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God's concluding challenge to Job 40:1-2 
 

God's first speech began and ended with a challenge to Job. Job had found fault 
with God for allowing him to suffer when he was godly. He had said he wished 
he could meet God in court to face Him with His injustice and to hear His 
response (13:3, 15). Now God asked Job if he still wanted to contend with 
Him after God had reminded him of His power and wisdom. "It" (40:2b) may 
refer to the question in 40:2a, though it could refer to all the evidence God had 
presented in chapters 38-39. Since Job is not knowledgeable enough to discover 
why things take place on earth as they do, he is left with a decision, either to trust 
God, believing that he wisely rules his created world, or to pursue his complaint 
that exalts himself above God. God leaves the initiative with Job either to believe 
him or to continue to accuse him. 

 
Job's first reply to God 40:3-5 
 

Earlier in the book Job had hesitated to confront God (9:14). Gradually he 
became more confident and demanded an audience with God (13:22a). Still later, 
he spoke almost as God's equal, boasting that he would approach God as a prince 
(31:37). Now, having discovered his own "insignificance" (40:4), he had 
nothing more to say to God (40:5). God had humbled him. Job felt no need 
to speak more since he had repeated himself earlier (40:5; cf. 33:14). However, 
Job did not confess any sin. Therefore God proceeded to speak again. He, not 
Job, found it necessary to speak "even twice" (40:5). This second divine discourse 
is similar to, yet different from, the first. It began as the first one did with a 
challenge to Job (40:6-14; cf. 38:1-3), but it did not end with one (cf. 40:1-2). In 
the first speech Yahweh spoke of His inanimate creation and of His animate 
creation, specifically 10 animals. In the second speech He concentrated on only 
two creatures: Behemoth and Leviathan. 

 
God's questions and challenge 40:15-41:34 
 

God introduced this second challenge much the same as He did His first, out of 
the whirlwind, and with a demand that Job refute Him if he could. "Yahweh 
confronts Job with the major flaw in his accusations. In defending his own 
innocence so emphatically and lashing out so vehemently at God because of his 
suffering, Job has essentially charged God with acting unjustly. For a mortal to 
presume himself guiltless and to impugn God's just governance of the world 
approaches the sin of presumptuous pride. It is important to observe that 
Yahweh does not accuse Job of any specific sin, thereby agreeing that Job has 
lived a righteous life. Nevertheless, if the relationship between Himself and His 
servant is to be restored, Job's self-righteous attitude must be altered and his 
complaint against God's just governance of the world must be corrected. 

 
 

                                                                          (Adapted from “Notes on Job” by Thomas Constable) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

Self-examination is of unspeakable 
importance. The most useful 
knowledge of ourselves is not that 
which is physical, but that which is 
moral; not a knowledge of our 
worldly affairs, but of our spiritual 
condition. On the whole, the design 
of Scripture is to teach men that, 
having a due respect to the 
corruption, infirmity, and ignorance 
of human nature, we are to lay aside 
all confidence in ourselves, and are 
to labor continually after an 
unwavering and unsullied faith, 
which is the gift of God only, and 
to submit with reverence to God. 
 

     (Adapted from The Biblical Illustrator) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/15  Introduction to Job 
04/22  Heavenly Discussion Pt1     Job 1 
04/29  Heavenly Discussion Pt2     Job 1 
05/06  Suffering and Friends          Job 2 
05/13  Job's Complaint                   Job 3 
05/20  Suffer/Controversy P1    Job 4-31 
05/27  Suffer/Controversy P2    Job 4-31 
06/03  Elihu Speeches            Job 32-37 
06/10 God's Responses          Job 38-39 
06/17 Confess & Answers    Job 40-41 
06/24 Confession and Prayer      Job 42 
07/01  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
 

God's questions and challenge 40:15-41:34 (Cont.) 

 

God's purpose in directing Job's attention to such inexplicable animals on land (Behemoth) and in the water 
(Leviathan) seems to have been almost the same as His purpose in His first speech. He intended to humble 
Job by reminding him of his very limited power and wisdom, compared with God's, so Job would 
submit to His Lordship. Scholars disagree on the question of whether the Behemoth and Leviathan that the 
writer described here were real or mythological creatures. Some of the descriptions, if taken literally, could 
hardly refer to real animals that are alive today (e.g., 41:18-22). Nevertheless, this is poetic literature and these 
descriptions may be figurative, specifically: hyperbole (overstatement to emphasize one or more 
characteristics, similar to a caricature). Bible students have nominated several animals as Behemoth because of 
its description in 40:15-24. Some of these are the elephant, the extinct rhinoceros that had no horn, the extinct 
brontosaurus dinosaur, the water buffalo, and most popularly the hippopotamus. Many commentators hold 
this view. Perhaps both Behemoth and Leviathan refer to dinosaurs species, or perhaps other ancient animals 
that have now become extinct. 

 

Chapter 41 contains the longest and last description of an animal in the book. As such it is climactic. God first 
drew Job's attention to the fact that Leviathan was very hard for people to capture and use (verses 1-11). Since 
Job could not challenge Leviathan successfully, he should hardly expect to challenge its Creator successfully 
(verse 10). Job should not think that because he had a little wisdom and strength he could get the best of God 
in a contest. He could not even overcome the Leviathan, one of God's creatures. Verses 12-25 emphasize 
Leviathan's anatomy. The last section of this description (verses 26-34) emphasizes man's inability to capture 
Leviathan. 

 

One might conclude after reading these speeches of Yahweh that God is not very compassionate. He may 
seem more concerned about establishing His own glory than about Job's suffering. However, we need to 
remember that God could have said nothing. Furthermore, by directing Job's thinking as He did, God did 
what was best for Job, the truly loving thing. He did not just give him answers to specific questions but a 
vision of Himself that would transform Job's life forever after. God's words to Job may sound harsh, but He 
was simply responding to Job in the same vein as Job had been addressing Him (cf. 2 Sam. 22:26-27; Ps 18:25-
26). He did not do this to mock him but to make a forceful impression on him. The forcefulness of His words 
harmonizes with the forcefulness of His revelation and the forcefulness of His person. God wants us to 
understand Him as best we can within our finite human limitations. That is evidently why He spoke to Job, 
and that is why He preserved this record of His revelation in Scripture. That no summary challenge was 
needed at the end of the Lord's second speech is indicative that Job's second response (42:1-6) was a willing 
one in contrast to his initial reluctant reply (40:3-5).  

 
 

                                                                                                                      (Adapted from “Notes on Job” by Thomas Constable) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY CROSS-REFERENCE VERSES: 
 

• Contending with God (Isaiah 45:9; Romans 9:20-21; 1 Corinthians 1:20-25) 
• God’s power reveals man's sinfulness (Ps 51:4-6; Isa 6:1-5; Rom 10:3; Proverbs 15:33) 
• God's power should humble man (Prov 30:32; Ps 36:1-2; 1 Peter 5:5-6) 
• God's power manifested in His creations (Ps 104:24-30; Ps 8:4-8; Prov 6:6-8; Prov 30:3) 

 


