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The opening Question (38:1-3) 
First, note that God does answer Job. So, God has been listening to the controversy 
and its arguments. So, God is concerned about what is going on down here. God 
asks Job "who is this [creature] that darkens God's counsel [God's truth] by speaking 
words not in accordance with knowledge [words contrary to God's revealed truth]?" 
"What frail, foolish, sinful creature is this who charges God and questions His 
ways?" Then God tells Job to get an answer prepared for He is getting ready to 
expose Job's ignorance and frailty and show him that he has no right to charge 
God and question God.  
 

The superiority of God over Job (38:4-39:30) 
• God is superior in understanding (38:4-7) - Job doesn't understand the work 

of creation.  God does. 
• God is superior in might (38:8-11) - Job cannot control the mighty oceans.  

God can and does. 
• God is superior in authority (38:12-15) - Job cannot authoritatively command 

the dawn to appear, and to always appear in the east. God can and does. 
• God is superior in knowledge (38:16-21) - Only God, and not man, has 

knowledge of the depths of the seas, the breadth of the earth, the origin of 
light, and the home of darkness. 

• God is superior in the control of the elements (38:22-30) - Who but God can 
control the snow, the hail, the wind, the rain, the lightning, the dew, the ice, 
and the frost? 

• God is superior in power (38:31-33) - Only God can control the stars in their 
courses and in their influences over the earth. 

• God is superior in authority (38:34-38) - As in 38:12-15, God's superior 
authority is stated. He, unlike man, can authoritatively command the rain to 
fall, the lightning to flash, the clouds to mass, and the pitchers of the sky to 
tilt. 

• God is superior in provision (38:39-41) - Can Job provide food for the lions 
and their offspring? For the ravens and their young ones? God can. 

• God is superior in knowledge (39:1-4) - Only God knows when the mountain 
goats bring forth their young or when the hinds calve. Only God knows the 
gestation period of the hinds. 

• God is superior in the control of the animal creation (39:5-12) - The wild 
donkey and the wild ox cannot be tamed and used by man but God can 
control and use them. 

• God is superior in creative ability (39:13-30) - God created the ostrich 
without giving her wisdom or understanding, so she does not adequately care 
for her young or prudently fear the hunter. God created the war horse and 
gave him a fearless nature, so that he laughs at danger. Again, God created the 
eagle, who sees and attacks her prey from afar. Can Job create such creatures 
as the ostrich, the war horse, and the eagle?  

 

                                                                      (Adapted from “The Book of Job” by Roy Gingrich) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

God's role in His speeches was not 
that of a defendant on trial, whom 
Job the prosecutor charged with 
injustice. Rather, He was the 
Prosecutor asking the questions of 
Job, the defendant. He asked him 
more than 70 unanswerable questions 
and proved him both ignorant and 
impotent.  Since Job could not 
understand or determine God's ways 
with nature, he obviously could not 
comprehend or control God's 
dealings with people. Who is the truly 
wise person? It is not Job, or his three 
older friends, or his younger friend, 
Elihu, but God. He alone is truly 
wise. 
 

      (Adapted from "Notes on Job"  
                             by Thomas Constable) 
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God’s Sovereignty 

A Study in Job 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/15  Introduction to Job 
04/22  Heavenly Discussion Pt1     Job 1 
04/29  Heavenly Discussion Pt2     Job 1 
05/06  Suffering and Friends          Job 2 
05/13  Job's Complaint                   Job 3 
05/20  Suffer/Controversy P1    Job 4-31 
05/27  Suffer/Controversy P2    Job 4-31 
06/03  Elihu Speeches            Job 32-37 
06/10 God's Responses        Job 38-39 
06/17 Confession & Answers  Job 40-41 
06/24 Confession and Prayer      Job 42 
07/01  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
 
 
 

The purposes of the God's response 
• To fulfill Job's wish - Job had repeatedly wished that he might find God that he might show him his 

righteousness, Job 13:18; 23:4; 31:31-37, and demand of God an answer concerning the reason for his 
afflictions, Job 23:1-5, but now that he sees God, he stands in silence and awe before Him. 

• To meet Job's need - Job had heard of God but he needed to see God, Job 42:5. He knew about God 
but he needed to know God.  Through God's whirlwind speeches, Job is given a direct vision of God, 
after which he was a changed person. See Exodus 3:3-4;  Isa. 6:1-8, Luke 5:4-8; Acts 7:2-4; 9:3-6; Rev.1:12-
17. When we come face to face with God, we come face to face with ourselves, Job 42:5, and 6. 

• To illumine Job's mind - God's speeches called Job's attention to His natural revelation and illumined 
Job's mind to understand what was taught in them - See Rom. 1:19-20. 

• To redirect Job's attention - Before Jehovah's speeches, Job had centered his attention upon himself 
and had made himself the center of the universe. After these speeches he centered his attention upon 
God and made Him the center of the universe. 

• To reveal Job's nothingness - Job had exalted himself to a place of superiority over God by judging God, 
by demanding an answer from God, etc. Jehovah's speeches reveal to Job his insignificance when he is 
compared with God. 

• To destroy Job's pride, rebellion, and self-sufficiency -The Jehovah speeches leave Job humble, obedient, 
and trusting. 

• To give Job's later trust-in-the-dark faith an intelligent basis - He can trust the God revealed in the 
Jehovah speeches even though this God gives him no explanation for his sufferings. 

 
 

                                                                                                          (Adapted from “The Book of Job” by Roy Gingrich) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY CROSS-REFERENCE VERSES: 
 

• Questioning God (1 Tim 1:6-7; Ps 106:33; Ps 106:33) 
• Superiority of God (Ps 135:5-6; 1 Tim 6:15-16; Matthew 19:26; Luke 1:37; Prov 2:6) 
• Sovereignty of God (Ps 115:3; Dan 4:17)  


