
 

 

 

God initiates a relationship with human beings (Gen. 12:1-4) 
1 The Lord said to Abram: Go out from your land, your relatives, and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you into a great nation, I will bless you, I will 
make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, I will 
curse those who treat you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through 
you.  4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 75 
years old when he left Haran. 
 

Scriptural Cross-References 
1 Thess 5:24    2 Peter 1:3-4    1 Peter 5:10 
John 14:23-24   John 3:16-18 

 
God commands us to trust that He will keep His promises (Gen. 15:1-6) 

1 After these events, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: Do not be afraid, 
Abram. I am your shield; your reward will be very great. 2 But Abram said, “Lord God, what 
can You give me, since I am childless and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 
Abram continued, “Look, You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house will 
be my heir.” 4 Now the word of the Lord came to him: “This one will not be your heir; 
instead, one who comes from your own body will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and 
said, “Look at the sky and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then He said to 
him, “Your offspring will be that numerous.” 6 Abram believed the Lord, and He credited it 
to him as righteousness. 
 

Scriptural Cross-References 
 Matt 13:19-22   Rom 7:24-25    2 Chron 20:17 

 
God desires that His people be set apart for His glory (Gen. 17:1-14) 

1 When Abram was 99 years old, the Lord appeared to him, saying, “I am God Almighty. 
Live in My presence and be devout. 2 I will establish My covenant between Me and you, and 
I will multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell to the ground, and God spoke with him: 4 
“As for Me, My covenant is with you, and you will become the father of many nations. 5 
Your name will no longer be Abram, but your name will be Abraham, for I will make you the 
father of many nations. 6 I will make you extremely fruitful and will make nations and kings 
come from you. 7 I will keep My covenant between Me and you, and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, as an everlasting covenant to be your God and the God of your 
offspring after you. 8 And to you and your offspring after you I will give the land where you 
are residing—all the land of Canaan—as an eternal possession, and I will be their God.” 9 
God also said to Abraham, “As for you, you and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations are to keep My covenant. 10 This is My covenant, which you are to keep, 
between Me and you and your offspring after you: Every one of your males must be 
circumcised. 11 You must circumcise the flesh of your foreskin to serve as a sign of the 
covenant between Me and you.  12 Throughout your generations, every male among you at 
eight days old is to be circumcised. This includes a slave born in your house and one 
purchased with money from any foreigner. The one who is not your offspring, 13 a slave 
born in your house, as well as one purchased with money, must be circumcised. My covenant 
will be in your flesh as an everlasting covenant. 14 If any male is not circumcised in the flesh 
of his foreskin, that man will be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.” 
 

Scriptural Cross-References 
2 Cor 3:18    2 Cor 7:1  
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER: 
 
 

In what ways does the desire 
to have a restored relationship 
with God and others show 
itself in our attitudes and ac-
tions?  
 
What do you think caused 
Abram to respond by follow-
ing God? What made it possi-
ble for the most unnatural and 
unexpected response to flow 
from his life?  
 
What are some ways that 
your heart is like Abram’s 
heart? In what ways are you 
living in the gap between 
God’s promise to you and its 
fulfillment?  
 
How do holiness and distinct-
iveness aid us in our mission?  


