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 Genuine Christian commitment by its very nature is visible and made 
available to God (1 Pet. 3:15). When Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, he described how 
their commitment to Christ was visible. They exhibited the triad of Christian virtues 
—faith, love, and hope—in their lives. God's power was evident in their response to 
the preaching of the gospel. They became followers of Paul and of the Christ even while 
experiencing persecution for their faith. There was no holding them back as they became 
a model church for all Christians throughout Greece. A dramatic change had taken place 
in the lives of these Thessalonian believers. They had turned completely from pagan 
idolatry to the worship of the only true God. Also, they modeled the Christian's 
expectation of Christ's return by actively waiting for it. Christians need true examples of 
what it means to be committed to Jesus Christ. The Thessalonian church provides 
Christians today with a praiseworthy model. It is thought that Paul wrote this first letter 
to believers at Thessalonica after founding the church there and moving on to Berea, 
Athens, and Corinth (Acts 17:1-18:1). It was during his second missionary journey. 
Mistreating Jason and other new believers at Thessalonica, opposing Jews had caused 
Paul and Silas to flee to Berea (17:5-10). Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica from 
Athens to establish these new converts in their faith amid persecution. Timothy came 
back with a good report (1 Thess. 3:1-8). As this lesson text is studied and taught, keep in 
mind the spiritual progression provided. The work of faith refers to turning away from 
idols to the worship and service of God. This leads to a life of laboring for Him out of 
love. It also develops patience and hopeful anticipation of the second coming of Jesus 
from heaven to earth. See how this theme is repeated by Paul in Titus 2:11-13.  
                                                               (Adapted the Bible Expositor and Illuminator)  
 
 Thessalonica was a prosperous port and center of trade in the region of Macedonia, 
the northern part of the Greek peninsula. Like most cities of its kind, it was filled with all 
kinds of people and all kinds of beliefs. Economically there was a wide gap between the 
rich merchants and poor laborers. Socially there was powerful pressure to conform to 
established standards. Religiously there were many followers of pagan cults, some 
encouraging grossly immoral practices, but also a notable number of faithful Jewish 
worshipers of the God of Israel. When Paul first visited the city, on what we call his 
second missionary journey (Acts 17:1–10), his preaching there led many to believe in 
Jesus. But it also provoked persecution, and Paul was forced to leave after only a short 
time. The new believers were left alone to face the pressures of their environment. 
Would they persist in their new faith or go back to their old lives? When he was able, 
Paul sent his assistant Timothy to visit the Thessalonian Christians and report back (1 
Thessalonians 3:1–5). Timothy’s visit confirmed that the new believers were faithful and 
growing. Though not without problems, the church was demonstrating its faith through 
action (vv. 6–8). Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians probably just a few months after leaving the 
city and soon after receiving Timothy’s report. He begins with a thankful celebration of 
the Thessalonians’ transforming faith. Far from succumbing to the pressures of their 
culture, they have become examples to believers in their region and beyond. Through the 
centuries, their example continues to speak to us today.  
                                                           (Adapted the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
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Called 
 
 

In gladness I go forth each day 
Expectantly to serve and claim 

The happiness that service gives 
When freely rendered in God’s 
name God uses ordinary people 

to do extraordinary work  
 

 

 

Having then gifts differing according 
to the grace that is given to us, let us 
use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy 
in proportion to our faith;                     
                      (Rom 12:6 NASB) 
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Christian Commitment 
A Study in 1 Thessalonians 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 
10/21  Introduction to 1 Thess 
10/28  Being Available                1:1-10 
11/04  Being Pleasing to God       2:1-12 
11/11  Living God’s Word            2:13-20 
11/18  Sustained Faith                  3:1-13 
11/25  Godly Life                           4:1-12 
12/02  Love and Hope                 4:13-18 
12/09  Plan of Salvation                5:1-11 
12/16  Call to Commitment          5:12-28 
12/23  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
AVAILABLE BECAUSE OF A TRANSFORMED LIFESTYLE (1 
THESS 1:1-6) 

Transformed Lifestyle through a work of faith 
The work of faith is to believe in Jesus (John 6:28-29) 
The work of faith should be done with all our strength 
and abilities  (1 Cor 15:58) 
The work of faith expresses itself through love  (Gal 5:6) 
Genuine faith is accompanied by actions  (James 2:17) 
The work of faith results in being credited as 
righteousness  (Rom 4:4-5) 

Transformed Lifestyle through a labor of love 
Labor of love because without love there is nothing (1 
Cor 13:1-3) 
Labor of love because God commands us to pursue it (1 
Tim 6:11) 
Labor of love because God knows our deeds (Rev 2:19) 
Labor of love is the only thing that counts in the 
Kingdom of God (Gal 5:6) 
Labor of love comes from a pure heart and good 
conscience (1 Tim 1:5) 
Labor of love prompts us to do good works (Heb 10:24) 
Labor of love means that we love God (1 John 4:21) 

Transformed Lifestyle through the patience of hope 
Hope that anchors the soul (Heb 6:18-20) 
Hope that should be held unswervingly (Heb 10:23) 
Hope in the glory of God (Rom 5:2) 
Hope that will not disappoint (Rom 5:5) 
Hope found in the Scriptures (Rom 15:4) 
Hope that makes us bold (2 Cor 3:10-12) 
Hope into which we are called (Eph 4:4) 
Hope of eternal life (Titus 3:7) 

 
AVAILABLE BECAUSE OF A TRANSFORMED REPUTATION 
(1 THESS 1:7-9) 

Transformed Reputation by being an example 
An example of godly speech, life, love and purity (1 Tim 
4:12) 
An example of following Jesus  (1 Cor 11:1) 
An example of God's patience and grace  (1 Tim 1:16) 
An example by doing good  (Titus 2:7-8) 
An example of perseverance in trials and persecutions  
(2 Thess 1:4) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Transformed Reputation by being a witness 

Witness through the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8) 
Witness by using God's word (Rom 10:17-18) 
Witness to others through teaching (2 Tim 2:2) 
Witness starting at home (Luke 8:39) 
Witness about what God has done for us (Ps 66:16) 

Transformed Reputation by turning from idolatry 
Turning from  idolatry by fleeing from it (1 Cor 10:14) 
Turning from  idolatry by putting to death what belongs 
to the earthly nature (Col 3:5) 
Turning from  idolatry by being separated from it (2 Cor 
6:16-17) 
Turning from  idolatry by keeping oneself from idols (1 
John 5:21) 
Turning from  idolatry by trusting in God instead (Ps 
31:6) 

 
AVAILABLE BECAUSE OF A TRANSFORMED FUTURE (1 
THESS 1:10) 

A transformed future in heaven 
A heaven where the former things will be gone (Isa 
65:17-18) 
A heaven that will endure (Isa 66:22-23) 
A heaven that will be the home of the righteous (2 Peter 
3:13) 
A heaven where better things stored up for us (Ps 31:19) 
A heaven where hope is stored (Col 1:5) 
A heaven where a living hope of the inheritance is 
waiting for us (1 Peter 1:3-4) 

A transformed future of the resurrection 
A resurrection that is based on Scripture (1 Cor 15:3-4) 
A resurrection through being united with Jesus (Rom 
6:5) 
A resurrection taught through preaching (1 Cor 15:12-
14) 
A resurrection symbolized through baptism (1 Peter 3:17
-21) 

A transformed future of deliverance 
Deliverance through being hidden in God (Ps 32:7) 
Deliverance through God's faithfulness (2 Cor 1:10) 
Deliverance through a living hope (1 Peter 1:3) 
Deliverance in a time that has been appointed by God 
(Dan 11:35) 

 


