
 

 

 

The faithful embrace God’s Word and abandon their idols (1 Kings 18:20-39) 
 

Scriptural Cross-References 
The faithful embrace God’s Word through obedience (1 Sam 15:13,22-24) 

13 When Samuel reached him, Saul said, "The Lord bless you! I have carried out the Lord's 
instructions." 22 But Samuel replied: "Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 
as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is 
better than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like 
the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected you as 
king." 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned. I violated the Lord's command and your 
instructions. I was afraid of the people and so I gave in to them. 

 

The faithful abandon their idols 
Because man cannot serve two masters (Matt 6:24) 

24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
Money. 

Because we have been set free from being slaves to sin (Rom 6:16-18,22) 
16 Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, 
you are slaves to the one whom you obey — whether you are slaves to sin, which leads 
to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, 
though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to 
which you were entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves 
to righteousness. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become 
slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 

 
The unfaithful abandon God’s Word and embrace their idols (2 Kings 17:6-18) 
 

Scriptural Cross-References 
The unfaithful abandon God’s Word (2 Timothy 3:1-7) 

3 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not 
lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God— 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. 6 
They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over weak-willed 
women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, 7 always 
learning but never able to acknowledge the truth. 

 

The unfaithful embraced their idols (Ps 106:32-41) 
32 By the waters of Meribah they angered the Lord, and trouble came to Moses because of 
them; 33 for they rebelled against the Spirit of God, and rash words came from Moses' lips. 
34 They did not destroy the peoples as the Lord had commanded them,  35 but they mingled 
with the nations and adopted their customs. 36 They worshiped their idols, which became a 
snare to them. 37 They sacrificed their sons and their daughters to demons. 38 They shed 
innocent blood, the blood of their sons and daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of 
Canaan, and the land was desecrated by their blood. 39 They defiled themselves by what they 
did; by their deeds they prostituted themselves. 40 Therefore the Lord was angry with his 
people and abhorred his inheritance. 41 He handed them over to the nations, and their foes 
ruled over them.  
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER: 
 

Hesitating between two opinions 
is often a convenient way of 
delaying our submission to God. 
In what ways might our hesita-
tion to give God our worship 
alert us to hidden idolatries in 
our life?  
 

What are some ways we can 
keep our hearts from drifting 
toward other gods? How does 
the good news that God accepts 
us because of Christ’s work give 
us a passionate affection for God 
more powerful than any idol?  
 

Think about God’s work in your 
own life. What are some lessons 
you’ve learned from spiritual 
valleys or mountaintops 
that you haven’t considered 
lately? In what ways does God’s 
work in the past influence your 
walk with Him today?  
 

How does our distinctiveness aid 
us in our mission as God’s peo-
ple? 


