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 If we only had chapter 3, we would get the impression that the work on the wall went 
without a snag. “So-and-so built this gate, and these people built the wall to this point, and 
next to them, these people built the wall further, etc.” It sounds as if there were no problems. 
But such was not the case. It never is. Chapters 4-6 show us some of the problems that had 
to be overcome in the process of rebuilding the wall. There is a cycle of advance and setback 
through chapters 3-6. This cycle shows that the Christian life is a conflict. There will 
always be opposition. The enemy will try to get you sidetracked or to give up completely. 
Even though it was God’s will for the wall to be rebuilt, He did not remove the opposition. 
Even though it is God’s will for you to grow strong in faith and to labor to advance His 
kingdom, God does not remove the opposition. The first defense against the enemy is to be 
aware of the kinds of opposition that he uses.  
 

 We will look first at the various forms the opposition takes and then at how we are to 
respond. Our text reveals at least six types of opposition: First, Satan often uses the anger 
of others to try to squelch the newfound joy and zeal of a new believer. Sanballat, the 
governor of Samaria, became furious and very angry (4:1, 7). Second, Satan frequently uses 
ridicule against those who take a stand for the Lord. Sanballat and his buddies gather within 
hearing distance of the wall and ask a bunch of sarcastic questions (4:2). Third, Satan still uses 
subtle or overt threats and intimidation to oppose Christians. Nehemiah’s enemies could and 
did use threats of violence (4:8, 11), which they circulated among the Jews living near them 
(4:12). Small bands of terrorists could sneak in and pick off a few of the people working on 
the wall, and Sanballat would just tell Artaxerxes that it was a renegade band that he didn’t 
have control over. Fourth, Satan knows that the halfway point in any work is the most 
effective time to strike. Right in the middle of things, exhaustion and discouragement set in. 
Apparently there was a discouraging proverb or work song that circulated among the workers 
at this point (4:10).  Fifth, invariably negativism in the church comes from professing 
Christians who live near the enemy and are not involved in the Lord’s work. Such negativism 
is the enemy of faith. The criticism and mockery (in 4:2-3) came from the enemy without. 
This negativism came from the Jews themselves who lived near the enemy (4:12). Sixth and 
finally, Satan uses fear to paralyze God’s people and keep them from attempting anything 
significant for the Lord. Fear is the cumulative effect of all of the above factors (4:14). When 
the enemy opposes us as he surely will, we should respond with prayer, work, vigilance, and 
focus on the Lord. Whenever you encounter opposition, you have several options. You can 
run from it; you can try to dodge it or go around it; you can try to work out a compromise; 
or, you can meet it head on and work through it. The last approach is usually the only biblical 
way. Often when we face opposition, our first response is to get angry and hit back or defend 
ourselves. But our first response should always be prayer (4:4, 9).  Although there was a slight 
pause while Nehemiah organized the militia, they didn’t abandon the work to chase down the 
enemy. They didn’t allow the enemy’s threat to get their focus onto other issues. They just 
kept building the wall, and pretty soon the enemy was outside looking up, instead of looking 
straight across at them over the wall. Nehemiah prayed first, but then he set up a guard. 
Prayer doesn’t mean that you can ignore the enemy’s threats or pretend that they don’t exist. 
Nehemiah was vigilant to arm the workers and post guards around the clock. The people 
were discouraged because they had gotten their focus onto the enemy’s threats, the piles of 
rubble, and all the work left to do. Nehemiah rightly directed their focus back to the Lord 
who is great and awesome and to the things that were at stake if they yielded to the enemy, 
namely, their families.    
                                (From Bob Deffinbaugh - From the Series: Luke: The Gospel of the Gentiles) 
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Praying For The Opposition 
 

Lord, help us not respond in kind  
To those who hate and turn from 
You;  Instead, help us to love and 
pray That someday they’ll accept 
what’s true. People may mock our 
message but they are helpless 
against our prayers. 
 
 

But I say to you, love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you 
                       (Matt 5:44 NASB)  
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Date      Lesson                      Text 
03/03  Introduction to Nehemiah 
03/10  Cried About a Wall             1:1-11 
03/17  Serving God                       2:1-20 
03/24  We Won!                            3:1-32 
03/31  The Lord Lives       Luke 24:13-35 
04/07   Bro Cisneros Special Lesson 
04/14  Opposition                        4:1-23 
04/21  Conflicts Within                  5:1-19 
04/28  Resisting Satan                  6:1-19 
05/05  Counting for God                7:1-73 
05/12  Spiritual Renewal               8:1-18 
05/19  Joy and Strength                8:8-12 
05/26  Repentance                        9:1-38 
06/02  Truth into Practice            10:1-39 
06/09  Ministry                             11 & 12 
06/16  Permissiveness                13:1-31 
06/23  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
 
Respond to the enemy’s opposition with prayer, work, vigilance, and focus on the Lord 
 
 

They lifted their voices in prayer (Acts 4:23-31) 
23 When they had been released, they went to their own companions and reported all that the 
chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard this, they lifted their 
voices to God with one accord and said, "O Lord, it is You who made the heaven and the 
earth and the sea, and all that is in them, 25 who by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our 
father David Your servant, said, 'why did the gentiles rage, and the peoples devise futile things?  
26 'the kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were gathered together against the 
Lord and against his Christ.'  27 "For truly in this city there were gathered together against 
Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the 
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose 
predestined to occur. 29 "And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-
servants may speak Your word with all confidence, 30 while You extend Your hand to heal, 
and signs and wonders take place through the name of Your holy servant Jesus." 31 And when 
they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness. 

 
 
They put their hearts into the work (Col 3:23-24) 

23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing 
that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom 
you serve. 

 
 
They kept their eyes on the enemy in vigilance (1 Peter 5:8-9) 

8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same 
experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. 

 
 
They kept their minds focused on the Lord (Heb 12:1-2) 

12 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside 
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for 
the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 


