
 

 

All people are sinners, born “in Adam” and therefore guilty before God (Rom. 5:12-14) 
Key Points and References 

Even though we are guilty, God freely paid for our sins through Jesus (Rom 6:23) 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

We all have sinned and are guilty (Rom 3:23) 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

It is our rebellion that should have resulted in God's wrath (Rom 2:5) 
5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up 
wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be 
revealed. 

 

Those who trust in Jesus are reborn “in Christ” and declared righteous before God 
(Rom. 5:15-21; 8:1-2) 

Key Points and References 
God provided the perfect, spotless sacrifice in the work of Jesus Christ (Col 1:21-22) 

21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet 
now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, 
and blameless, and above reproach in His sight 

We have been declared righteous before a holy God only by being in Christ (1 Cor 15:21-22) 
21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through 
a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

Our sins were imputed to Jesus and He bore the wrath of God for us (Isa 53:4-5) 
4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him 
stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.  5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace 
was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

Believing in Jesus removes our condemnation (John 3:17-18) 
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does 
not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's 
one and only Son 

 

Salvation by grace alone frees us to serve the living God (Heb. 9:11-14) 
Key Points and References 

Christians do not need to work for forgiveness because of God's grace (Rom 11:6) 
6 And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be 
grace 

The motive for our serving God should not be fear but love (Gal 5:6)  
6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only 
thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 

All our labor and work of faith should be prompted by love (1 Thess 1:3) 
3 We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, 
your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Our relationship with God through Jesus should be the means by which others are drawn to God (2 
Cor 5:18-19) 

18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation.  
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER: 
 
 

What are the signs in the world 
around us that sin and death 
have spread to all mankind 
since the fall of Adam?  
 

How does the severity of the 
law’s diagnosis of sin drive us 
to the cross? How does the 
understanding that we are spiri-
tually dead apart from Christ 
affect our prayers for those 
who do not know Him?  
 

What are some problems with 
confusing justification (being 
“declared righteous”) and sanc-
tification (being “made right-
eous”)? What motivates your 
obedience: gratitude for 
Christ’s work or lingering guilt 
and fear?  
 

What would you say has been 
the driving motivation for your 
good works? Has it been fear, 
love, or something else?  


