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 As Christians we are saved by faith, but we also live by faith. Faith is an integral 
part, an essential part, of our spiritual lives. In this lesson we see the important part 
faith plays in understanding and profiting from the trials and temptations that are 
common to everyone. No one likes trials and temptations. We would much prefer 
to live happy and serene lives, with never a care in the world. Yet if we did 
that, we would miss one of the greatest opportunities for spiritual growth and 
blessing. After all, what is the goal of the Christian life? Is it not to stand before God 
“perfect and entire, wanting nothing” (vs. 4)? How do we get to that point? James 
tells us we get there by weathering the trials and temptations of our Christian life. If 
we would rather avoid trials and temptations, even more do we fail to understand 
their nature. We are prone to ask, “Why me, Lord?  Why this, and why now?” God is 
more than willing to give us understanding, or wisdom. All we have to do is ask. 
When we ask, however, we must ask in faith. That is the crux of the matter. Faith is 
an elusive thing. We would like to think that we either have it or we do not have it. 
But that is not the case.  When we think we are firm in faith, we may find ourselves 
doubting. When we complain that we just cannot believe, we may be surprised to find 
ourselves resting on the rock of faith. That kind of faith, James says, accomplishes 
nothing. If we really want to gain the wisdom and understanding God offers, we 
must ask in unfailing confidence that He can and will give it to us for the asking. 
Earlier, James had said that the result of trials and temptations is to make the 
Christian complete. Now he adds the promise that the one who endures temptation 
will receive “the crown of life.” It is axiomatic that the one who stands before God 
complete will receive the crown of life. We understand that the crown of life is the 
eternal life that every believer will enjoy with God in heaven. That is a prize worth 
having, and it comes to the one who endures temptation. If we say that the crown of 
life comes to the one who endures temptation, dare we say that it comes only to the 
one who endures temptation? That may be saying too much, and yet experience 
teaches us that everyone is subject to temptation. The only alternative to enduring 
temptation is to yield to it, and that is sin. Sin, we know, leads to spiritual death. A 
major factor in enduring temptation is understanding its source. James tells us 
emphatically that it does not come from God. God is holy. He calls us to holiness. 
He has no interest in leading people to sin. Temptation, James says, arises out of our 
own desires. When we understand that, we can better withstand the temptation. 
Here, then, is the paradox of temptation in the Christian life: While God is not the 
author of temptation, He uses it to accomplish that spiritual completeness in 
the heart of the sincere believer (Rom. 8:28). The lesson this week brings home 
some very important truths. The Christian goes through trials with a divine purpose. 
The crown of life awaits him when he has finished the race. It is through those times 
of trials and temptations that God develops Christian character in each of us. With 
wisdom from God, we can endure even the most difficult of times. He has 
promised to stay with us to the very end.  
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Food for Thought 
 

Two Sides Of The Coin 
 

When you are tested from without  
Or tempted from within, Rely upon  
the Lord for strength To help you  
turn from sin. Satan tempts us to  

bring out the worst in us;  
God tests us to bring out the best. 

 

Consider it all joy, my brethren,  
when you encounter various trials,  
knowing that the testing of your  
faith produces endurance. And  
let endurance have its perfect 
result, so that you may be perfect  
and complete, lacking in nothing. 
                         (James 1:2-4 NASB) 
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Maturing in the Faith 
A Study in James 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 
07/08  Introduction to James 
07/15  Trials and Temptations    1:1-17 
07/22  Faith and God’s Word      1:18-27 
07/29  Faith and Impartiality          2:1-13 
08/05  Faith and Actions             2:14-17 
08/12  Saving Faith                     2:18-26 
08/19  Controlling our Tongues     3:1-12 

08/26  Faith and Wisdom            3:13-18 
09/02  Godly Behavior                   4:1-17 
09/09  Faith and Money                  5:1-6 
09/16  Patient Faith                       5:7-11 
09/23  Faith and Prayer               5:12-20 
09/30  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
THE VALUE OF FAITH IN TEMPTATION (JAMES 1:1-4) 

Faith helps us to have joy during trials because (vs 2) 
Trials are to purify  (Job 23:10) 
Trials are to influence obedience  (Ps 119:67) 
Trials are to aid in achieving eternal glory  (2 Cor 4:17) 
Trials are to be expected in this life  (1 Peter 4:12) 

Testing of faith strengthens (vs 3) 
Testing refines  (Ps 66:10) 
Testing proves faith genuine  (1 Peter 1:7) 
Testing aids in receiving God's inheritance  (Heb 11:8) 
Testing to know what's in the heart  (Deut 8:2) 

Enhances patience (vs 3) 
Patience to receive what has been promised  (Heb 
10:36) 
Patiently waiting on God  (Ps 40:1) 
Patience through God's Word  (Rom 15:4) 
Patience that should be pursued  (1 Tim 6:11) 

Faith aids in character development (vs 4) 
Character development as a goal  (Phil 3:12-14) 
Character development through God's Word  (2 Tim 
3:16-17) 
Character development through God's establishment  
(1 Peter 5:10) 
Character development through waiting on God  
(James 5:7-8) 

 
WISE FAITH IN TEMPTATION (JAMES 1:5-8) 

Need and promise of wisdom (vs 5) 
Wisdom that comes from the fear of the Lord  (Prov 
3:7-8) 
Wisdom to be obedient to God's Word  (Ps 119:34) 
Wisdom that comes from God  (Prov 2:6-7) 
Wisdom that keeps and preserves   (Prov 4:5-7) 
Wisdom that delivers  (Prov 28:26) 

Conditions for receiving wisdom  (vs 6) 
Receiving wisdom through belief  (Matt 21:22) 
Receiving wisdom through prayer  (1 Tim 2:8) 
Receiving wisdom through faith  (Heb 11:6) 
Receiving wisdom through steadfastness  (Heb 10:23) 
Receiving wisdom through asking with the right 
motives  (James 4:3) 

Role of doubt in faith (vs 7-8) 
Faith without doubt causes things to be moved  (Matt 
21:21-22) 
Whatever is not from faith is sin  (Rom 14:22-23) 
Doubt causes condemnation  (John 3:18) 
Doubt causes unbelief  (John 20:24-29) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THE REWARD OF FAITH IN TEMPTATION (JAMES 1:12) 

Endurance 
Endurance that displays that one is living worthy of 
the kingdom of God  (2 Thess 1:3-5) 
Endurance of hardships  (2 Tim 2:3) 
Endurance that is rewarded by reigning with Jesus  (2 
Tim 2:12) 
Endurance that proves one is a child of God  (Heb 
12:7-9) 
Endurance that is counted as being blessed (James 
5:11) 

Approval 
Approval for serving  (Rom 14:17-18) 
Approval through differences  (1 Cor 11:19) 
Approval through the commendation of God  (2 Cor 
10:18) 
Approval through the correct handling of  God's 
Word  (2 Tim 2:15) 

Crown of life 
Crown as a reward of being faithful  (Rev 2:10) 
Crown as a reward of persistently doing good  (Rom 
2:6-7) 
Crown that lasts forever  (1 Cor 9:24-25) 
Crown as a reward for finishing the race God has 
assigned  (2 Tim 4:6-8) 

 
THE SOURCE OF TEMPTATION (JAMES 1:13-17) 

Temptations do not come from God (vs 13) 
God cannot commit iniquity  (Job 34:10) 
God cannot be unjust  (Rom 3:5-6) 
God cannot be unrighteous or unfaithful  (Ps 119:137-
138) 
God is righteous in all His ways  (Ps 145:17) 

Temptations come from other sources (vs 14-15) 
Temptations from Satan (1 Cor 7:5) 
Temptations from own lust (Rom 6:12) 
Temptations from sin  (Col 3:5-6) 

God is a giver of only good and perfect things (vs 16-17) 
God gives good gifts  (Matt 7:11) 
God gives man everything man has  (John 3:27) 
Man cannot boast of having things because all he has 
was given to him  (1 Cor 4:7) 
Some of God's greatest gifts were mercy, grace and 
love  (Eph 2:4-6)  


