
 

 

Stephen demonstrated knowledge of God’s Word (Acts 7:2-16) 
2 “Brothers and fathers,” he said, “listen: The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he 
was in Mesopotamia, before he settled in Haran, 3 and said to him: Get out of your country and away 
from your relatives, and come to the land that I will show you. 4 “Then he came out of the land of the 
Chaldeans and settled in Haran. And from there, after his father died, God had him move to this land 
in which you now live. 5 He didn’t give him an inheritance in it, not even a foot of ground, but He 
promised to give it to him as a possession, and to his descendants after him, even though he was 
childless. 6 God spoke in this way: His descendants would be strangers in a foreign country, and they 
would enslave and oppress them for 400 years. 7 I will judge the nation that they will serve as slaves, 
God said. After this, they will come out and worship Me in this place.  8 Then He gave him the 
covenant of circumcision. This being so, he fathered Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day; 
Isaac did the same with Jacob, and Jacob with the 12 patriarchs. 9 “The patriarchs became jealous of 
Joseph and sold him into Egypt, but God was with him 10 and rescued him out of all his troubles. He 
gave him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who appointed him governor over 
Egypt and over his whole household. 11 Then a famine came over all of Egypt and Canaan, with great 
suffering, and our forefathers could find no food. 12 When Jacob heard there was grain in Egypt, he 
sent our forefathers the first time. 13 The second time, Joseph was revealed to his brothers, and 
Joseph’s family became known to Pharaoh. 14 Joseph then invited his father Jacob and all his relatives, 
75 people in all, 15 and Jacob went down to Egypt. He and our forefathers died there, 16 were carried 
back to Shechem, and were placed in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the 
sons of Hamor in Shechem. 

 

Additional Cross-References 
Eph 1:17-18   Eph 6:17   Phil 2:12-16 

 
Stephen demonstrated his trust in the truth of God’s Word (Acts 7:44-51) 

44 “Our forefathers had the tabernacle of the testimony in the desert, just as He who spoke to Moses 
commanded him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. 45 Our forefathers in turn received it 
and with Joshua brought it in when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our 
fathers, until the days of David. 46 He found favor in God’s sight and asked that he might provide a 
dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built Him a house. 48 However, the 
Most High does not dwell in sanctuaries made with hands, as the prophet says: 49 Heaven is My 
throne, and earth My footstool. What sort of house will you build for Me? says the Lord, or what is My 
resting place? 50 Did not My hand make all these things? Resisting the Holy Spirit 51 “You stiff-necked 
people with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are always resisting the Holy Spirit; as your forefathers 
did, so do you. 

 

Additional Cross-References 
2 Peter 1:21  Col 1:5-6  2 Tim 2:15  2 Tim 3:16 

 
Stephen spoke the truth with boldness (Acts 7:52-60) 

 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They even killed those who announced 
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become. 
53 You received the law under the direction of angels and yet have not kept it.”  54 When they heard 
these things, they were enraged in their hearts and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, filled by 
the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven. He saw God’s glory, with Jesus standing at the right hand of God, 
and he said, 56 “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God!” 57 Then they screamed at the top of their voices, stopped their ears, and rushed together against 
him. 58 They threw him out of the city and began to stone him. And the witnesses laid their robes at 
the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 They were stoning Stephen as he called out: “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit!” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them 
with this sin!” And saying this, he fell asleep. 
 

Additional Cross-References 
Eph 1:3-8  Rev 21:3-7  John 14:1  Acts 4:23-31  
 

     (Adapted from “The Gospel Project”™: LifeWay Christian Resources Volume 1, Number 1 Fall 2012) 
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER: 
 
 

Which of these dimensions 
(believing in Christ, loving 
Christ, preaching Christ) do you 
find easiest? Which do you find 
most difficult? Why?  
 

In Paul’s list of spiritual armor 
(Eph. 6:10-17), why is Scripture 
compared to a sword? Reflect on 
Hebrews 4:12. In what ways 
does Scripture divide “soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow”?  
 

God discloses His nature and 
character to us in His Word. It 
follows that the better we know 
the Bible, the better we know the 
God of the Bible. In what ways 
can our knowledge of Scripture 
influence the way we worship 
God, both privately and corpo-
rately?  
 

How can we make sure that the 
Scriptures that come into our 
hands also come out of our 
mouths?  


