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 James’ theme in this section is easy to discern, because he repeats certain words or 
concepts. He commands (5:7), “Be patient” and then illustrates it with the patient farmer 
(5:7). Again, he commands (5:8), “You too be patient.” In 5:10, he mentions again the 
patience of the prophets, who suffered for speaking in the name of the Lord. Coupled 
with patience is “endurance,” which he mentions twice in connection with Job’s 
sufferings (5:11). Another theme is the near coming of the Lord. He mentions it in verses 
7, 8, and 9. The overall context has to do with the righteous who are suffering, not due to 
any fault of their own (5:6, 10, 11). The righteous must keep doing the will of God, 
waiting for Him to come and judge the wicked and reward the righteous. While 
they wait, they must cultivate this godly virtue of patience.  Verses 5:7-8 teach us 
four things about patience: (1) Patience requires repeated exhortations and efforts, (2) 
Patience requires trust in the Lord’s promise of His coming, (3) Patience requires dealing 
with your heart before God, and (4) Patience requires seeing what God is doing over the 
long haul and working diligently, while trusting Him for results. The theme of patiently 
enduring trials runs throughout the Bible. The author of Hebrews states (10:36), “For 
you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may 
receive what was promised.” He repeatedly exhorts us to hold fast our confession of 
faith (3:6,14; 10:23). He wants us to be “imitators of those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises” (6:12). Of Abraham, he stated (6:15), “And so, having 
patiently waited, he inherited the promise.” Hebrews 11 is filled with examples of those 
who by faith endured hardship and suffering. James points us to the Old Testament 
prophets (5:10), There are three lessons: (1) The Old Testament is given for our 
instruction—read it, (2) Church history is given for our instruction—read it, and (3) 
Serving the Lord does not give us an exemption from trials, especially from the religious 
crowd. Considering Job, there are five lessons we can only touch on: (1) God’s blessing is 
on those who endure, not on those who bail out, (2) Endurance does not imply 
perfection, but it does require submission, (3) The submission required for endurance is 
bound up with a firm belief in God’s sovereignty over all things, (4) God’s sovereignty 
over all things implies that He has a purpose that He is accomplishing, and (5) No matter 
how difficult our trials, we must never doubt God’s goodness or love in His sovereign 
purpose. 
 

 If you think that you’re patient, consider this story. During the late 1500’s, Dr. 
Thomas Cooper edited a learned dictionary with the addition of 33,000 words, and many 
other improvements. He had already been eight years in collecting materials for his 
edition when his wife, who was a rather difficult woman to live with, went into his study 
one day while he was gone and burned all of his notes. She said that she feared he would 
kill himself with study! The doctor returned home, saw the destruction, and asked who 
had done it. His wife boldly asserted that it was the work of her hands. The patient man 
heaved a deep sigh and said, “Oh, Dinah, Dinah, thou hast given a world of trouble!” 
Then he quietly sat down to another eight years of hard labor, to replace the notes that 
she had destroyed (Encyclopedia of 7,700 Illustrations, by Paul Tan [Assurance 
Publishers], #2350). Okay, maybe he shouldn’t have sighed! But we’ve got a long ways to 
go to be as patient as he was!  
                                                                     (Adapted from "Sermons on James" By Steven J. Cole)  
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Patience To Be Patient  
 

God seldom does great things in a 
Hurry. God, who is timeless, 
requires of us a mature faith that 
may involve delays that seem like 
trials. Patience is one sign of that 
maturity, a quality that can develop 
only through the passing of time.  
 

 

Those who wait on the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, they shall run and not 
be weary, they shall walk and not faint.      
                       (Isaiah 40:31 NKJV) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 
07/08  Introduction to James 
07/15  Trials and Temptations       1:1-17 
07/22  Faith and God’s Word      1:18-27 
07/29  Faith and Impartiality          2:1-13 
08/05  Faith and Actions             2:14-17 
08/12  Saving Faith                     2:18-26 
08/19  Controlling our Tongues     3:1-12 

08/26  Faith and Wisdom            3:13-18 
09/02  Godly Behavior                   4:1-17 
09/09  Faith and Money                  5:1-6 
09/16  Patient Faith                     5:7-11 
09/23  Faith and Prayer               5:12-20 
09/30  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
 

Faith teaches us to be patient (7) 
Patient hope (Rom 8:24-25) 

24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?  
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. 

Patient rest in God (Ps 37:7-9) 
Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, Because of the 
man who brings wicked schemes to pass. 8 Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; Do not fret — it only causes 
harm. 9 For evildoers shall be cut off; But those who wait on the Lord, They shall inherit the earth. 

Patiently waiting for God (Ps 40:1) 
40 I waited patiently for the Lord; And He inclined to me, And heard my cry. 

Patience learned from Scriptures (Rom 15:4) 
4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures might have hope. 

 
 

Faith requires the establishment of the heart (8) 
Establishment through strengthening of our hearts (Ps 27:14) 

14 Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord! 
Establishment through boldness of the soul (Ps 138:3) 

3 In the day when I cried out, You answered me, And made me bold with strength in my soul. 
Establishment through renewed strength (Isa 40:31) 

31 But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They 
shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint. 

Establishment through inner might from the Holy Spirit (Eph 3:16) 
16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit 
in the inner man, 

 
Faith teaches us to not grumble (9) 

Teaches us to not provoke one another (Gal 5:26) 
26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 

Teaches us to not speak evil of others (James 4:11) 
11 Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil 
of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 

Teaches us to be hospitable (1 Peter 4:9) 
9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 

 
Faith helps us to endure suffering (10-11) 

Enduring suffering brings blessings from God (Matt 5:10-12) 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed 
are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.  12 Rejoice and 
be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Enduring suffering strengthens (2 Cor 12:10) 
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

Enduring suffering results in a crown of life (James 1:12) 
12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life 
which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 

Enduring suffering is commendable (1 Peter 2:19) 
19 For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 

Enduring suffering should be rejoiced (1 Peter 4:13) 
13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be 
glad with exceeding joy.  


