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 In the Roman Empire in Paul’s time, traveling religious teachers were very 
common. They were also notorious for operating unscrupulously. Many would slip 
into a city, work their way into the confidence of the wealthy, live sumptuously at the 
expense of their students, and then quietly slip out of town when people began to 
question the value of their teaching and the integrity of their lives. When Paul wrote 
to the Thessalonian Christians, he realized that his own actions might appear to fit 
that stereotype. He had come to Thessalonica as a traveling religious teacher. He had 
spent a short period of time in the city before leaving suddenly when trouble arose 
(Acts 17:1–10). Since then, he had not returned. Certainly the Thessalonian Christians 
had to wonder whether they had been persuaded to adopt their new faith by a man 
who cared more about “making the sale” than telling the truth. To set their minds at 
ease, Paul reminded the Thessalonian Christians how he lived when he was among 
them. Every aspect of his behavior expressed deep integrity. Paul was committed to 
pleasing the God who had saved him, so he lived in a way that reflected the 
character of God as revealed in the gospel of Jesus Christ. His life was very different 
from those of the stereotypical religious teacher. It was probably very different from 
the life of anyone the Thessalonians had known before! Now they themselves were 
becoming like Paul, committed to pleasing God with lives that reflect the good news. 
 
 The standard of a new life was to be worthy of God. In a very obvious sense, this 
is impossible, of course. No sinful human can ever be worthy of the holy God. But 
Paul here and elsewhere calls on Christians to live or walk in a manner worthy of 
God and the gospel (Ephesians 4:1; Colossians 1:10). His point is to urge 
Christians to conform their lives to the character of God as revealed in the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. When we know God as the God who entered the world as a human 
being to die for unworthy, rebellious sinners, we are compelled to submit to his 
authority and become conformed to his image. We want to grow in Christlikeness in 
response to the wonderful gift we have received.  
 
 In recent years Christianity has been plagued with scandals. The media have 
repeatedly drawn attention to prominent Christians whose lives have not matched 
their words. Beyond those notable cases, many of us have been personally 
disappointed by Christians who have professed one thing and lived another. Worst of 
all, sometimes the Christians who disappoint us are ourselves. This passage reminds 
us that such failure is not inevitable. It is not even normal. When the gospel takes 
hold in a life, as it did in Paul’s life, the person is forever changed. Our focus is taken 
off of ourselves and placed on the God who saved us with his amazing grace. We 
center our lives on reflecting his sacrifice in Christ in the way that we live with 
humility and love for others. Lives like that show us that the gospel is more than a 
good sales pitch. It is “the power of God for … salvation” (Romans 1:16), a salvation 
that we can see in transformed lives.  
                                                           (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
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Food for Thought 

 
 
 

Pleasing God 
 
 
 

Look not to the people around 
you, Nor wait for their laurels of 

praise; Enough that the Savior has 
found you And calls you to serve 

all your days. The deeds God 
finds pleasing are those  
done in service for Him.   

 

 

Therefore we make it our aim,  
whether present or absent,  
to be well pleasing to Him. 
                   (2 Cor 5:9 NASB) 
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Christian Commitment 
A Study in 1 Thessalonians 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 
10/21  Introduction to 1 Thess 
10/28  Being Available                  1:1-10 
11/04  Being Pleasing to God     2:1-12 
11/11  Living God’s Word            2:13-20 
11/18  Sustained Faith                  3:1-13 
11/25  Godly Life                           4:1-12 
12/02  Love and Hope                 4:13-18 
12/09  Plan of Salvation                5:1-11 
12/16  Call to Commitment          5:12-28 
12/23  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 

Godly Bold Speech (Acts 4:23-31) (2) 
23 And being let go, they went to their own 
companions and reported all that the chief priests and 
elders had said to them. 24 So when they heard that, 
they raised their voice to God with one accord and 
said: "Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth 
and the sea, and all that is in them, 25 who by the 
mouth of Your servant David have said: 'Why did the 
nations rage, And the people plot vain things? 26 The 
kings of the earth took their stand, And the rulers 
were gathered together Against the Lord and against 
His Christ.' 27 "For truly against Your holy Servant 
Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were 
gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand and 
Your purpose determined before to be done. 29 Now, 
Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants 
that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 
by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and 
wonders may be done through the name of Your holy 
Servant Jesus." 31 And when they had prayed, the 
place where they were assembled together was shaken; 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they 
spoke the word of God with boldness.  

 

Entrusted Servant (1 Cor 4:1-2) (4) 
4 Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it is 
required in stewards that one be found faithful.  

 

Pleasing God (2 Cor 5:9-10) (4) 
9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or 
absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each 
one may receive the things done in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad 

 

God Tested Heart (Ps 26:2) (4) 
2 Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; Try my mind 
and my heart.  

 

God Tested Heart (Ps 139:23-24) (4) 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, 
and know my anxieties; 24 And see if there is any 
wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting.  

 

No Flattery (Prov 28:23) (5) 
23 He who rebukes a man will find more favor 
afterward Than he who flatters with the tongue.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
No Deceit (2 Peter 2:18) (5) 

18 For when they speak great swelling words of 
emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, 
through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped 
from those who live in error.  

 

Giving God the Glory (Prov 25:27) (6) 
27 It is not good to eat much honey; So to seek one's 
own glory is not glory.  

 

Giving God the Glory (John 7:18) (6) 
18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; 
but He who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him 
is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him.  

 

Gentleness (Matt 11:29) (7) 
29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 
am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.  

 

Gentleness (2 Tim 2:24) (7) 
24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be 
gentle to all, able to teach, patient,  

 

Caring (Phil 2:19-21) (8) 
19 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to 
you shortly, that I also may be encouraged when I 
know your state. 20 For I have no one like-minded, 
who will sincerely care for your state. 21 For all seek 
their own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus.  

 

Labor of Love (Titus 3:14) (9) 
14 And let our people also learn to maintain good 
works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be 
unfruitful.  

 

Labor of Love (Rev 2:3) (9) 
3 and you have persevered and have patience, and 
have labored for My name's sake and have not become 
weary.  

 

Blamelessness (Titus 2:6-8) (10) 
6 Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, 
7 in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good 
works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, 
incorruptibility,  8 sound speech that cannot be 
condemned, that one who is an opponent may be 
ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.  

 

Walking Worthy (Eph 4:1-3) (12) 
4 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to 
walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 
2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 
bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  


