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Author: 
Though some believe that Nehemiah wrote the book of Nehemiah because of the words, 
“The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah” (1:1), many believe the evidence suggests 
that Ezra is the author of Nehemiah and used Nehemiah’s memoirs and firsthand accounts 
as though quoting Nehemiah. On the other hand, many scholars believe that Nehemiah 
authored the book that bears his name since much of the book is presented as a first-person 
account of the circumstances surrounding his return to Jerusalem (chaps. 1-7; 12:31-13:31).  
Also, in view of the similarities of Ezra 2 and Nehemiah, one wonders why the same author 
would repeat the same material in one volume.  

Date: 
The historical setting is simply that of the last half of the ancient Hebrew book of Ezra-
Nehemiah which means it was written about 445 B.C. to 425 B.C.  

Title of the Book: 
Though originally one book, the last half of that book draws its name from the prominence 
of Nehemiah, contemporary of Ezra and cupbearer to the king of Persia. Nehemiah’s name 
means “Yahweh consoles or comforts.” 

Theme and Purpose: 
The book of Nehemiah continues the history of the Jews who returned from exile. Nehemiah 
gave up his position as cupbearer to Artaxerxes, the Persian king, to become governor of 
Jerusalem and lead the people in repairing the city walls. Ezra and Nehemiah were 
contemporaries (see Neh. 8:2, 9), were both men of God but served Yahweh in different 
capacities. While Ezra was a priest and involved more with the religious restoration of 
returning Remnant, Nehemiah was a layman and served in a political capacity as governor in 
the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. 
Nehemiah was also written to show the obvious hand of God in the establishment of His 
people in their homeland in the years after their exile. Under the leadership of Nehemiah, 
they accomplished in fifty-two days what had not been done in the ninety-four years since the 
first return under Zerubbabel. By obedient faith they were able to overcome what appeared 
to be insurmountable opposition.  

Key Words: 
With the rebuilding of the walls the key element, the key words are “wall” and “walls,” used 
some 33 times and “build,” “building,” “rebuilding,” etc., is found more than 20 times.  

Key Verses: 
4:6 So we built the wall and the whole wall was joined together to half its height, for the 
people had a mind to work. 
6:15-16 So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 
And it came about when all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations surrounding us saw it, 
they lost their confidence; for they recognized that this work had been accomplished with the 
help of our God.  
8:8 And they read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that 
they understood the reading. 

Key Chapters:  
Key chapters would include, (1) Nehemiah’s prayer and God’s answer, chapters 1-2, (2) the 
work on the walls, the opposition, and its completion, chapters 3-7, (3) the confession of the 
people and their reaffirmation of the covenant, chapter 9.  

Key People: 
 Nehemiah, Artaxerxes, Sanballet, Ezra.  
 

                                         (Adapted from “The Historical Books” by J. Hampton Keathley, III) 
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Food for Thought 
 

Restoring Order 
 

What are the prospects for this 
earth?  What hope is there for man?  
A world restored through Jesus 
Christ  In whom we see God’s plan.  
Jesus specializes in restoration. 
 
 

But for you who fear My name, the  
sun of righteousness will rise with  
healing in its wings; and you will  
go forth and skip about like calves  
from the stall. 
                  (Malachi 4:2 NASB)  
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Restoration 
A Study in Nehemiah 

 

Date      Lesson                      Text 
03/03  Introduction to Nehemiah 
03/10  Cried About a Wall             1:1-11 
03/17  Serving God                       2:1-20 
03/24  We Won!                            3:1-32 
03/31  Opposition                          4:1-23 
04/07  Conflicts Within                  5:1-19 
04/14  Resisting Satan                  6:1-19 
04/21  Counting for God                7:1-73 
04/28  Spiritual Renewal               8:1-18 
05/05  Joy and Strength                8:8-12 
05/12  Repentance                        9:1-38 
05/19  Truth into Practice            10:1-39 
05/26  Ministry                             11 & 12 
06/02  Permissiveness                13:1-31 
06/09  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

ANOTHER OUTLINE 
 

In the Hebrew manuscripts of the books of Ezra and Nehemiah appeared as one book. 
 

AUTHOR: Uncertain. A large portion of the book is regarded by many students as an autobiography of 
Nehemiah. 
DATE WRITTEN: Around 445 B.C. to 430 B.C. 
PURPOSE: To document the political restoration of Judah, under Nehemiah's leadership. 
TO WHOM WRITTEN: The restored remnant in Jerusalem and future generations. 
MAIN THEMES: The rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem, the rehearsal of certain divine laws, and the 
restoration of ancient ordinances. 
KEY WORD: Wall. 
KEY VERSES: Nehemiah 6:3, 15-16 
 

SYNOPSIS: 
A Typical Study.  

• Theme: The rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem considered as a type of the upbuilding of the divine 
kingdom in the earth.  
• The walls broken down,—Nehemiah 1:3, may typify the defenses of God's kingdom weakened. 
• The preliminary season of fasting and prayer,—Nehemiah 1:4-11, may typify the state of mind which 

should precede all great spiritual enterprises. 
• Nehemiah's sacrifice of a fine position for the good of the cause,—Nehemiah 2:5, may typify the 

sacrificial service always needed when a great work is to be accomplished. 
• The night inspection of the city,—Nehemiah 2:15-16, may typify the necessity of facing the facts 

before beginning constructive work. 
• The seeking of cooperation,—Nehemiah 2:17-18, may typify an essential element in all successful 

work. 
• The enlistment of all classes,—Nehemiah 3, may typify the importance of thorough organization. 

• The same methods may be used in overcoming hindrances to spiritual work.  
• Ridicule,—Nehemiah 2:19, overcome by confidence in God,—Nehemiah 2:20. 
• Wrath and contempt,—Nehemiah 4:3, overcome by prayer and hard work,—Nehemiah 4:4-6. 
• Conspiracy,—Nehemiah 4:7-8, overcome by watchfulness and prayer,—Nehemiah 4:9. 
• Discouragement of friends,—Nehemiah 4:10, 12, overcome by steadfast courage,—Nehemiah 4:13-

14. 
• Selfish greed,—Nehemiah 5:1-5, overcome by rebuke and self-sacrificing example,—Nehemiah 5:6-17. 
• Work completed, enemies confounded by persistent endeavor,—Nehemiah 6:1-15. 

 

Closing Events.  
• The rehearsal and exposition of the Divine Law,—Nehemiah 8. 
• The confession of the Priests and Levites and the signing of the covenant,—Nehemiah 9-10. 
• The call for people to dwell in Jerusalem,—Nehemiah 11. 
• The dedication of the walls,—Nehemiah 12. 
• Social and religious reforms,—Nehemiah 13. 

 

PROMINENT PEOPLE: Nehemiah, Ezra, Sanballat, Tobiah. 
 

                                                        (From Thompson Chain Reference Bible -  Bible Book Outlines) 


