charges against Job - See 8:4; 22:5-9 
5. They become more sparing in their promises of restoration upon repentance 
6. They become more frustrated in their inability to convince Job of his sins 

 

The progress of the controversy as regards to Job 
1. Job becomes more disgusted with his friends 
2. Job becomes more boastful of his righteousness - 16:17; 23:10; 27:3-6; 

chapter 29; chapter 31:31-37 
3. Job becomes more convinced that God has become his enemy - 10:16,17; 

16:7-17; 19:6-20 
4. Job becomes more reckless in his charges against God - 9:1-10; 9:16-

24,30,31; 10:3-18; 23:13 
5. Job becomes more desirous of a confrontation with God - 23:1-10; 31:35-40 
6. Job becomes more aware of his need for a mediator - 9:32-35; 16:21 
7. Job becomes more bold in his statements of faith - 14:13-15; 19:23-27 

 

The close of the controversy 
The close of the controversy as regards the three friends 

1. They yet hold firmly to their belief that all suffering is punishment for sin 
2. They yet believe that Job is a sinner 
3. They cease debating with Job because he is self-righteous and because they 

have no answer to his arguments 
 

The close of the controversy as regards Job 
1. He is yet firmly convinced of his own righteousness - chapter 31 
2. He is self-righteous (righteous in his own strength) - 32:1 
3. He justifies himself rather than God - 32:3 
4. He is bewildered concerning the cause of his suffering 
5. He is alternating between unbelief and belief and between despair and hope 
6. He is yet eager to have a confrontation with God - 23:1-10 
7. He does not know that he is full of pride, rebellion, and self-sufficiency and 

that a divine work of grace needs to be wrought in his life  
 

                                                                      (Adapted from “The Book of Job” by Roy Gingrich) 
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Food for Thought 
 

The best way to help discouraged 
and hurting people is to listen with 
your heart and not just with your 
ears. It's not what they say but why 
they say it that is important. Let 
them know that you understand 
their pain by reflecting back to 
them in different words just what 
they say to you. Don't argue or try 
to convince them with logical 
reasoning. There will be time for 
that later; meanwhile, patiently 
accept their feelings, even their 
bitter words against God, and build 
bridges, not walls. 
 

(Adapted from "Notes on Job" by Thomas 
Constable) 
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God’s Sovereignty 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/15  Introduction to Job 
04/22  Heavenly Discussion Pt1     Job 1 
04/29  Heavenly Discussion Pt2     Job 1 
05/06  Suffering and Friends          Job 2 
05/13  Job's Complaint                   Job 3 
05/20  Suffer/Controversy P1    Job 4-31 
05/27  Suffer/Controversy P2 Job 4-31 
06/03  Elihu Speeches            Job 32-37 
06/10 God's Responses          Job 38-39 
06/17 Confession & Answers  Job 40-41 
06/24 Confession and Prayer      Job 42 
07/01  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
The third cycle of speeches between Job and his three friends chs. 22-27 

• Eliphaz's third speech ch. 22 
• Job 22:5, 12, 21-23, 29-30 (Accuses Job of wickedness, but exhorts him to return to God and be delivered) 

• Job's third reply to Eliphaz chs. 23-24 
• Job 23:3-6 (Job desires to plead his case to God)  
• Job 24:1, 13, 23 (Job complains that there are others who are more wicked than he, why would God not do 

for him what he does for other righteous followers) 
• Bildad's third speech ch. 25 

• Job 25:4 (Reminds Job that no man is righteous and just before God) 
• Job's third reply to Bildad chs. 26-27 

• Job 26:2-4, 7-13 (Job complains about his friends counsel and helpfulness; Job advises of his knowledge of 
the power and control of God) 

• Job 27:3-6 (Job defends his righteousness) 
  

Job's concluding discourses chs. 28-31 
• Job's discourse on God's wisdom ch. 28 

• Job 28:12-13, 23, 28 (Job asks for wisdom because only through it will come his understanding of his 
suffering) 

• Job's defense of his innocence chs. 29-31  
• Job 29:2 (Job longs for his life before this series of trials) 
• Job 30:1, 11, 20, 24-25 (Job current situation is humiliating, yet no one is coming to his aid) 
• Job 31:6, 35 (Job defends his integrity and wants God to answer his prayers) 

 
Questions to meditate on 

Can we defend our righteousness?  Isa 64:6; Matt 5:6-10; Rom 3:21-26 
What is wise counsel?  Prov 1:5; Prov 8:12-14; Gal 6:1-5; 2 Tim 2:21-26; James 4:11-12 

 
Notes from the Holman Bible Dictionary on suffering 

The Hebrews regarded suffering as punishment for sin against the divine moral order. The wicked would surely 
suffer for their evil ways (Psalm 7:15; Psalm 7:16; Psalm 37:1-3; Psalm 73:12-20; Psalm 139:19), even though they 
might prosper for a time (Job 21:28-33). Some writers expressed consternation that God stayed His hand of 
judgment against the offenders of His will (Jeremiah 12:1-4; Habakkuk 1:2-4; Malachi 3:7-15). They often 
interpreted their own suffering as a sign of God's wrath and punishment for sin in their lives. The highly developed 
sense of corporate identity in Hebrew thought meant that suffering could come as a result of parents' sin (1 Kings 
21:20; 1 Kings 21:22; 1 Kings 21:29; an idea reflected by Jesus' disciples in John 9:2, the story of the healing of the 
man born blind) or the wickedness of the king (2 Kings 21:10; 2 Kings 21:11). 
 

The early Christians recognized the inevitability of their suffering. As Christ suffered, so would they (John 16:33; 
Acts 14:22; Romans 8:31-39; 1 Cor. 12:26; 1 Thes. 2:14; 2 Tim. 3:12; 1 Peter 4:12-13). Continuing His mission, they 
would incur tribulation (Mark 13:12-13; Rev. 17:6; Rev. 20:14) because the world hates the disciples as much as it 
did their Lord (see John 15:18; 1 Cor. 2:8; 1 John 3:11-12). Suffering for His sake was counted a privilege (Acts 
5:41; 1 Cor. 11:32; 1 Thes. 1:4-8). New Testament writers realized there were other types of suffering than that 
incurred as they lived on Christian mission. These are to be endured patiently rather than rebelliously (1 Thes. 3:3; 
James 1:2-4) because God is working His purpose out in His children's lives (Romans 8:28-29). Satan would tempt 
believers to be defeated in their suffering (2 Cor. 4:8-12; Rev. 2:10). Instead, Christians can grow stronger spiritually 
through trials (Romans 6:4-8; 1 Peter 4:1; Hebrews 12:11) and share Christ's ultimate triumph (Mark 13:9; John 
16:33; 2 Thes. 1:5; Rev. 5:5; Rev. 20:9; Rev. 20:14-15) even now as they experience daily victories (Romans 8:37; 1 
John 2:13-14; 1 Peter 5:10). Therefore, sufferings give rise to hope (Romans 12:12; 1 Thes. 1:3), for no present 
suffering compares with the rewards that await the faithful follower of Christ (Romans 8:17-18). 


