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 After 12 years as governor, Nehemiah had returned to Persia. We don’t know how long he 
was there, but during his absence, spiritual permissiveness and decline set in. The reforms were 
short-lived. When Nehemiah returned, he found that permissiveness was rampant in the very 
areas the people had covenanted to stand against just a few years before! 
 

 To deal with spiritual permissiveness, we must be aware of the problem areas. 
Sometime during Nehemiah’s absence, the reading of Scripture had led to obedience. But then 
Satan wormed his way in by introducing spiritual permissiveness in four areas. Keep in mind that it 
was Nehemiah’s knowledge of Scripture that enabled him to see these deviations. The only way 
that we will detect spiritual permissiveness in ourselves and in our church is by being steeped in 
God’s Word. There was theological permissiveness because of wrong relationships (13:4-9). While 
Nehemiah was gone, Eliashib the high priest had cleared out one large room and one or more 
smaller rooms (13:5, 9) so that Tobiah the Ammonite could set up an apartment there! Tobiah 
was a mocker who strongly opposed Nehemiah’s earlier efforts to rebuild the wall (2:10, 19; 4:3, 7
-8). It’s tough to side with a strict commandment of God’s Word, such as excluding all 
Ammonites from the assembly of Israel, when your relative is an Ammonite, especially when he 
seems to be part Jewish! There was financial permissiveness (13:10-14). This problem was 
connected to the first problem.  Because the high priest had moved Tobiah into the temple, there 
were not enough storerooms for the tithes. So the priests had not required the people to bring in 
their tithes, and as a result, the Levites had to go to work in the fields to support their families, 
thus neglecting their temple duties. There was permissiveness in the use of time (13:15-22). Even 
though the people had agreed in their covenant with God to keep the Sabbath holy (10:31), they 
quickly fell into doing business on that day, even in Jerusalem (13:15). There was permissiveness 
in their homes (13:23-29). Nehemiah discovered that some of the Jews had married foreign 
women, and their children didn’t even speak Hebrew, which meant that they couldn’t understand 
the Scriptures. 
 

 To deal with spiritual permissiveness, we must strongly confront problem areas. Some 
criticize Nehemiah for not being more tactful and polite, but when God’s people are being 
poisoned by permissiveness, politeness may not be best. Nehemiah dealt with the problem 
head on. There are four aspects to what he did.  He discovered the problem. You may say, “That’s a 
no-brainer!” But if it was so obvious, why hadn’t other leaders in Israel perceived what was wrong 
and dealt with it? Nehemiah saw what others did not see. As I said earlier, the reason he saw it 
was that he compared what he saw with what he knew from Scripture. He got upset. Note 13:8-9: 
He was very displeased about Tobiah’s temple apartment. In 13:11, he reprimanded the officials. 
In 13:17-18, he again reprimanded them for their Sabbath violations, and it’s clear that he was 
upset. The classic is in 13:25, where he got so upset that he contended with them, cursed them 
(not profanity, but he pronounced a curse against them), struck some of them, and pulled out 
their hair, probably from their beards! He took strong, unmistakable action. He personally threw 
Tobiah’s household goods out of the storerooms. Then he had them cleanse the rooms and put 
the grain offerings back in there. With regard to the tithes, Nehemiah not only reprimanded the 
officials (13:11-13), he also restored them to their posts and appointed faithful men to oversee the 
collection and distribution of the tithes. With regard to the mixed marriages, he not only strongly 
contended with those who were guilty, but when he found out that one of the grandsons of the 
high priest had married a daughter of Sanballat, he drove the young man away (13:28)!  He was 
accountable to God and aware of His presence in every situation. Four times Nehemiah utters 
brief prayers (13:14, 22, 29, 31). He wasn’t taking this strong action against permissiveness for his 
own sake. Nehemiah’s God-ward focus is essential if we want to confront the permissiveness of 
our times with the right spirit. Living with an awareness of God’s presence and that we must 
answer to Him will give us the courage to stand alone, if need be, and confront out of love. 
                                                                    (Adapted from Sermon series on Nehemiah by Steven J. Cole) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

Coverups Stink 
 
 

It’s futile to try to hide our sin. The 
stench of our disobedience will seep 
through whatever we use to try to 
cover it. Own up to your sin and 
experience the joy of confession. 
 
 

How blessed is he whose transgression 
is forgiven, Whose sin is covered! 
                         (Ps 32:1 NASB)  
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Date      Lesson                      Text 
03/03  Introduction to Nehemiah 
03/10  Cried About a Wall             1:1-11 
03/17  Serving God                       2:1-20 
03/24  We Won!                            3:1-32 
03/31  The Lord Lives       Luke 24:13-35 
04/07   Bro Cisneros Special Lesson 
04/14  Opposition                          4:1-23 
04/21  Conflicts Within                  5:1-19 
04/28  Resisting Satan                  6:1-19 
05/05  Counting for God                7:1-73 
05/12  Spiritual Renewal               8:1-18 
05/19  Repentance                        9:1-38 
05/26  Truth into Practice            10:1-39 
06/02  Ministry                             11 & 12 
06/09  Permissiveness              13:1-31 
06/16  Review and Summary 
 



 

Page 2 of 2 

NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
To deal with spiritual permissiveness, we must be 
aware of the problem areas 

There was theological permissiveness (13:4-9) 
(Titus 1:9-10) 9 He must hold firmly to the 
trustworthy message as it has been taught, so 
that he can encourage others by sound doctrine 
and refute those who oppose it.  10 For there 
are many rebellious people, mere talkers and 
deceivers, 

There was financial permissiveness (13:10-14) 
(Mal 3:8-10) 8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you 
rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In 
tithes and offerings.  9 You are under a curse — 
the whole nation of you — because you are 
robbing me.  10 Bring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and 
see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you 
will not have room enough for it.  

There was permissiveness in the use of time (13:15-
22) 

(Mark 2:27-28) 27 Then he said to them, "The 
Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is Lord even of 
the Sabbath." 
(Eph 5:15-17) 15 Be very careful, then, how you 
live — not as unwise but as wise,  16 making the 
most of every opportunity, because the days are 
evil.  17 Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the Lord's will is.  

There was permissiveness in their homes (13:23-29) 
(2 Cor 6:14-15) 14 Do not be yoked together 
with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and 
wickedness have in common? Or what 
fellowship can light have with darkness?  15 
What harmony is there between Christ and 
Belial? What does a believer have in common 
with an unbeliever?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To deal with spiritual permissiveness, we must 
strongly confront problem areas 

He discovered the problem (13:7) 
(1 Peter 5:8-9) 8 Be self-controlled and alert. 
Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  9 
Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because 
you know that your brothers throughout the 
world are undergoing the same kind of 
sufferings. 

He got upset (13:8-9) 
(1 Cor 5:1-3)  1 It is actually reported that there 
is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind 
that does not occur even among pagans: A man 
has his father's wife.  2 And you are proud! 
Shouldn't you rather have been filled with grief 
and have put out of your fellowship the man 
who did this? 3 Even though I am not physically 
present, I am with you in spirit. And I have 
already passed judgment on the one who did 
this, just as if I were present.  

He took strong, unmistakable action (13:11-13) 
(1 Cor 5:4-5) 4 When you are assembled in the 
name of our Lord Jesus and I am with you in 
spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is 
present,  5 hand this man over to Satan, so that 
the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit 
saved on the day of the Lord. 

He was accountable to God and aware of His 
presence in every situation (13:14, 22, 29, 31) 

(Heb 13:17) 17 Obey your leaders and submit to 
their authority. They keep watch over you as 
men who must give an account. Obey them so 
that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for 
that would be of no advantage to you.  
(Matt 12:36-37) 36 But I tell you that men will 
have to give account on the day of judgment for 
every careless word they have spoken.  37 For 
by your words you will be acquitted, and by your 
words you will be condemned." 
(2 Cor 5:10) 10 For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 
receive what is due him for the things done 
while in the body, whether good or bad.  


