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The Occasion and Date of the Epistle:  
Several years after the church was established, around A.D. 61-62. Epaphras traveled to Rome to visit 
Paul during his first Roman imprisonment where he was under house arrest. While he brought some 
good news regarding the Colossian assembly (1:4, 8; 2:5), it appears his primary purpose for visiting 
the apostle was to seek aid against certain false teachings that were attempting to eat their way into the 
Colossian church. Paul wrote, therefore, to counter this false teaching and sends this epistle to the 
Colossians by the hand of Tychicus (4:7). 
The Theme of Colossians:  
The theme is the fruitful and effective power of the gospel message, a message that heralds the 
supremacy or preeminence, headship, and the sole sufficiency of Christ to the church, which is His 
body. In this little book, we see Paul’s “full-length portrait of Christ.” Christ is the object of the 
Christian’s faith (1:4), but why? Because He is God’s Son (1:13), the Redeemer (1:14), the very image 
of God (1:15), the Lord of creation (1:15), the head of the church (1:18), the fullness of salvation 
(1:19), the Reconciler of the universe (1:20), the One who contains all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge (2:3), the standard by which all religious teaching is judged (2:8), the fullness of God, 
undiminished deity (2:9), the One under Whom all power and authority is subjected (2:10), the Victor 
over all the cosmic powers (2:15), the reality of the truth foreshadowed in Old Testament types and 
figures, regulations and rituals (2:17), the One exalted and enthroned at the right hand of God in 
heaven (3:1), the One in Whom we are complete and in Whom our life is hidden, protected, and kept 
(2:10; 3:3), the One by Whom our new life will be gloriously manifested at His coming again (3:4), and 
it is through Him and because of our new life in Him that we ought to put away our old manner of life 
from which we have been marvelously saved (3:5f). The purpose in writing Colossians was threefold: 
(1) to express Paul’s personal interest in the Colossians (1:3, 4; 2:3), (2) to warn them against reverting 
to their old pagan vices (cf. 3:5ff.), and (3) to counteract both the theological heresy and its practice 
within the church at Colossae (2:4-23). Paul counters the false theology with sound Christology and 
then spells out the practical outworking of this in the everyday life of the believer. 
 

The Church at Colossae:  
It was a Pauline church in that it was indirectly the result of Paul’s ministry. As far as we know Paul never visited 
Colossae, at least not at the time he wrote this epistle; he had only “heard” about the church at 
Colossae (1:4, 9; 2:1). Nevertheless, it was a product of his ministry and beautifully illustrates his 
commitment to impart his vision of reaching others with the powerful message of the gospel. That this 
is so is illustrated in the following ways. First, Paul spent three years ministering the word in Ephesus 
from the lecture room of the School of Tyrannus. It was during this time all of Asia heard the Word 
(cf. Acts. 19:8-10, 26; & 20:31). Ephesus had three great attractions that brought people into the city 
from all parts of Asia. It was a seaport town, a center of commerce, and, with the temple of Diana, it 
was also a center for idol worship. Second, while on a visit to Ephesus, a young man from Colossae 
named Epaphras evidently heard the gospel from Paul and was converted. It appears that he was not 
only saved, but that he was trained and prepared by Paul to go back and plant a church in his 
hometown of Colossae (1:7; 4:12).  
It was essentially a church made up of Gentile believers. Though there was a large Jewish population in the 
Lycus Valley, the Colossian epistle suggests that the membership of the church was primarily Gentile: 
(1) It is suggested by 1:12, 21, 24, 27. (2) There is a scarcity of Old Testament allusions. (3) Vices that 
were distinctively Gentile are mentioned in 3:5-7. (4) There is almost no reference to the reconciliation 
of Jews and Gentiles that is found in Ephesians, though one might compare 3:11 and 4:11.  
It was a church facing serious doctrinal and practical problems. Though the apostle never gives a formal 
explanation of the heresy facing the Colossians, the chief focus and features of the epistle along with 
Paul’s arguments show there was a serious threat of false teaching facing the Colossians. This teaching 
sought to undermine the person and work of Christ and the sufficiency of the salvation believers have 
in Him. More will be discussed regarding the nature of the heresy. 
 

 (Adapted from "Background on Colossians" by: J. Hampton Keathley, III; URL: http://bible.org/seriespage/
background-colossians) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 
 

Copy Me 
 

Show me the way, Lord, let my 
light shine As an example of good 
to mankind. Help them to see the 

patterns of Thee, Shining in 
beauty, lived out in me.  

Live a life worth imitating  
by imitating Christ. 

 

 

Be imitators of me, just as I also am 
of Christ. 
              (1 Cor 11:1 NASB) 
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Imitating Jesus 
A Study in Colossians 

 

Date      Lesson                      Text 
01/27  Introduction to Colossians 
02/03  Focused on Christ            1:12-23 
02/10  Raised with Christ              2:6-15 
02/17  Clothed with Christ             3:5-17 
02/24  Disciplined for Life              4:2-17 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

AUTHOR: The apostle Paul 
DATE WRITTEN: Probably written from Rome between 
A.D. 60 and 64. 
PURPOSE: General, a message of good will to exhort and 
edify believers.  Special, to counteract doctrinal errors 
growing out of the mixture of Judaistic teaching combined 
with the vagaries of oriental and philosophic speculation. 
These heresies tended to obscure the divine glory of Christ.  
TO WHOM WRITTEN: The church in Colosse, a city of 
Asia Minor. 
MAIN THEMES: The epistle resembles Ephesians, both in 
thought and language, yet has a distinct message of its own. 
In Ephesians Paul dwells on the thought of the church as the 
body of Christ, while in Colossians he emphasizes Christ as 
the head of the church. The warning against trusting in 
worldly wisdom that appears in 1 Corinthians reappears in 
Colossians. 
KEY WORDS: Christ the head of all,—Colossians 2:10. 
KEY VERSES: Colossians 2:9-10. 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
Introduction.  
Chapter 1  

The apostolic greeting and commendation,—
Colossians 1:1-8.  
The prayer for the church.  

• That it might be filled with wisdom, fruitful in 
good works, and strengthened with divine 
power,—Colossians 1:9-11.  

• Thanksgiving for the spiritual inheritance, the 
great deliverance, and redemption from sins,—
Colossians 1:12-14.  

Doctrinal Section.  
Main Theme: The glory of the person and work of Christ.  
Chapter 1  

His glorious preeminence.  
• As the image of God,—Colossians 1:15.  
• The creator of all things,—Colossians 1:16.  
• His preexistence,—Colossians 1:17.  
• His headship of the church,—Colossians 1:18.  
• His divine fullness,—Colossians 1:19.  
• His reconciling work,—Colossians 1:20-23.  
• The mystery of His indwelling in believers 

proclaimed in Paul's ministry,—Colossians 1:24-
29.  

Chapter 2  
Paul's anxiety concerning the state of the church.  

• That the members might be united in love, 
having a fuller understanding of the spiritual 
mysteries of the Father and of Christ,—
Colossians 2:1-3.  

• He warns against false doctrine and enjoins 
steadfast faith in Christ,—Colossians 2:4-7.  

 

 

Doctrinal and Polemical Section.  
Chapter 2  

• The peril of worldly philosophy and legalism,—
Colossians 2:8.  

• The transcendant glory of Christ and the power of 
His spiritual ordinances contrasted with those of the 
ceremonial system,—Colossians 2:4-13.  

• The liberating power of the cross of Christ in 
abolishing the old ceremonialism,—Colossians 2:14-
17.  

• Warnings concerning angel worship and false 
mysticism, which dishonor Christ as the Head of the 
church,—Colossians 2:18-19.  

• Warnings against ceremonialism and asceticism,—
Colossians 2:20-23.  

Hortatory Section.  
Chapter 3  

Exhortations:  
• To heavenly aspirations and affections,—Colossians 

3:1-4.  
• To the subjugation of fleshly lusts and desires,—

Colossians 3:5-7.  
• To lay aside the evil passions and vices and to put on 

the Christian graces and virtues,—Colossians 3:8-14.  
• To be ruled by the spirit of peace, unity, and 

thankfulness,—Colossians 3:15.  
• To seek an infilling of the truth so as to be mutually 

helpful in instruction and warning and praise; doing 
all things in the name of Christ,—Colossians 3:16-
17.  

Family Section.  
Chapters 3-4  

The duties of the various members of the Christian 
household: wives, husbands, children, fathers, servants, 
masters,—Colossians 3:18-4:1.  

Fellowship Section.  
Chapter 4  

• Paul's request for prayer and advice concerning 
social conduct,—Colossians 4:3-6.  

• Closing salutations and commendations of 
workers,—Colossians 4:7-18.  

 
PROMINENT PEOPLE: Paul, Timothy, Tychicus, 
Onesimus, Aristarchus, Mark, Epaphras. 
—Thompson Chain - Bible Book Outlines  


