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 As we conclude this short series on the Book of James, There is but one question to ask: 
“Is your religion real?” That is, is your religion genuine? Will it save you? That is what the 
Book of James is about. It is addressed to a group of people (the Jews) who were very 
religious, but their words were often more pious than their works (hypocrisy). The malady is 
common among professing Christians today. Paul warned us about the appearance of 
religious faith without the reality of it: 

1 But understand this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For people will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, 
unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, savage, opposed to what is good, 4 
treacherous, reckless, conceited, loving pleasure rather than loving God. 5 They will maintain 
the outward appearance of religion but will have repudiated its power. So avoid 
people like these (2 Timothy 3:1-5, emphasis mine). 

The question to ask is do you truly possess that which you profess? I am not seeking to 
create doubt in the minds of those who truly believe, but I do wish to challenge the false 
confidence of anyone who may never have come to faith in Christ for salvation. They make a 
profession of faith, but James gives us a test as to the reality of that profession in their 
practice. If James has caused you to see that your profession of faith is empty, then cling to 
Christ and His work on the cross for your salvation. Trust in Him for the forgiveness of your 
sins and the assurance of eternal life.    
                                         (Adapted from "Real Religion Requires Endurance" by Bob Deffinbaugh) 
 
 

 The Christian life is to be lived in every phase and circumstance of life. Never are we to 
view it as a mere profession that makes us feel good but has no substance. The content of 
faith fixed upon Jesus Christ anchors us in the storms of life and carries us through the most 
rugged of seas. "Endurance" describes that quality that keeps you pressing forward in 
dependence upon the Lord. Paul glories in tribulations because the exercise of faith in such 
times produces endurance: "And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing 
that tribulation brings about perseverance [same Greek term as used by James]; and 
perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; and hope does not disappoint, 
because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 
was given to us" (Rom. 5:3-5). We must prize the development of endurance because it is the 
"stuff" necessary to carry us through life. What is the goal of endurance: "so that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing." The word "perfect" carries certain connotations 
with us that almost immediately drive us away from considering it. But James uses it in the 
Old Testament concept of "a right relationship to God expressed in undivided 
obedience and unblemished life" [Rienecker, The Linguistic Key to the Greek NT, 721]. It 
points to spiritual maturity. Here is what James has in mind. As the believer faces the 
adversities of life, he finds that the deposit of faith in his life gets purified. All of the clinging 
to the world, to self, to the temporal begins to lose its grip on our lives. Our focus turns to 
Christ and his sufficiency. We find him to be our all in all. We discover the glory of the hope 
that is ours in Christ. This in turn affects both our character and moral practice. We take 
measures to purify our lives of sin, to lay aside the encumbrances to our spiritual 
development (I John 3:3; Heb. 12:1).  How are you responding to the crucible of trials in 
which you may find yourself? Are you shaking your fist at God? Are you blaming everyone 
about you for ruining your life? Or are you letting endurance have its perfect result? We 
cannot look at our trials with the same eyes in light of this text. God grant that we might look 
to Christ in life's tests.                      (Adapted from "The Path to Maturity" by Phil Newton)  
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Christ-Centered Faith 
 

With faith in Christ we walk each 
day, Accepting all that comes our 

way; So let us view each task  
at hand As being His divine 

command. True faith needs no 
feelings to rest upon. 

 

As you therefore have received 
Christ  Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
Him,              (Col 2:6 NASB) 
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07/22  Faith and God’s Word      1:18-27 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

Lesson 01: Introduction To  The Study Of James 
True faith shows itself in practical, godly living. He develops 
several themes: endurance through trials; the dangers of 
riches and encouragement to the poor; the law and love; faith 
and works; the coming of the Lord; and, humility. But his 
main point is that true biblical faith works. James is giving a 
series of tests by which one may determine whether his faith 
is genuine or false 
 

Lesson 02: Trials and Temptations - James 1:1-17 
We would much prefer to live happy and serene lives, with 
never a care in the world. Yet if we did that, we would miss 
one of the greatest opportunities for spiritual growth and 
blessing. While God is not the author of temptation, He uses 
it to accomplish that spiritual completeness in the heart of 
the sincere believer 
 

Lesson 03: Faith and God’s Word - James 1:18-27 
The Word of God exposes all of our sins, all of our 
weaknesses, all of our needs. If we are to be doers of the 
Word and not just hearers, then we must do something about 
those sins that our study of the Word reveals. To study the 
Word of God without applying it is useless and foolish. 
When we study God’s Word and heed it, then we are blessed 
in what we do. If we do not apply the Word in our deeds, we 
miss much of God’s blessing. 
 

Lesson 04: Faith and Impartiality - James 2:1-13 
The Bible stands firmly against discrimination and prejudicial 
mistreatment of others for any reason. The royal law that 
James wrote of is foundational to the unity of the church. 
When believers consider the needs of brothers and sisters in 
Christ to be more important than their own, a sweet spirit of 
Christian love is the result. 
 

Lesson 05: Faith and Actions - James 2:14-17 
How can religious faith be measured? Can we determine 
whether a person has faith simply by asking him? The book 
of James offers a very simple but effective way to measure 
faith: action. To profess faith is one thing; to possess faith is 
another. James says it is not enough to receive the Word and 
cherish it in our hearts. We need it to direct the work of our 
hands. 
 

Lesson 06: Saving Faith - James 2:18-26 
Genuine saving faith necessarily trusts in Jesus both as Savior 
and Lord. James is not disputing that we are saved by faith 
alone. Rather, he is dealing with the question, what is true 
saving faith? James and Paul both teach that salvation is by 
God’s grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. And 
both James and Paul teach that genuine faith results in good 
works. 
 

Lesson 07: Faith and Controlling Our Tongue - James 
3:1-12 
Each day we have an opportunity to glorify Christ with our 
tongues or give victory to the devil. It is very important to be  

 

wise in what we say. This is especially true of the Lord's 
people. The child of God has the Holy Spirit dwelling within 
him. If anyone should have control over what he says, it 
should be the person who is saved and is therefore a new 
creation. There is really no excuse for a Christian to cause 
damage between others and himself with the words he 
speaks. 
 

Lesson 08: Faith and Wisdom - James 3:13-18 
The spiritual wisdom we get from our heavenly Father is 
always true and always applies. This kind of wisdom gets us 
through rough spots in our Christian walk, especially as it 
teaches us to control the tongue and curtail selfish ambition. 
Spiritual wisdom is what each of us desperately needs 
because it prepares us for eternity. True wisdom is found in 
those closely associated with the source of all  wisdom, God 
alone. 
 

Lesson 09: Godly Behavior - James 4:1-17 
Godly behavior is impossible without a personal relationship 
with Christ. What controls the mind will be manifested 
through the acts of the body. Godly behavior demands that 
the child of God not be conformed to this world. We need to 
separate ourselves from the world and turn to God. Turning 
to God involves submitting to Him, resisting the devil, 
drawing near to God through prayer, cleaning up our lives, 
being truly sorry for sin, and humbling ourselves before God. 
 

Lesson 10: Faith and Money - James 5:1-6 
The Bible does not teach that money itself is evil, but rather 
that it is extremely dangerous when it falls into the hands of 
those who are prone to sin. When combined with the fallen, 
greedy, selfish human heart, money can quickly corrupt. This 
life is not final. If you trust in the Lord, then you will be a 
good steward of the money and possessions that He entrusts 
to you. He owns it all; we must give an account to Him of 
how we used it. 
 

Lesson 11: Patient Faith - James 5:7-11 
The righteous must keep doing the will of God, waiting for 
Him to come and judge the wicked and reward the righteous. 
While they wait, they must cultivate this godly virtue of 
patience. The lesson taught us four things about patience: (1) 
Patience requires repeated exhortations and efforts, (2) 
Patience requires trust in the Lord’s promise of His coming, 
(3) Patience requires dealing with your heart before God, and 
(4) Patience requires seeing what God is doing over the long 
haul and working diligently, while trusting Him for results. 
 

Lesson 12: Faith and Prayer - James 5:12-20 
We should understand that our faith isn’t to be in the power 
of prayer or in anointing, but in our powerful Lord. The 
prayers of a righteous person are powerful and effective 
because God responds to that kind of faith.  


