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 Paul promises us that if we have placed our faith in Christ, we will one day be 
resurrected. In 4:13 Paul reveals a problem. The restlessness of disorderly believers (4:11-12) 
was, in part, caused by an incomplete understanding of the resurrection of the body. The 
Thessalonians rightly understood that Christ was going to return; however, they had not 
considered the possibility that some of their loved ones and friends would die before it 
occurred. They, therefore, plunged into deep grief. Doubts filled their minds as to the status 
of these prematurely deceased believers. All sorts of questions were going through their 
minds: “What will happen to our loved ones who die before Christ returns? Will they miss 
out on the resurrection? What about those of us who are alive when Christ returns? Will we 
receive our resurrection bodies then or later?” Where is your hope found? If it’s not found in 
Jesus Christ, you are without hope. You may have happiness, but you do not have hope. 
There is no hope apart from Christ. If you put your hope in your church, you will be 
disappointed. If you put your hope in your friends and family, they will fail you. If you place 
your hope in your job or your money, you will be disillusioned. Only Christ offers 
permanent, eternal hope. Today, at this very moment, will you believe in Jesus Christ as 
your Savior from sin? Will you stop trying to be “good enough” to please God? Instead, will 
you trust in the only One who can meet God’s expectations? The Lord Jesus Christ offers 
you eternal life as a free gift if you will simply ask Him for it. God provides hope in a 
hopeless world. Paul is clear that dead believers will rise before living believers (cf. 1 Cor 
15:52). Yet, not just any person will rise from the dead but only those who are “in Christ.” 
He was comforting those Thessalonians who had lost loved ones by saying, “Death is not as 
final as it seems. Your loved ones have not missed out on the coming of the Lord. In fact, 
they will be the first ones to receive their brand-new bodies.” This answers the 
Thessalonians’ concerns. No one who has placed his or her faith in Jesus Christ will in any 
way miss out on His return. God provides hope in a hopeless world. The return of Jesus 
Christ is sure, it’s wonderful, and it could happen anytime. Jesus is coming back! It could 
happen at any moment. Whatever you are going through right now, as painful as it may be, it 
is only temporary. In a very short while, you and I will be resurrected and reunited with 
Christ and our loved ones. In the midst of battles with sin, suffering, and Satan, God 
provides hope in a hopeless world. May we hope in this promise because it is our only 
hope. 
 

So how can we encourage HOPE IN one another today? 
• Encourage believers in the face of death. When you interact with believers who are 

fearful of death, reassure them that the moment their heart stops beating they will be in 
the presence of Jesus. 

• Encourage biblical stewardship. When a fellow believer makes sacrifices for the kingdom, 
seek to affirm this brother or sister. Let this person know how much you respect his or 
her decisions. Affirm their sacrificial use of time, talents, and treasure (Matt 6:19-21; 1 
Cor 15:58). 

• Encourage reaching out to the lost. If time is short and hell is hot, we have a 
responsibility to share Jesus Christ with those who need Him. 

• Encourage worship. Many Christians assume that a lifestyle of worship is only for those 
who are the sensitive, sappy types. Yet, the truth is believers will be worshiping Christ for 
all eternity. Therefore, it is wise for us to start practicing now. 

 
(Adapted from "Ignorance is Not Bliss" By Keith Krell) 
http://bible.org/seriespage/ignorance-not-bliss-1-thessalonians-413-18  
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Food for Thought 
 
 

Hope    
 
 

When trials intrude to slow down 
your life, It would be easy for you 

to give in; But by perseverance 
you’ll overcome strife, So just 

keep on plodding—with Christ 
you can win. When the world 

says, “Give up,” hope whispers, 
“Try it one more time!”      

 

And not only that, but we also 
glory in tribulations, knowing 
that tribulation produces  
perseverance; and perseverance, 
character; and character, hope.  
             (Rom 5:3-4 NKJV) 
 
 

(From "Our Daily Bread", Apr 09, 2012) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 
10/21  Introduction to 1 Thess 
10/28  Being Available                  1:1-10 
11/04  Being Pleasing to God       2:1-12 
11/11  Living God’s Word            2:13-20 
11/18  Sustained Faith                  3:1-13 
11/25  Godly Life                           4:1-12 
12/02  Living Hope                    4:13-18 
12/09  Plan of Salvation                5:1-11 
12/16  Call to Commitment          5:12-28 
12/23  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
HAVE HOPE (13) 

Hope that should be held unswervingly (Heb 10:23) 
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  

Hope that will not disappoint (Rom 5:5) 
5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love 
of God has been poured out in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

Hope found in the Scriptures (Rom 15:4) 
4 For whatever things were written before were 
written for our learning, that we through the 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope. 

 
HOPE IN THE GOSPEL (BIRTH, DEATH AND 
RESURRECTION) (14) 

Gospel of Jesus Christ (1 Cor 15:1-4) 
Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel 
which I preached to you, which also you received 
and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are 
saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to 
you — unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered 
to you first of all that which I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures 

 
HOPE IN THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS 
(DESCEND FROM HEAVEN) (16) 

Descending to reward works (Matt 16:27) 
27 For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His 
Father with His angels, and then He will reward each 
according to his works. 

Descending to gather His Church  (Matt 24:30-31) 
30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.  31 
And He will send His angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

Jesus promised come again for us (John 14:2-3) 
2 In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were 
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you.  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also. 

 
 

 
HOPE IN THE RAPTURE OF THE DEAD IN 
CHRIST (16) 

Risen and made alive (1 Cor 15:22-23) 
22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall 
be made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are 
Christ's at His coming. 

Risen and changed (1 Cor 15:51-52) 
51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed —  52 in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet 

 
HOPE IN THE RAPTURE IN THE CLOUDS (17) 

Raptured to meet Jesus who will come back as He left (Acts 
1:10-11) 

10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven 
as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in 
white apparel, 11 who also said, "Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 
so come in like manner as you saw Him go into 
heaven." 

 
HOPE IN BEING WITH GOD ETERNALLY (17) 

Always with God as an eternal inheritance (Heb 9:15) 
15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the 
new covenant, by means of death, for the 
redemption of the transgressions under the first 
covenant, that those who are called may receive the 
promise of the eternal inheritance. 

Always with God because God promised it (1 John 2:25) 
25 And this is the promise that He has promised us 
— eternal life. 

 
COMFORT THROUGH WORDS OF HOPE (18) 

Comfort through encouragement to love and do good works 
(Heb 10:24-25) 

24 And let us consider one another in order to stir 
up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of 
some, but exhorting one another, and so much the 
more as you see the Day approaching.  


