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 Have you ever struggled with feelings that your life is not worthwhile? Or better yet, 
how can I live so that my life counts for God? Believe it or not, Nehemiah 7 has some 
answers to this important question. It is one of those chapters that make you wonder 
why God took up space in the Bible for it! It especially makes you wonder when you 
realize that verses 6-73 are essentially the same as Ezra 2. Nehemiah mentions that after 
the walls were rebuilt and the doors were installed, he appointed the gatekeepers, singers, 
and Levites (7:1).  Derek Kidner (p. 102) states that these men take priority here 
because worship was the city’s reason for existence. Nehemiah was an exemplary 
leader who knew that to be effective, he needed to delegate responsibility to other 
competent men. While certain administrative skills are necessary for effective 
leadership, the main requirement is godly character. Nehemiah picked two men. 
Hanani was probably his blood brother, who had come to him at Susa with the report of 
Jerusalem’s sad condition (1:1-3). Hananiah is appointed as the military leader.  Together 
they are charged not to open the city gates until the sun was hot, and to bolt them and 
stand guard when they were shut. Also, they were to appoint guards from the residents of 
the city, each in front of his own house. There are three godly character traits mentioned 
in 1:2-3: faithfulness, fear of God and watchfulness. Faithfulness is also an essential 
ingredient in relationships. Let me suggest four ways to develop faithfulness. (1) 
Recognize and define the responsibilities that God has given you to do, (2) Start with and 
don’t neglect the small things, (3) Keep your relational priorities straight, and (4) Learn to 
use your time more effectively. The fear of God is a matter of degree: The fear of God 
grows out of the knowledge of God. When you see who God is and you realize who you 
are by way of comparison, you fall on your face in fear, realizing that He could rightly 
cast you into hell for your many sins. We need to watch out for the spiritual dangers that 
Satan strews across our paths, to avoid falling into sins that would destroy us. Jesus warns 
us frequently to be on the alert (Mark 13:34-37). First Peter 5:8 warns us, to be of sober 
spirit, be on the alert. 
 

 People matter to God. From a historical, salvation perspective, these Jewish 
genealogical records are important because when the Messiah came to this earth, it was 
important to prove that He was descended from the tribe of Judah and the lineage of 
David. Individuals are important to God. Although these names do not mean anything to 
us, they mean something to God. The fact that individuals matter to God also means that 
they should matter to us. Families are important to God. The list contains many family 
groups (7:8-25). God designed the family as the basic unit of society. A man and woman 
are to leave their own families of origin and come together in a lifelong covenant 
relationship. To count for God, commit yourself to what matters to God: worship, 
godly character, and people. Your understanding of and commitment to God’s 
purpose matters to Him (7:6, 73). The people in this list returned from Babylon to 
Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own city. But they knew God’s promise to their 
forefather Abraham, to give him this land. So they understood and committed 
themselves to God’s purpose, in spite of the hassle and hardships involved. To count for 
God, commit yourself to His purpose for your life. There is no greater reason to live than 
to live for God’s purpose!  
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Food for Thought 
 

Faithful Unto Death 
 

Though the stress and strain of life 
My thread of faith may break, The 
cable of God’s faithfulness No storm 
can ever shake. Our faith may be 
tested so that we may trust His 
faithfulness. 
 

Behold, the devil is about to cast some of 
you into prison, so that you will be tested, 
and you will have tribulation for ten days. 
Be faithful until death, and I will give you 
the crown of life.  (Rev 2:10 NASB)  
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Restoration 
A Study in Nehemiah 

 

Date      Lesson                      Text 
03/03  Introduction to Nehemiah 
03/10  Cried About a Wall             1:1-11 
03/17  Serving God                       2:1-20 
03/24  We Won!                            3:1-32 
03/31  The Lord Lives       Luke 24:13-35 
04/07   Bro Cisneros Special Lesson 
04/14  Opposition                          4:1-23 
04/21  Conflicts Within                  5:1-19 
04/28  Resisting Satan                  6:1-19 
05/05  Counting for God             7:1-73 
05/12  Spiritual Renewal               8:1-18 
05/19  Joy and Strength                8:8-12 
05/26  Repentance                        9:1-38 
06/02  Truth into Practice            10:1-39 
06/09  Ministry                             11 & 12 
06/16  Permissiveness                13:1-31 
06/23  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

Worship matters to God (Neh 7:1) 
Worship matters to God because He only accepts 
those who come to Him in purity (Ps 24:3-5)  

3 Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
And who may stand in His holy place?  4 He 
who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has 
not lifted up his soul to falsehood And has not 
sworn deceitfully. 5 He shall receive a blessing 
from the Lord And righteousness from the God 
of his salvation. 

Worship matters to God because He teaches us His 
ways in worship (Mic 4:2) 

2 Many nations will come and say, "Come and 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord And to 
the house of the God of Jacob, That He may 
teach us about His ways And that we may walk 
in His paths." For from Zion will go forth the 
law, Even the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

Worship matters to God because although He 
doesn't need it, He desires it because we are His 
creation (Acts 17:24-25) 

24 "The God who made the world and all things 
in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does 
not dwell in temples made with hands; 25 nor is 
He served by human hands, as though He 
needed anything, since He Himself gives to all 
people life and breath and all things; 

 

Godly character matters to God (Neh 7:2-3) 
Faithfulness (Heb 11:6) 

6 And without faith it is impossible to please 
Him, for he who comes to God must believe 
that He is and that He is a rewarder of those 
who seek Him.  

Fear of God (Prov 9:10) 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.  

Watchfulness (1 Peter 5:8) 
8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your 
adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour. 

 

People matter to God (Neh 7:4-73) 
Individuals are important to God (Ps 8:4-5) 

4 What is man that You are mindful of him And 
the son of man that You visit him?  5 For You 
have made him a little lower than the angels,  
And You have crowned him with glory and 
honor. 

 

Families are important to God (Matt 19:4-6) 
4 And He answered and said, "Have you not 
read that He who created them from the 
beginning made them male and female,  5 and 
said, 'for this reason a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh'?  6 "So they are no 
longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God 
has joined together, let no man separate." 

 

Your place in God’s family history matters to God 
(Neh 7:4-73) 

Our place in history matters because God places us 
where and when He desires (1 Cor 12:18) 

18 But now God has placed the members, each 
one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 

Our place in history matters because God's 
purposes must be accomplished through us (Rom 
9:11) 

11 for though the twins were not yet born and 
had not done anything good or bad, so that 
God's purpose according to His choice would 
stand, not because of works but because of Him 
who calls, 

Our place in history matters because we never know 
what God will do through us (Est 4:14) 

14 "For if you remain silent at this time, relief 
and deliverance will arise for the Jews from 
another place and you and your father's house 
will perish. And who knows whether you have 
not attained royalty for such a time as this?" 

 

Your understanding of and commitment to God’s 
purpose matters to Him  (Neh 7:6, 73) 

Our understanding of and commitment to God 
matters because He responds to our trust in Him  
(Ps 37:5)  

5 Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in 
Him, and He will do it. 

Our understanding of and commitment to God 
matters because He wants us to know His will (Eph 
5:17)  

17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. 


