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 Probably most of the people in an average Sunday school class nominally understand 
Christ and salvation. They think they have genuinely received Christ and will thus escape hell 
and gain heaven. Their lifestyles may have changed to a degree. They may think they have all 
the religion they need or want. Many may think of their religion as more of a convenience or 
a comfort to them than the bedrock foundation of their worldview. They may enjoy a good 
sermon if it does not make them uncomfortable, and they may really like gospel concerts as 
entertainment. But they also may not be too upset by the issues of falsehood and ungodliness 
that they encounter around them or even in their own lives. This lesson can make us see 
that there is much, much more to being a Christian than conventional wisdom would 
indicate. Our good works have no part in saving us, since we are saved by grace. We cannot 
earn more salvation than what God has freely given us in Christ Jesus. However, we need to 
see clearly what we have been freely given. We can walk daily in the fullness of the spiritual 
stature He has given us. What we do can reflect who we are as those complete in Christ. 
Tragically, it is also possible to walk as spiritually immature people. This is possibly the 
deepest and most glaring fault of individuals in the Christian church today. Many think and 
sin in ways similar to the unsaved, who do not know Christ. Every time you go through a 
crisis while trusting Christ, you grow in faith. You get more established in trusting Him. You 
get more thankful to Him for all He has done and is doing for you daily. 
 

 Sometimes Christians forget they became children of God when by faith they 
accepted Christ as their Saviour. Salvation is the gift of God to all who acknowledge their 
lost state and receive Christ alone as their Substitute. Even before Jesus came to earth and 
died in our place, God the Father saved all who believed in Him on the basis of what He 
would do on the cross. Many who have received Christ as Saviour fail to realize that God 
wants His children to walk by faith. That means to live by faith in Him. This does not mean 
Christians get more saved when they live by faith in Christ. Nor does it mean that if they do 
not walk in Him all the time, they will lose their salvation. What it does mean is that we 
cannot be in fellowship with God through Christ if we do not walk in Him. Walking in Christ 
does not save us, and it does not keep us saved. However, walking in Him does help us to 
grow up in Him, to be in a maturing fellowship with Him. The Scripture for this week's 
lesson, Colossians 2:6-15, is a wonderful reminder of what it means to be clothed in 
Christ and that we have a living hope of being raised with Him. I once heard an 
educator define secular philosophy as "the muddled meanders of mixed-up men." That 
sounds about right to me. Now the word "philosophy" simply means "love of wisdom," and 
we all know that in itself philosophy is not at all wrong. But a philosophy that does not allow 
for supernaturalism or the God of the Bible must be rejected by the believer. In the days of 
the Colossian Christians, there was a philosophy that, among other important things, denied 
the deity of Christ. Paul warned the believers about it and its dangers. Today there are still 
views and movements that, when examined carefully, reveal how far short they are of what 
the Bible teaches, especially about Christ. A quick and sure way to find out whether these 
movements are true or false is to find out what they say about two indispensable doctrines: 
what is believed about the Bible and what is believed about Christ. Nothing is as important 
for God's people as remembering their relationship with Christ. Many of us forget that. 
Our relationship with the Saviour is an intimate one. When we accept Him, His victory over 
Satan and death at Calvary is our victory. Our debt is canceled, and we are free of Satan's 
shackles. 
                                                              (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator)  
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Food for Thought 
 

We Shall Be Changed 
 

When believers receive their glorified 
bodies at the resurrection, they will be 
perfect But even more important, in 
heaven we will recognize the One 
who died to redeem us. Our Savior’s 
life for us was given That we might 
one day bloom in heaven, Our mortal 
bodies changed to be Like His 
through all eternity! 
 

Beloved, now we are children  
of God, and it has not appeared  
as yet what we will be. We know  
that when He appears, we will be  
like Him, because we will see Him  
just as He is.  
             (1 John 3:2 NASB) 
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Imitating Jesus 
A Study in Colossians 

 

Date      Lesson                      Text 
01/27  Introduction to Colossians 
02/03  Focused on Christ            1:12-23 
02/10  Raised with Christ            2:6-15 
02/17  Clothed with Christ             3:5-17 
02/24  Disciplined for Life              4:2-17 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

STAY FIRM IN JESUS (COL 2:6-8) 
 

Firm through walking in Jesus (6) 
Walking in Jesus results in bearing the fruit of 
the Spirit (John 15:5) 
Walking in Jesus results in living a life worthy of 
God's calling (Eph 4:1) 
Walking in Jesus results in living a life of love 
(Eph 5:1-2) 

 

Firm through being established in the faith (7) 
Established in the faith means to give ourselves 
fully to the work of God (1 Cor 15:58) 
Established in the faith results in prospering in 
our work (Ps 1:2-3) 
Established in the faith means to practice 
obedience to God's Word (Matt 7:24-25) 

 

Firm by rejecting deceptive philosophies (8) 
Reject deceptive philosophies by being aware of 
false prophets (Matt 7:15) 
Reject deceptive philosophies by not being 
carried away by lawless men (2 Peter 3:17) 
Reject deceptive philosophies by keeping away 
from those who cause divisions (Rom 16:17) 

 
 
REASONS FOR FIRM FAITH (COL 2:9-15) 

 

Firm because Jesus is supreme (9-10) 
Jesus is supreme because He is the power and 
glory of God (Heb 1:3) 
Jesus is supreme because He is above all 
authorities and powers (Eph 1:19-23) 
Jesus is supreme because His name is above all 
names (Phil 2:9-11) 
Jesus is supreme because all powers are in 
submission to Him (1 Peter 3:21-22) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Firm because Jesus transforms (11-12) 
Jesus transforms us into a new creation (2 Cor 
5:17) 
Jesus transforms us through reconciliation (Col 
1:21-22) 
Jesus will transform us at the Rapture (1 Thess 
4:14-17) 
Jesus will transform our bodies into a glorious 
one (Phil 3:20-21) 

 

Firm because Jesus forgives sin (13-15) 
Jesus forgives because He is faithful (1 John 
1:9) 
Jesus forgives because He redeemed us (Titus 
2:14) 
Jesus forgives and does not remember our sins 
again (Heb 8:12) 
Jesus forgives because of His blood covenant 
(Matt 26:28) 
Jesus forgives because His blood cleanses (Heb 
9:14)  

 
 
 
 

Lessons Learned and Practical Points  
     (from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator) 
 

1. Relying on Christ provides the stability we need 
to serve Him (Cot. 2:6-7) 

2. Knowing God's Word helps us detect wrong 
teachings when we hear them (vs. 8) 

3. When we believe in Christ, we are putting our 
faith in God, who provides our salvation (vs. 9-
10) 

4. Everything God does for us is based on His 
character, not on ours (vs. 11-12) 

5. Brooding over past confessed sins prevents us 
from concentrating on future service (vs. 13-14) 

6. Christ's triumph over sin and evil means we can 
freely serve Him (vs.15)  

 
 


