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 One of the primary results of the new birth is that miraculous change takes place in 
one's life. The basis for such a change is mentioned in the writings of men as they were 
guided by the Holy Spirit to produce God's Word. The Apostle Paul wrote of this truth a 
number of times. Godly behavior is impossible without a personal relationship with 
Christ. The apostle penned the following: "For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be (2 Cor. 5:21).  Being clothed in Christ's righteousness 
should result in godly behavior. The spiritual basis is there but sad to say, the converted 
individual does not always respond the way God intends him to. Because of what takes 
place in the new birth in the act of regeneration, the love of Christ within us and our love 
for Christ naturally give the desire to live for Him. For some, however, it is a 
tremendous spiritual battle to give up the things of the world. Believers in Christ 
should not live for themselves. Rather, they should live lives that glorify Him. 
Knowing the kind of life he should live and the constant battle he was experiencing to 
live that life, the Apostle Paul wrote, "O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with 
the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin" (Rom. 7:24-25). 
In this same vein, the apostle penned the following words: "I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Rom. 12:1-2). We must look upon 
the mind as the gateway to the body. What controls the mind will be manifested 
through the acts of the body. Godly behavior demands that the child of God not 
be conformed to this world. A transformation definitely takes place in the believer, for 
he separates from the world, which is the enemy of God. It is impossible to live a life of 
godly behavior and at the same time live a life that is entangled with the things of the 
world. We read in Luke, "No servant can serve two masters" (16:13).  
 

 Although the incarnate God is no longer here, godly people can still portray before 
the world what He is like. This is the method He has chosen to reveal Himself during 
this age. From culture to culture and age to age, those who have been redeemed by Jesus' 
blood are the only image of God their contemporaries will ever see. Bearing His image is 
thus our great privilege, but it also is a weighty responsibility. The world looks on and 
scoffs as it sees in the church not the image of God but the image of itself. It may require 
a drastic remedy, but the godly testimony of the church can be restored. Christians in 
conflict project a false image of Christ to people who are lost. We become embroiled in 
conflict when we become motivated by the selfish lusts of the world. We need to 
separate ourselves from the world and turn to God. Turning to God involves 
submitting to Him, resisting the devil, drawing near to God through prayer, 
cleaning up our lives, being truly sorry for sin, and humbling ourselves before 
God. Avoiding conflict also involves restricting judgmental speech against our brothers 
in Christ. Pray that we will learn and practice a greater determination to pursue holy lives. 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

An Exercise In Godliness 
 

Love is godliness in action. 
That I may love Him is my soul’s  
ambition— Love Him with all my  

mind and strength and heart,  
Seek out His will and choose it,  

in submission, And with the  
joy He only can impart. 

 

 

For bodily exercise profits a little, 
but godliness is profitable for all 
things, having promise of the life  
that now is and of that which is to 
come.             (Prov 2:6 NKJV) 
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Maturing in the Faith 
A Study in James 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 
07/08  Introduction to James 
07/15  Trials and Temptations       1:1-17 
07/22  Faith and God’s Word      1:18-27 
07/29  Faith and Impartiality          2:1-13 
08/05  Faith and Actions             2:14-17 
08/12  Saving Faith                     2:18-26 
08/19  Controlling our Tongues     3:1-12 

08/26  Faith and Wisdom            3:13-18 
09/02  Godly Behavior                4:1-17 
09/09  Faith and Money                  5:1-6 
09/16  Patient Faith                       5:7-11 
09/23  Faith and Prayer               5:12-20 
09/30  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
HINDRANCES TO GODLY BEHAVIOR (JAMES 4:1-6) 

Hindrance of lustful desires (1-3) 
Lustful desires choke God's word in me and makes me 
unfruitful (Mark 4:19) 
Lustful desires sometime degrade my body (Rom 1:24) 
Lustful desires lead to offering my body as an instrument of 
wickedness (Rom 6:12-13) 
Lustful desires lead to following the ways of this world (Eph 
2:1-3) 
Lustful desires belongs to my earthly/sinful nature (Col 3:5) 

Hindrance of friendship with the world (4) 
Friendship that seeks the love of the world (John 15:19) 
Friendship that comes from the lust of the eye, lust of the 
flesh and the pride of life (1 John 2:15-17) 
Friendship that causes my mind to be set on what my sinful 
nature desires (Rom 8:5-6) 
Friendship that tries to win the approval of man, not God 
(Gal 1:10) 
Friendship that conforms to the pattern of this world (Rom 
12:2) 
Friendship that has nothing in common with righteousness (2 
Cor 6:14-15) 
Friendship that is based on the principles of this world (Col 
2:20) 

Hindrance of pride (5-6) 
Pride that goes before destruction (Prov 16:18) 
Pride of arrogance (Isa 2:11) 
Pride of a false sense of power (Dan 4:28-34) 
Pride of false wisdom (Ezek 28:6-8) 
Pride that makes one think more highly of himself than he 
ought (Rom 12:3) 
Pride that keeps one from seeking God (Ps 10:4) 
Pride makes one a fool (Prov 26:12) 

 
 
 
 

EXHORTATIONS TO GODLY BEHAVIOR (JAMES 4:7-12) 
Exhortation to submit to God (7) 

Submit to God so that there can be life and peace (Rom 8:5-7) 
Submit to God because someday all will confess and know 
Jesus is Lord (Rom 14:11-12) 
Submit to God out of reverence (Eph 5:21) 
Submit to God with all my soul and spirit (Heb 12:9) 
Respect and submit to God because He is mighty (1 Peter 5:6) 
Respect and submit to God because it pleases Him (2 Cor 
7:15) 

Exhortation for purity (8) 
Purity that comes from being a child of God (Phil 2:14-15) 
Purity that we should think about constantly (Phil 4:8) 
Purity that leads us to help others (James 1:27) 
Purity that comes from the hope and trust in God (1 John 3:3) 
Purity that comes from obedience (1 Peter 1:22) 
Purity that should set an example through godly speech, life, 
and love (1 Tim 4:12) 
Purity that is obtained by fixing our eyes on Jesus (Ps 119:9-
10) 

 
 
 

 
Exhortation for humbleness (9-10) 

Humbleness is a requirement of God (Mic 6:8) 
Humbleness leads to the enjoyment of the presence of God 
(Isa 57:15) 
Humbleness means to be submissive to God and those in 
authority over me (1 Peter 5:5) 
Saints should live with humility (Eph 4:2) 
Humbleness keeps man content with what he has (Prov 12:9) 
Humbleness is rewarded in heaven (Matt 18:4) 
Humbleness is like being a child in God's eyes (Luke 9:48) 
We should take the example of Jesus and submit ourselves to 
humbleness (Phil 2:5-7) 

Exhortation to not judge (11-12) 
Do not judge because judging condemns us (Rom 2:1-3) 
Do not judge because everyone is under God's rule and 
judgment (Rom 14:4) 
Do not judge because everyone will eventually be judged by 
God (Rom 14:10) 
Do not judge because there is an appointed time for judgment 
(1 Cor 4:5) 
Do not judge because everyone has stumbled (James 3:2) 
Do not judge, instead try to restore (Gal 6:1) 

 
 
 
 

GODLY BEHAVIOR REQUIRES THE ATTITUDE OF ACCEPTING 
GOD'S WILL (JAMES 4:13-17) 

Accepting God's will means never presuming (13-14) 
Never presuming about tomorrow  (Prov 27:1) 
Never presuming about plans in the future  (Luke 12:16-20) 
Never presuming about my own strength  (Ps 10:6) 
Never presuming about my knowledge  (Eccl 10:14) 
Never presuming what is going to happen  (Lam 3:37) 
Never presuming about my righteousness  (Prov 16:1-3) 
Never presuming that my plans will succeed  (Prov 16:9) 

Accepting God's will means submitting to God's control (15-16) 
Submitting to God by trusting in Him  (Ps 37:5) 
Submitting to God by seeking His kingdom first  (Matt 6:33) 
Submitting to God by casting all my worries on Him  (1 Peter 
5:7) 
Submitting to God by acknowledging Him as having all 
wisdom and knowledge  (Prov 3:5-6) 

Accepting God's will means not yielding to sins of omission (17) 
Omission by not preparing correctly  (Luke 12:47) 
Omission by knowing but not doing  (John 9:41) 
Omission by having the truth available to me and not using it  
(John 15:22) 
Omission by trying to make excuses for not doing  (Rom 1:20) 
Omission by knowing the Word, but not doing it  (James 1:22
-24) 

 


