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Summing up the great facts of our text, we see that Christ is: 
1. The Sovereign of the First Creation: He is the very manifestation of God by 

virtue of the fact He is the sovereign Creator God and the Sustainer of the 
universe (vss. 15-17). All creation, visible and invisible, all the angelic beings, have 
their source in Him. 

2. He is the Head of the Second Creation, the Church, which is His body: He is the 
very origin and source of the church by virtue of His resurrection as the first born 
to break the hold of death. As the resurrected Lord, He has conquered every 
enemy (death, sin, and Satan), or every power that stands to oppose God’s 
purpose for the human race. As the Head, He is to direct and empower the 
church to fulfill its purpose in the world, so the church must learn to live in 
submission to Him (vss. 18a). 

3. He is the Preeminent One: By virtue of Who He is (the Sovereign Lord, Creator, 
Sustainer, and Head of the Church), and by virtue of What He accomplished 
through the resurrection, God’s overall purpose is that Jesus Christ and no other 
might have preeminence and be Lord of all (vs. 18b). 

 

There are undoubtedly many points of application that might be made from these 
verses, but four things stand out, especially in the context of the false teachers at 
Colossae. 
1. Christ alone is to be the object of our worship, the sole means of deliverance 

from the power of darkness, and the means of transference into the kingdom of 
God’s beloved Son, the only one in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins. There is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved (Acts 
4:12), or religious system that can bring us to God (John 14:6). 

2. No Christian leader, like Diotrephes of 3 John 1:9, should ever seek to have the 
place of preeminence, nor should Christians seek to put their leaders, no matter 
how skilled or dynamic, on a pedestal (cf. 1 Cor. 1:11-17; 3:4-9). Such actions not 
only usurp Christ’s place of preeminence, but they cause pride in people and 
cause them to get their eyes off the true source of blessing and fruitfulness in 
ministry (again cf. 1 Cor. 3:6-9). 

3. The same also applies to the worship of angels. Angels, at least the good angels, 
are ministering spirits, sent out by the Lord to render service to the body of 
Christ (Heb. 1:14), but they are never to be made preeminent or worshipped in 
any way as in prayer or in seeking guidance from angels (cf. Rev. 19:10; 22:8). Our 
prayers are to be directed to the Father, in the name of the Son, and in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

4. Finally, the figure of Christ as the head of the body, which is the church, is one of 
seven major figures that teach us a number of important truths regarding Christ’s 
relationship with the church, and ours to Him. 

        

                       (Adapted from " The Supremacy of the Person of Christ" by: J. Hampton Keathley)  
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Peripheral Vision 
 

Some people follow Jesus Christ, 
Then obstacles get in their way; 
But if they’ll focus on the Lord, 
They won’t be led astray.  You 
don’t need to know where you’re 
going if you know  the One who 
does. 
 

Another also said, “I will follow  
You, Lord; but first permit me to 
say  good-bye to those at home.”  
But Jesus said to him, “No one,  
after putting his hand to the plow  
and looking back, is fit for the  
kingdom of God.”  
             (Luke 9:61-62 NASB) 
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Imitating Jesus 
A Study in Colossians 

 

Date      Lesson                      Text 
01/27  Introduction to Colossians 
02/03  Focused on Christ         1:12-23 
02/10  Raised with Christ              2:6-15 
02/17  Clothed with Christ             3:5-17 
02/24  Disciplined for Life              4:2-17 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

Christ the Redeemer (Col 1:12-14) 
 

A Redeemer that qualifies us for an inheritance (12) 
An inheritance of God's kingdom (Luke 12:32) 
An inheritance because of being an heir (Rom 8:17) 
An inheritance guaranteed by the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:12-14) 
An inheritance that is a reward (Col 3:23-24) 

A Redeemer that delivers us from the power of darkness 
(13) 

Delivers from the darkness of wrath (Zeph 1:14-15) 
Delivers from darkness through fellowship with God (1 
John 1:6-7) 
Delivers from darkness through obedience to God's word 
(John 12:46-47) 
Delivers from darkness through being a child of light (Eph 
5:8-14) 

A Redeemer that provides forgiveness of sin (14) 
Provides a forgiveness where sins will not be remembered 
(Heb 8:12) 
Provides a forgiveness that sanctifies (Acts 26:17-18) 
Provides a forgiveness through Jesus' blood (Matt 26:28) 
Provides a forgiveness in accordance with His grace (Eph 
1:7) 

 
 
 

Christ the Sovereign (Col 1:15-17) 
 

Sovereign because He is the image of God (15) 
Sovereign because Jesus has the very nature of God (Phil 
2:5-7)   
Sovereign because Jesus is the exact representation of God 
(Heb 1:3)    
Sovereign because Jesus is in God and God in Him (John 
14:9-11) 
Sovereign because Jesus is the image of God (2 Cor 4:4) 

Sovereign because He created all things (16) 
Created all things because there was nothing made without 
Him (John 1:3) 
Created all things because all things came through Jesus (1 
Cor 8:6) 
Created all things because as the Redeemer He formed us 
(Isa 44:24) 
Created all things because from Him and through Him are 
all things (Rom 11:36) 

Sovereign because He controls all things (17) 
Sovereign because He has control over life and death (Matt 
10:28) 
Sovereign because He is the only one who avenges (Heb 
10:26-31) 
Sovereign because Jesus has control of all things (John 
10:17-18) 
Sovereign because no one has authority over Jesus (John 
19:10-11) 
Sovereign because Jesus chooses as He pleases (Matt 11:27) 

 

 

Christ the Head (Col 1:18-23) 
 

Head of the church (18) 
Jesus the one head of all things (Eph 1:9-10) 
God appointed Jesus to be the head over the Church (Eph 
1:22) 
Jesus is the head because He is the Christ (Eph 4:15) 
Jesus is the head because He is the Savior (Eph 5:23) 

Head because all of God's fullness dwells in Him  (19) 
Jesus has all the fullness of the Deity living in Him (Col 2:9) 
Jesus is the image of God (2 Cor 4:4) 
Jesus is the exact representation of God (Heb 1:3) 

Head of man's reconciliation (19-23) 
Head because Jesus died to reconcile us (Rom 5:10) 
Head because Jesus reconciled by putting to death our 
hostility (Eph 2:16) 
Head because Jesus reconciled us through Himself (2 Cor 
5:18)  

 
 
 

Lessons Learned and Practical Points  
(from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator) 
1. Though God is a Spirit, Christ is the observable example 

of the Father's character (Col. 1:15) 
2. If Christ could create the world, He surely can supply 

our daily needs (vs. 16) 
3. Christ holds authority over all that He has created 
4. The Lord's planning and provisions for us are as eternal 

as He is (vs. 17) 
5. Since the church is the body of Christ, each member is 

connected with every other member (vs. 18) 
6. Our relationship with God depends not on us but on His 

having reached down to us through Christ (vs. 19-20) 
 
 


