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 The slick, smooth, manipulative rhetoric of the religious hucksters attracted men to them 
and to their persuasive powers. Paul rejected such verbal gimmickry and proclaimed the good 
news in simple and straightforward terms. When the Holy Spirit empowered and 
authenticated the gospel message, the Thessalonians received it as the Word of God, 
and not merely the words of men. Because of how Paul and his colleagues lived and 
preached, the Thessalonians recognized their words as God’s Word. Their motives and 
methods drew men’s attention to God and to His Word, rather than to them. That was the 
way it was supposed to be for they were stewards of the gospel, entrusted with it, and 
commissioned to declare it plainly to men. Because of the motives and methods of the 
messengers, the Thessalonians became imitators not only of Paul and his associates, but also 
of the churches of Judea. The message Paul preached was the same message that was 
proclaimed in Judea. And when people believed God’s Word and it worked powerfully in 
them, they responded in the same way. The Jewish believers in Judea embraced the gospel as 
the Word of God, and they were persecuted by their (unbelieving Jewish) brethren for doing 
so. Nevertheless, they joyfully suffered for their faith in Jesus (see Acts 5:41-42). Now, the 
Thessalonians hear the same gospel, and they likewise believe it as the Word of God. Like 
their Jewish brethren, they are persecuted by their (Gentile) countrymen for their faith, and 
they joyfully endure it. Paul was very clear in stating that his message and methods of 
communicating it were honest and straightforward. Deceptive methods are inconsistent with 
the gospel message. That is what Paul is saying. He is saying even more than that. Paul is 
saying that it is deceitful to proclaim the truth and yet fail to live it. There must be a 
consistency of lifestyle, message, and methods. Not only is this necessary because we are 
stewards of the gospel and because we must seek to please God and not men, it is necessary 
because those who come to faith in Jesus Christ through our witness will tend to imitate us in 
the way they live their lives and proclaim their faith. If we are sneaky Christian witnesses, they 
will be the same. Paul was bold in his witness, and he joyfully endured suffering for the sake 
of the gospel. The Thessalonian saints became imitators of Paul and of their Jewish brethren 
in Judea. 
 

 When missionaries went to foreign lands as doctors or nurses or agricultural experts, they 
were (and often still are) welcomed for the contribution they could make to a society or 
through the “business as mission” approach. Highly skilled entrepreneurs who are Christians 
committed to sharing their faith can offer a closed nation an opportunity to benefit from a 
well-run, technically advanced, business. The business makes a profit, creating jobs and 
improving living conditions for many. Because it is profitable and beneficial to the 
community and the country, the government may very well tolerate its existence, even though 
it understands that it intends to make the gospel known to their citizens. Rather than having 
to raise funds to be supported as missionaries (something that needs to be done in some 
contexts), these “tentmaker” Christians find employment abroad. In many cases, they are well 
paid for their services, even better paid than if they remained in their homeland. I know of 
those who are seeking Christians to work overseas, and yet workers are often hard to find. I 
would like to see young people challenged to consider business as mission. I have recently 
attended two excellent conferences that were conducted on the campuses of Christian 
colleges, addressed to potential businessmen and businesswomen, challenging them to live 
out their faith in the realm of business. I’d like to see Christian colleges and universities 
preparing young people for national and international business careers, where they can have a 
significant impact for the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
                         (From the Series: Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians by Bob Deffinbaugh) 
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The Person Of The Bible  
 
 
 

God’s Word is like refreshing rain 
That waters crops and seed; 

It brings new life to open hearts, 
And meets us in our need. 

The written Word leads us to 
Christ the living Word.    

 

 

You search the Scriptures, 
for in them you think you 
have eternal life; and these are 
they which testify of Me.  
                   (John 5:39 NKJV) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 
10/21  Introduction to 1 Thess 
10/28  Being Available                  1:1-10 
11/04  Being Pleasing to God       2:1-12 
11/11  Living God’s Word         2:13-20 
11/18  Sustained Faith                  3:1-13 
11/25  Godly Life                           4:1-12 
12/02  Love and Hope                 4:13-18 
12/09  Plan of Salvation                5:1-11 
12/16  Call to Commitment          5:12-28 
12/23  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
Receiving God's Word in good ground (Matt 13:23) 
- 13 

23 But he who received seed on the good ground is 
he who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and produces: some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty."  

 
Receiving God's Word and doing it (James 1:22-25) 
- 13 

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of 
the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing 
his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes 
himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what 
kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the 
perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a 
forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will 
be blessed in what he does. 

 
God's Word is truth and must be correctly 
understood and applied (2 Tim 2:15) - 13 

15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, 
a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.  

 
God's Word is truth and will lead us into salvation 
(Eph 1:13-14) - 13 

13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom 
also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, to the praise of His glory.  

 
God's Word works in us by being a discerner of 
thoughts and motives (Heb 4:12) - 13 

12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 
the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
God's Word works in us with power and assurance 
(1 Thess 1:5-8) - 13 

5 For our gospel did not come to you in word only, 
but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in 
much assurance, as you know what kind of men we 
were among you for your sake. 6 And you became 
followers of us and of the Lord, having received the 
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 
7 so that you became examples to all in Macedonia 
and Achaia who believe. 8 For from you the word 
of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. 

 
Be imitators of God (Eph 5:1) - 14 

5 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.  
 
Be imitators of the godly faithful leaders (Heb 13:7) 
- 14 

7 Remember those who rule over you, who have 
spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, 
considering the outcome of their conduct.  

 
Living God's Word can lead to suffering (Rom 8:16-
17) - 14 

16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then 
heirs — heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be 
glorified together.  

 
The goal of living God's Word is to be presented 
blameless at Jesus' 2nd coming (1 Thess 5:23-24) - 
19 

 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and 
body be preserved blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful, 
who also will do it.  


