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 Things don’t always go smoothly, even when we have prayed about it beforehand. 
Following Jesus does not guarantee a trouble-free life. In fact, it often gets us into deeper 
trouble. But, part of maturity is learning to deal with the world as it is, not as we would like it 
to be. Nehemiah 2 has some helpful insights on the realities of serving God. Even 
though Nehemiah was doing God’s will, it wasn’t all smooth and rosy. Studying his life will 
help us, on the one hand, not to be overly idealistic and thus vulnerable to disillusionment; 
and, on the other hand, to be realistic while not giving in to cynicism and dropping out. 
Nehemiah faced real problems, but he moved through them to great accomplishments. 
Waiting on God, working with people of all sorts, and wrestling wisely with a steady 
stream of problems are essentials of finishing the course that God has set before us. 
 
 

 The prayer that we looked at last week (1:5-11) was not a one-shot deal. It is a summary 
of what Nehemiah prayed over and over again during those four months as the burden for 
God’s glory and God’s people in Jerusalem weighed upon him. Note Nehemiah’s prayer in 
2:4. The king notices that Nehemiah is sad in his presence, which was a breach of protocol. 
Kings liked to be surrounded by happy people. This could have caused Nehemiah to lose his 
job or even his life. One reason God makes us wait on Him is to teach us to depend on 
Him in prayer. Waiting reveals our impatience and teaches us to be patient. Patience is a 
fruit of the Spirit that God wants to develop in all of His children, but especially in leaders. 
For four months Nehemiah concealed this heavy burden from the king and presented it to 
God in private, until God finally opened the opportunity to talk with the king. Only then did 
Nehemiah move ahead. The chapter shows that Nehemiah had been doing a lot of advance 
thinking and planning. When the king asked how long he would be gone, Nehemiah didn’t 
vaguely say, “Well, that’s up to the Lord!” He gave him a definite time. Not only did 
Nehemiah give the king a definite time, he also laid out some definite requests that show that 
he had been doing some careful planning (2:7-8). Prayer and planning are not at odds with 
each other.  Nehemiah shows the biblical balance of waiting on God in prayer, but also 
thinking and planning about what he would do when God opened the door. It’s easy to be 
idealistic about serving God until you meet the actual people that you have to work 
with Nehemiah was sensitive to people and he responded with tact. But when needed, 
he confronted with uncompromising strength. First, Nehemiah knew how to work with an 
unbelieving king. This was an especially difficult situation in that the king was Nehemiah’s 
boss who literally had the power to make Nehemiah’s head roll! Also, Nehemiah knew how 
to relate to demoralized believers. The Jews in Jerusalem believed in God and His covenant 
promises, at least intellectually. But they had lost hope. The third group of people that 
Nehemiah had to work with was the enemies. Sanballat was the governor of Samaria to the 
north. Tobiah ruled the Ammonites to the east. Geshem was the leader of the Arabs to the 
south. They all opposed a fortified Jerusalem because it threatened their political positions. 
Any time you try to do anything significant for God, there will be problems. We’ve already 
seen how Nehemiah dealt with the problem of the enemies. But also, he had to face the 
problem of the destroyed wall. He began with a realistic firsthand appraisal of the 
situation. As the leader, he needed to know exactly how bad things were so that he could 
develop a realistic, practical plan of action. 
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Gifted To Serve 
 
 

We can’t all play the same part in  
God’s band of service, but we 
should  all play in harmony. Lord, 
lead me today as You see best. Use 
the gifts You have given me to 
encourage others on their journey. 
 
 

There are varieties of effects, but  
the same God who works all things  
in all persons. 
                      (1 Cor 12:6 NASB)  
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Date      Lesson                      Text 
03/03  Introduction to Nehemiah 
03/10  Cried About a Wall             1:1-11 
03/17  Serving God                      2:1-20 
03/24  We Won!                            3:1-32 
03/31  Opposition                          4:1-23 
04/07  Conflicts Within                  5:1-19 
04/14  Resisting Satan                  6:1-19 
04/21  Counting for God                7:1-73 
04/28  Spiritual Renewal               8:1-18 
05/05  Joy and Strength                8:8-12 
05/12  Repentance                        9:1-38 
05/19  Truth into Practice            10:1-39 
05/26  Ministry                             11 & 12 
06/02  Permissiveness                13:1-31 
06/09  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 
 
 
To serve God realistically, we must learn to wait on Him  (Neh 2:1) 

While waiting, Nehemiah prayed (Rom 12:12) 
While waiting, Nehemiah developed patience (Rom 8:25) 
While waiting, Nehemiah planned (Prov 16:3) 

 
 
 
To serve God realistically, we must learn to work with people (Neh 2:2-16) 

 

Work with authorities  
Because authorities are subject to an even higher authority (Heb 13:17) 
Because God has established all authorities (Rom 13:1-2) 
Work with authorities out of  reverence for Jesus (Eph 5:21) 

 
Work with peers  

Working with others takes humility through love (Eph 4:2) 
Working with others through bearing with them (Col 3:12-13) 
Working with others through not grumbling with them (James 5:7-9) 
Working with others because we should live in peace with them (Rom 12:18-19) 

 
 
 
To serve God realistically, we must learn to wrestle with problems (Neh 2:17-20) 

Dealing with issues knowing that God's grace is sufficient to handle any issue (2 Cor 12:9) 
Dealing with issues knowing that we can do everything through the power of  God (Phil 4:13) 
Dealing with issues knowing that God is with us (Josh 1:9) 
Dealing with issues knowing that God has many people to help us (Acts 18:9-10) 
Dealing with issues by having hope in God (2 Cor 3:12)  


